
This Journal and Its Mission
Chartered in 1918, the Pastoral Bible Institute, Inc. was formed for the promo-

tion of Christian knowledge. Its journal, The Herald of Christ’s Kingdom, stands 

firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now 
being so generally repudiated — redemption through the precious blood (1 Peter 
1:19) of “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom [a corresponding 

price, a substitute] for all” (1 Timothy 2:6). Building upon this sure foundation 
the gold, silver, and precious stones of the Word of God (1 Corinthians 3:11-15; 
2 Peter 1:5-11), its further mission is “to make all see what is the fellowship of 
the mystery, which has been hid in God to the intent that now might be [made] 
known by the Church the manifold wisdom of God” — “which in other ages was 
not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed” (Ephesians 3:5-10).

It stands free from all parties, sects, and creeds of men, while it seeks more and 

more to bring its every utterance into fullest subjection to the will of God in 
Christ, as expressed in the holy Scriptures. It is thus free to declare boldly what-
soever the Lord hath spoken — according to the Divine wisdom granted unto us 
to understand. Its attitude is not dogmatic, but confident; for we know whereof 
we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of God. It is held as 
a trust to be used in his service; hence our decisions relative to what may or may 
not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his good pleasure, 

the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledge. 

We not only invite, we urge our readers to prove all its utterances by the infallible 
Word, to which reference is constantly made to facilitate such testing.

To Us the Scriptures Clearly Teach
• That the Church is the “temple of the living God” — peculiarly “his workman-

ship”; that its construction has been in progress throughout the Gospel age — ever 
since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the chief “corner stone” of this 

temple, through which, when finished, God’s blessings shall come “to all people” 
and they find access to him (1 Corinthians 3:16,17; Ephesians 2:20-22; Genesis 
28:14; Galatians 3:29).

• That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in 

Christ’s atonement for sin progresses and when the last of these “living stones,” 

“elect and precious,” shall have been made ready, the great Master Workman will 
bring all together in the first resurrection; and the temple shall be filled with his 
glory and be the meeting place between God and men throughout the Millennium 
(1 Peter 2:4-9; Revelation 15:5-8).

• That the basis of hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact that “Jesus 

Christ by the grace of God tasted death for every man,” “a ransom for all,” and 
will be “the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world” “in 
due time” (Hebrews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5,6).

• That the hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is,” 
be “a partaker of the divine nature,” and share his glory as his joint-heir (1 John 
3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17; 2 Peter 1:4).

• That the present mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints for the 

future work of service; to develop© in herself every grace; to be God’s witness to 
the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age (Ephesians 4:12; 
Matthew 24:14; Revelation 1:6, 20:6).

• That the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity 
to be brought to all by Christ’s Millennial Kingdom the restitution of all that was 
lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and 

his glorified Church when all the willfully wicked will be destroyed (Acts 3:19-
23; Isaiah 35).
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Who would not love to see their loved 
ones back from the dead? But the 
resurrection is to be “each in his 

own order,” as delineated in these articles. 
“Resurrection Means Hope” focusses at-

tention on the Resurrection as something no 
one should dread, but as something that offers 
hope for all.

“By One Man Came the Resurrection” 
shows from the Scriptures how Jesus Christ 
and his sacrifice for sin are the basis for the 
resurrection hope. If Christ died once for all, 
should not all benefit?

The raising of six dead individuals before 
Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection is distin-
guished from the great promised resurrection 
in “Temporary Resurrections Before Calvary.”

The first permanent resurrection is given in 
“The Resurrection of Jesus Christ.” He earned 
the universal priority. On Jesus’ resurrection do 
everyone’s hopes of eternal life depend.

“Resurrection of the Faithful Church” dis-
cusses the scriptural harmony for the sequence 
and duration of the heavenly resurrection of the 
faithful Bride of Christ to life and immortality. 

“Resurrection of the Great Multitude” con-
siders what happens to those who respond to 
God’s call, falter along the way, but eventually 
overcome. It examines some insidious pitfalls 
for the consecrated.

“Resurrection of the Ancient Worthies” 
shows a priority of Abraham and other faithful 
ones before Christ, the priority of their resur-
rection on earth, and their leading role in the 
resurrection.

“The Resurrection of the Whole World” 
observes that the whole world is to be raised 
from the sleep of death. While the heavenly 
calling will have previously been perfected, the 
world will then be raised to learn righteousness. 
Even to the atheist, the resurrection will be re-
ally convincing. People will have more years 
learning to do things for others than they previ-
ously had learning to do things to others.

“After the Final Exam” reminds us that 
when the resurrection work is complete, and 
everyone will have have been tested one final 
time during Satan’s “little season,” death and 
hell will be destroyed forever. Then heaven’s 
and earth’s multitudes will live in harmony to 
eternity.



The Herald of Christ’s Kingdom4

Along with the faithful followers of old, 
who relied on God’s word as the basis 
for their hopes (Acts 26:6-8), we are 

likewise exhorted to depend on God’s precious 
promises for bolstering our hopes (Romans 
15:4, 1 Peter 3:15), thereby decreasing our 
anxiety and stress daily. Such fervent hope pro-
vides us with strength and encouragement to 
endure difficult experiences, contrasting present 
unsettling circumstances with an ultimate “big 
picture” outlook of God’s benevolent plan for 
us and all mankind (Romans 8:28, 1 Timothy 
2:3,4). As a result, our hope in God’s precious 
promises is a potent coping mechanism against 
despair and an invaluable tool in the Christian 
“toolbox” for mitigating the vicissitudes of life.

We have a “God of hope” (Romans 15:13), 
so it is no surprise that the word “hope” occurs 
often throughout the Bible, almost 150 times 
(KJV). By definition, hope indicates a sense of 
joyful and confident anticipation of something 
favorable to come, on a personal or even global 
level. Psychologists recognize the power of hope 
to influence the human mind and, by extension, 
the health of the human body. 

For instance, medicinal drug researchers 
routinely incorporate a control group (receiv-
ing an inert placebo) into their clinical trials, 
to elucidate the efficacy of the tested drug, be-
cause hope alone can effect a positive change 

in health, independent of any supplemental 
medicine.

The Significance of a Resurrection
God required a mechanism to provide all 

mankind with life after death, in order to ful-
fill His many precious promises to them. This 
mechanism is resurrection.

The doctrine of the resurrection distin-
guishes Christianity from practically all other 
religions. Resurrection is incompatible with 
immortality of the soul. Inherent to the immor-
tal soul doctrine is a subtle sense of pride (i.e., 
self-sufficient salvation). So it is no surprise 
that our Adversary, the father of pride and lies, 
initiated this false belief: “thou shall surely not 
die” (Genesis 3:4). If the soul were immortal, 
why would Christ have had to die? The hope 
of man lies not in denying the reality of death, 
but in the promised resurrection of the dead.

Jesus’ Death Provided the  
Means of Resurrection for All

As descendants of fallen Adam, we are born 
in sin and shapen in iniquity (Psalm 51:5). 
Thus, according to God’s perfect justice, the 
fair recompense for our sinful nature is death 
(Genesis 2:17, Ezekiel 18:4, Romans 6:23). 
Furthermore, because death consists of a condi-
tion of non-existence in the grave (Psalm 146:4, 

“The Hope and Resurrection of the Dead” (Acts 23:6)

Resurrection Means Hope
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great 
mercy has caused us to be born [begotten] again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Peter 1:3). (All scriptures are from the New American Standard 
Bible.)

Ryan Hangs

Arlington National Cemetery
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Resurrection 
hope is 
assured for all 
mankind.

for Jesus. Instead, it extinguished his life as 
he yielded his life for “the life of the world” 
(John 6:51, 11:25, 14:6). Jesus became a cor-
responding price to redeem father Adam, sat-
isfying God’s justice (a perfect man for perfect 
man). Thus for parts of three days Jesus shared 
in Adam’s state of non-existence in death.

Jesus’ resurrection validates three important 
principles: (1) God’s acceptance of Jesus’ sac-
rifices during his 3½ year ministry, culminating 
in the ransom sacrifice for Adam on the cross 
(1 Corinthians 15:21-22), (2) God’s power 
to resurrect a dead human to a higher order of 
existence, even to the Divine nature in the spirit 
realm (Philippians 2:8-10), and (3) God’s 
guarantee to release all mankind from the pris-
on house of death (Isaiah 61:1, Acts 17:31).

Resurrection Hopes Are Not Equal
Although the resurrection hope is assured 

for all mankind, resurrections experienced 
among them will differ, as our Lord tells us: 
“Those who did the good deeds to a resurrec-
tion of life, those who committed the evil deeds 
to a resurrection of judgment [for life]” (John 
5:28-29). As discussed in subsequent articles 
in this issue, the different classes of individu-
als who will experience a resurrection to life 
include Jesus, the Faithful Church, the Great 
Company, and the Ancient Worthies. 

The remaining world of mankind will be 
raised from the dead and given an opportunity 
to gain everlasting life on Earth as they then 
learn obedience. In its fullest sense, the resur-
rection work will be completed when Earth’s 
billions reach a state of mental, moral, and 
physical perfection, thus overcoming Satan’s 
reign of sin and death (along with its deleteri-
ous effects) and becoming accounted worthy to 
be called sons of God (Luke 20:35-36, 1 Cor-
inthians 15:26).

It is not possible to effect a positive change 
in redeemed mankind’s fallen condition with-
out the resurrection. The ransom is the means 
(i.e., capital), but the resurrection is the mech-
anism, facilitating the blessing of all the families 
of the Earth. Paul considers the resurrection 
a fundamental Christian doctrine (Hebrews 
6:1-2). Its utility for fulfilling all of the hopes 
associated with God’s plan can be illustrated 
by analogy with a wheel (see front cover). The 
resurrection (the tired rim) provides the opera-

Ecclesiastes 9:10), the only hope we have for 
salvation and deliverance from the power of sin 
and death is through our redemption and resur-
rection (Acts 4:12). We rejoice daily knowing 
that God designed a flawless plan to redeem 
father Adam (and thus all of his posterity) 
through Jesus. That plan satisfies God’s per-
fect justice and it allows a resurrection of all 
mankind. It provides them the opportunity for 
reconciliation to God and gaining everlasting 
life (Hosea 13:14, Romans 5:18-19).

Although “resurrection” is strictly a New 
Testament word, the concept was a common 
belief in Old Testament times, as evidenced by 
those prior to Jesus who believed in a future 
resurrection. These included Samuel (1 Sam-
uel 2:6), Job (19:25-26), David (Psalm 
30:3), Isaiah (26:19), Ezekiel (16:55), Dan-
iel (12:2), the Pharisees (Acts 23:8), and 
Abraham (Hebrews 11:19). Death is fre-
quently spoken of metaphorically in the Bible 
as “sleep,” indicating plainly that death is a 
state of unconsciousness, and explicitly imply-
ing a subsequent awakening from death (e.g., 
1 Kings 2:10, Daniel 12:2, John 11:11, 14, 
Acts 7:60, 24:15).

Jesus’ Resurrection Vital to  
the Restoration of Mankind

The resurrection is mankind’s one and only 
hope of life after death. It plays a critical role in 
God’s plan of salvation to restore mankind by 
ending the reign of sin and death on Earth. As 
our article title implies, resurrection means 
hope for all who have died, and our Lord Je-
sus was no exception. Paying the ransom for 
father Adam did not secure a future existence 

Sorrow will be turned to joy.
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Our hopes are 
fixed on God 
and His sure 

Word.

truth that they will be reunited with their loved 
ones in the Kingdom. Sharing the real Gos-
pel of hope (the “good news of great joy which 
will be for all people,” Luke 2:10) with the 
grieving will not only provide them with much 
needed comfort and relief but also embolden 
our efforts to be faithful to the Lord unto death 
(Proverbs 11:25, 1 Corinthians 9:16, 1 Peter 
3:15). Let us continue to be living epistles by 
displaying our confident expectation of God’s 
promised resurrection for all.

tional support required to functionally move 
God’s plan forward, by providing the moment 
of inertia towards realizing all the hopes based 
on God’s precious promises (the spokes) for 
different classes of individuals. Our Lord’s 
ransom sacrifice (the hub) is central to God’s 
plan; however, without the tired rim, the hub 
and spokes would be inoperable. So without 
the resurrection the propitiation of God’s jus-
tice by Jesus’ sacrifice would have no effect, re-
sulting in unfulfillment of all man’s hopes.

Sharing the Resurrection Hope
In contrast to the godless, whose hopes will 

perish (Job 8:13, Proverbs 11:7, Ephesians 
2:12), our hopes are fixed on God and His sure 
Word (Romans 15:4, 1 Timothy 6:17). These 
provide comfort and encouragement, leading 
to relatively less stress in our lives compared to 
much of the world around us. Hope’s buffering 
influence is most apparent when coping with 
the death of loved ones, particularly those who 
did not share our faith in the Redeemer. What 
a blessed comfort we have knowing our heav-
enly Father’s plan to resurrect all mankind in 
due time and eventually eradicate death (1 Cor-
inthians 15:26, 1 Thessalonians 4:13). One of 
our greatest Christian privileges is the ability 
to provide the bereaved with the God-honoring 

The fulfillment of all God’s precious promises to man is 
facilitated by the resurrection.

“Thy tender mercies and thy 
 lovingkindnesses ... have been 

ever of old” (Psalms 25:6).
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Until Adam sinned, there was no need 
for a resurrection. Yet, for man to learn 
the devastating consequences of sin, 

God gave Adam an opportunity to choose be-
tween right and wrong. But for the lesson to be 
learned and benefited from, there was a need to 
provide for a resurrection.

Jehovah God formed Adam in Eden “of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nos-
trils the breath of life; and man became a living 
soul” (Genesis 2:7 ASV). Then He put the 
man whom he had formed into the garden on 
the east side of Eden. And he caused two kinds 
of tree to grow there, “the tree of life ... and the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” Then 
Jehovah God said, “Of every [kind of] tree of 
the garden thou shalt surely begin to eat: but of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou 
shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely begin to die” (Genesis 
2:9, 16-17 RVIC).1

The third highest being in the universe, 
named “Morning Star” (Hebrew, Heylel, 
Greek, Eosphoros, Latin, Lucifer) had been 
appointed as the guardian cherub over Eden. 
But then he tried to make himself like the Most 
High. By using a serpent (or perhaps material-
izing as a serpent) he promised Eve that then 
their eyes would “be opened, and ye shall be 
as God [or, as gods], knowing good and evil” 
(Genesis 3:1-5 ASV). Thus were our first par-
ents ensnared into sin. 

Confronted by Jehovah God, Adam blamed 
Eve, Eve blamed the serpent, and God pro-
nounced the curse upon this serpent (now Sa-
tan, or Enemy): Enmity between Satan and 
the woman, and between Satan’s seed (man of 

lawlessness in 2 Thessalonians 2) and her seed 
(ultimately Jesus Christ, and probably includ-
ing his faithful Church). Satan would bruise 
the heel of the “seed of the woman,” but the 
latter will bruise the head of — will slay — 
Satan. “The God of peace shall bruise Satan 
under your feet shortly” (Romans 16:20).

God explained the natural and inevitable 
consequence of sin: To Eve it would not be 
pure joy in childbearing, but pain. To Adam it 
would be sweat until he returned to the ground 
(Hebrew, adamah), “for dust thou art, and 
unto dust shalt thou return.” Nothing was said 
about torture after death. “For the wages of sin 
is death” (Romans 6:23).

But the Psalmist asks, “What profit is there 
in my blood, when I go down to the pit? Shall 
the dust praise thee? shall it declare thy truth?” 
“Wilt thou show wonders to the dead? Shall 
they that are deceased arise and praise thee?” 
“The dead praise not Jehovah [Jah], neither 
any that go down into silence” (Psalms 30:9, 
88:10, 115:17 ASV).

The Perfect Plan
Let each of us pause: What can one think 

of that God could do to solve the problem? For 
man to learn the catastrophic consequence of 
sin, he had to die. But how can one profit long-

A Ransom for ALL

By One Man Came 
the Resurrection
“Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life” (John 11:25).

—————

(1) Editor’s note: Literally, “to die thou shalt die.” 
Insertion of “begin to” seems interpretive, but within 
reasonable bounds of the literal wording. Adam and Eve expelled from the Garden.
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Toward cancellation of, or redemption 
from, the Adamic sin, Paul writes: “So then 
as through one trespass condemnation cometh 
unto all men [humans, including women and 
children]; even so through one act of righteous-
ness justification of life cometh unto all men 
[humans]. (19) For as through the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, 
even so through the obedience of the one shall 
the many be made righteous” (Romans 5:18-
19 RVIC).

Verse 18 says that just as the [Adamic] con-
demnation comes to all humans, even so justi-
fication comes to all humans (whether in the 
Gospel Age or the Millennial Age), although 
the timing is not explicit. Verse 19 gives the 
timing explicitly. It puts the Adamic sin and its 
effect on the multitudes of mankind in the past, 
and the making of the multitudes righteous in 
the future.

Again, “But now hath Christ been raised 
from the dead, the firstfruits of them that are 
asleep. For since by a man cometh death, by 
a man cometh also the resurrection of the 
dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 
shall all be2 made alive. But each in his own 
order: Christ3 the firstfruits; after that they that 
are Christ’s in4 his presence. Then cometh the 
end, whenever he shall deliver up the kingdom 
to God, even the Father; when he shall have 
abolished all rule and all authority and pow-
er. For he must reign, till he hath put all his 
enemies under his feet. The last enemy is to 

term from this lesson? Adam, and all his prog-
eny, were condemned to death under his one 
sin. Even if a perfect man could be found to 
take Adam’s place in death, he could ransom 
from death Adam (and hence all descended 
from him), but then this one more worthy than 
Adam would be dead.

“God ... created all things ... according to 
a Plan of the Ages, which he formed for the 
Anointed Jesus our Lord” (Ephesians 3:9,11 
Emphatic Diaglott). So we leave the planning 
to God, try to learn of that plan from His word, 
and then try to cooperate with its outworking.

Since the expulsion from Eden, men, and 
then angels, fathered violent sons (2 Peter 2:4, 
Jude 6). Ten generations to the Flood showed 
man and angel that their strongest efforts gen-
erated only a world that was corrupt. “And 
 Jehovah said, My Spirit[kind] shall not strive 
in man[kind] for ever, in their going astray they 
are flesh: his days shall be yet a hundred twenty 
years” (Genesis 6:1-7 RVIC). 

Ten more generations bring us to Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, by which time Nimrod and 
his successors had turned much of the world to 
violence and slavery, and away from Jehovah 
God.

God then gave the Law through Moses as 
mediator to let the Israelites see that they them-
selves could not keep a perfect law, to see that 
they were sinful and in need of change — to see 
their need for a Redeemer (Galatians 3:24).

God then sent the Redeemer, Jesus Christ, 
to begin the Gospel Age. The next two thou-
sand years have been to develop the rest of the 
spiritual priesthood for the coming age — the 
thousand-year Kingdom of Christ — to bless 
all the families of the earth.

Ransom and Redemption
Priesthood has two duties: sacrifice and 

blessing. For Jesus Christ and his faithful 
Church, sacrificing is in the Gospel Age. Bless-
ing the people will be their duty in the Millen-
nial Age, and then to all eternity.

The ransom sacrifice of Jesus Christ to atone 
for the original sin of Adam is absolutely essen-
tial. It is fundamental to God’s plan of salva-
tion. The sacrifice of the individual members of 
the faithful Church is essential to their spiritual 
development, but there is no atoning merit in 
their sacrifice (they have none).

—————

(2) Or, be quickened. Compare verses 36, 45, John 
5:21, Romans 8:11.

(3) Or, a firstfruit Christ (or, Anointed)

(4) Or, during his presence.

Jesus, our Ransom Sacrifice

God created all 
things, 

according to a 
Plan of the 

Ages.
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God would have 
all people to be 
saved.

Kingdom. Not only sin, but death itself will be 
destroyed once and for all. “Death and hell de-
livered up the dead which were in them ... and 
death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death” (Revelation 20:13-
14).

A Ransom for All
“God our Saviour ... would have all men 

to be saved, and come to a full knowledge of 
truth. For there is one God, one mediator also 
between God and men, himself having7 been a 
man, Christ Jesus, the one having given himself 
a ransom for all; the testimony to be borne in 
its own times” (1 Timothy 2:3-6 RVIC).

How did God become our Saviour? He 
sent Jesus to become flesh; so that he might 
sacrifice himself on behalf of the whole human 
race, and thence to become the Saviour of the 
world. Like Abraham and Isaac, God was the 
planner and Jesus was the willing sacrifice; so 
both work together in their respective roles of 
being our Saviour. We should not hesitate to 
claim each as our Saviour.

If Jesus is “a ransom for all,” then all should 
be released from the enemy of death. But when 
the world is resurrected they will not yet be in 
harmony, they will need a mediator with God. 
Jesus is the ideal mediator between God and 
man. He has been a human, and now he has 
been raised with the same nature as God Him-
self. He has been on both sides of the fence!

Jesus Christ gave himself — his human life 
— a ransom for all mankind. His human na-
ture is the perfect substitute for fallen Adam. 
The testimony is borne for the faithful Church 
now in the Gospel Age and will be borne 
for the whole rest of the world in the Millen-
nial Age. (That is why Paul says, “in its own 
times,” plural).

Four steps were necessary for Jesus to re-
deem any or all of the human race:

(1) Baptism (at the Jordan River). He 
needed to commit himself to the will of his Fa-
ther. (He was then begotten of the holy Spirit.) 

(2) Crucifixion. He needed to give his flesh 
for the life of the world (John 6:51). “Christ 
also once for all died for sins” (1 Peter 3:18 
Weymouth).

(3) Resurrection. “And if Christ hath not 
been raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in 
your sins” (1 Corinthians 15:17 ASV).

be abolished, even death” 
(1 Corinthians 15:20-26 
RVIC).

The barley firstfruits 
were to be offered on the 
first day after the Sabbath 
(whether the Saturday Sab - 

bath or the first day of the 
Passover Feast. In the cru-
cifixion year they coincided). That was the very 
day in AD 33 that Jesus was raised from the 
dead. Forty-nine days later (Day 50, Pente-
cost) the wheat firstfruits were to be offered. 
That was the very day in AD 33 that the dis-
ciples of Christ were first baptized with the holy 
Spirit. (Compare verse 23.)

Verse 21 expresses Jesus Christ’s substitu-
tionary atonement: a perfect man’s life sacri-
ficed for the forfeited life of Adam. Verse 22 
stresses again that all who die in Adam will 
also be redeemed in Christ.5 The resurrected 
world will also be quickened in the Kingdom 
of Christ. That is, they will be prodded and 
helped along the way back to the perfection lost 
in Eden. This universal salvation is not uni-
versal reconciliation. However, it is universal 
opportunity.

The resurrection will be orderly and in 
proper sequence: Jesus Christ and the faithful 
Church of the Gospel Age first (followed by 
the great multitude),6 then in the Millennial 
Age the Ancient Worthies (Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Joseph, Moses, etc.), followed by fleshly 
Israel and the rest of the world.

Verse 24 adds, “Then cometh the end [con-
summation; McReynolds says, completion] 
... when he shall have abolished all [disobedi-
ent] rule and authority and power.” All will 
be in harmony when God receives the Eternal 

—————

(5) The “all” necessarily means all humanity. If all 
resurrected in Christ were only believers, then only 
believers must have died in Adam. An untenable 
thought.

(6) Three groups are given in 1 Corinthians 3:10-17: 
Bride, great multitude, and unfaithful (who alone are 
not resurrected).

(7) There is no explicit verb in the Greek. The nearest 
antecedent is three clauses earlier, and it is in Aorist 
(which can be any tense of the past). The verb in the 
following clause is a past participle, so it is appropriate 
to similarly translate “having been” here.

Barley
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Jesus’ 
sacrificial 

death 
guarantees the 

resurrection.

(4) Ascension. “Christ entered ... into 
heaven itself, now to appear before the face of 
God for us” (Hebrews 9:24 ASV).

Jesus’ sacrificial death guarantees the resur-
rection. Jesus summarizes the matter: “I am the 
resurrection, and the life: he that believeth on 
me [in the Gospel Age], though he die, yet 
shall he live; and whosoever liveth and believeth 
on me [in Christ’s thousand-year Kingdom] 
shall never die” (John 11:25-26 ASV).

“Christ also, having been once offered to 
bear the sins of many, shall appear a second 
time, apart from sin-offering, to them that wait 
for him, unto salvation” (Hebrews 9:28 RVIC). 
The offering of Christ’s merit towards cancel-
lation of sin was accomplished for the Church 
at Pentecost. The world still awaits the offer-
ing for sin on their behalf. That will mean their 
resurrection.

A Benefit to Jesus Also
Jesus poured out his life for us all, “to taste 

of death for every” one. But in the process the 
perfect one grew yet stronger in character.

We behold “Jesus ... that by the grace of 
God he should taste of death for every man. 
For it became him, for whom are all things, and 
through whom are all things, in bringing many 
sons unto glory, to make the author of their 
salvation perfect [mature] through sufferings.” 
“Though he was a Son, yet learned obedi-
ence by the things which he suffered” (He-
brews 2:9-10, 5:8). Though Jesus was “holy, 
guileless, undefiled, separated from sinners,” 
even this perfect man could grow yet stronger 
in character and obedience to the Father.

Jesus told his disciples, “I have a baptism to 
be baptized with; and how am I straitened till 
it be accomplished” (Luke 12:50). Baptism 
was not simply the immersion of Jesus at the 
Jordan River, but was a lifelong baptism to fur-
ther strengthen character and complete him as 
a New Creation. Christians also are to undergo 
this lifelong baptism (Mark 10:38-39).

God changed the nature of the Word (Lo-
gos) twice. (1) The Word had been “the be-
ginning of the creation of God” (Revelation 
3:14, John 1:1-2, 1 Corinthians 8:6), “the 
angel of Jehovah” (Zechariah 3:1). God was 
the architect, and the Word was now the active 
agent. Through participating in creating other 
beings he would learn to love them. (2) The 
Word was made flesh (human) to provide the 
ransom for Adam (and hence all mankind), to 
learn what it is like to be strictly obedient un-
der the severest opposition, and to learn to love 
even his enemies. (3) The Word was raised in 
the divine nature, so that he is now “the efful-
gence of [God’s] glory, and the very image 
of his substance” (Hebrews 1:3 ASV). In the 
economy of God’s plan, Jesus provided the res-
urrection from the dead, and was in turn devel-
oped to receive the nature of God Himself, the 
foremost of “bringing many sons unto glory.” 
From archangel, to human, to divine.

God used the earthly human humiliations 
to develop yet stronger character in Jesus, that 
He might raise him to the divine nature — the 
same nature as God Himself — to incorrup-
tion and immortality. Wherefore the Psalmist 
says, “Thy throne is the throne of God for ever 
and ever: A scepter of equity is the scepter 
of thy kingdom” (Psalm 45:6, Hebrews 1:8 
ASV, margin).

And there is a lesson for each and every one 
of us: “Have this mind in you, which was also 
in Christ Jesus: who, existing in the form of 
God, counted not the being on an equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied him-
self, taking the form of a servant, being made in 
the likeness of men; and being found in fashion 
as a man, he humbled himself, becoming obedi-
ent even unto death, yea, the death of the cross. 
Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and 
gave unto him the name which is above every 
name ... and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father” (Philippians 2:5-11 ASV).“I have a baptism to be baptized with.” 
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The Bible points us to the one great hope 
for the world: the resurrection of the 
dead. It tells us of the vitally-important 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, but also of the rais-
ing of eight others from the dead.

All three cases of people returning from 
the dead in the Old Testament relate to Elijah 
and his successor, Elisha. “No one hath as-
cended into heaven, but he that descended out 
of heaven, even the Son of man” (John 3:13), 
but Elijah’s life was terminated by a tornado to 
typify those faithful who later would receive a 
heavenly nature — Jesus Christ and his faith-
ful Church. After Elisha assisted Elijah to the 
end of Elijah’s life, Elisha continued working 
on earth. So also there are those who help the 
faithful of today for as long as the Church re-
mains. As Elisha then did about twice as many 
miracles as Elijah; after the Church is complete 
and resurrected, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Jo-
seph, Moses, David, Daniel and many others 
will be resurrected on earth and restore a resur-
rected world back to the perfection lost in Eden 
(Hebrews 11:4-39).

We can know these resurrections1 were only 
temporary, and not part of the resurrection 
prom ised for all mankind, because none of 
those resurrected is still alive today.

Elijah (God is Jehovah)
Ahab, King of the ten-tribe kingdom of Is-

rael, married Jezebel from the Canaanite city 
of Sidon, built a temple and altar to Baal, and 
sinned worse than all the kings before him. 
God then announced through Elijah that there 
would be no rain in Israel until Elijah called for 
it. There was then no rain for 3½ years (Luke 
4:25, James 5:17). During the drought God 
sent Elijah to Zarephath, which was ruled by 
Jezebel’s home city of Sidon, to be fed by a 
widow there. Her jar of meal and cruse of oil 
did not run out during all that time.

Later on in the drought, her son fell sick and 
stopped breathing. Elijah laid the child upon 
his own bed, stretched himself upon him and 
cried, “O Jehovah my God, Let, I pray thee, 

A Shadow of Things to Come

Temporary Resurrections 
Before Calvary
“Our friend Lazarus is fallen asleep; but I go that I may awake him out of sleep”  
(John 11:11). (Quotations are from the American Standard Version, ASV, 1901, except as noted.)

James Parkinson

__________

(1) Some may prefer to call them “resuscitations,” as 
they did not grant an opportunity for eternal life; and 
so reserve the word “resurrection” for the coming age, 
when eternal life may result. However, H. C. Hoskier 
in 1929 published a complete collation of then known 
Revelation manuscripts (mss.), showing 69 mss. omit-
ting, and 112 mss. inserting, “The rest of the dead 
lived not until the thousand years were finished” (the 
oldest form of the insertion, supported by three mss.) 
in one of at least five forms in Revelation 20:5. 

The only pre-Constantine evidence is Victorinus of 
Petau, ca. AD 300, who omitted it, though a centu-
ry later Jerome claimed he included it! The earliest 
Greek manuscript of this chapter — Sinaiticus of the 
mid 4th century — omits it, as does the earliest Ara-
maic/Syriac, syr(ph). The earlier forms of both Ae-
cumenius text and Majority text (Koine) also omit it.

Without this sentence, there seems to be no motiva-
tion for limiting the understanding of “resurrection” 
to exclude ones which were not unto eternal life. John 
11:24-25 seems to make resurrection and life related 
but distinct. Yet, let each student of Scripture use ter-
minology according to his best understanding.Elijah and the widow’s son
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Elisha raising 
the dead 

foreshadowed 
the Times of 
Restitution.

This incident of raising the dead would also 
foreshadow the Times of Restitution, in which 
fleshly Israel and the world will be restored to 
life. (This incident focuses attention on one 
who had no expectation of being taken up. 
Such a group would include Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Joseph, etc.)

One more incident involved Elisha, though 
it was after he died. Moab was invading Isra-
el about the beginning of the year (in Israel, 
probably about Nisan 1, in the beginning of 
Spring; unlike the Autumn Tishri 1 New Year 
reckoning in Judah). As the grave diggers were 
burying a man who had just died, they saw a 
band of Moabite soldiers headed their way; so 
they hastily put the body into the sepulcher of 
Elisha. But when the dead man “touched the 
bones of Elisha, he revived, and stood up on 
his feet” (2 Kings 13:21).

Jesus (Jehovah is Salvation)
Jesus may have been going from Capernaum 

to Jerusalem for one of the three mandatory 
feasts (Leviticus 23) when he and his disciples 
and a great multitude of others came to Nain. 
Jesus encountered a widow whose only son had 
died, and he had compassion on her. When 
he touched the coffin, the pallbearers stopped. 
“Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. And he 
that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And 
he gave him to his mother. And fear took hold 
on all: and they glorified God” (Luke 7:11-15).

Also early in Jesus’ ministry, Jesus and the 
disciples returned across the Sea of Galilee, 
probably to Capernaum. An honorable ruler of 
the local synagogue, Jairus, had only one child, 
a 12 year old daughter who was dying. As he 
came to ask Jesus’ help, others told him that his 
daughter had just died. “But Jesus hearing it, 
answered him, Fear not: only believe, and she 
shall be made whole [healthy]. And when he 
came to the house ... he said, Weep not; for she 

the boy’s soul return upon his midst!”2 God 
then did as Elijah asked, “and he revived.” 
God’s purpose was achieved when the widow 
said to Elijah, “Now I know that thou art a 
man of God, and that the word of Jehovah in 
thy mouth is truth” (1 Kings 17:17-24).

Elijah raising the widow’s son foreshadowed 
the Times of Restitution, in which Jesus Christ 
and his faithful Church will resurrect and re-
store the world of mankind to perfection.3 

Elisha (God is salvation)
A great woman at Shunem (in the upper 

Jezreel Valley) fed Elisha a meal each time he 
passed through, and then she and her aged 
husband also built a small place for him at the 
wall of the city. But she had no children. Elisha 
promised that she and her husband would have 
a son twelve months later, and it came to pass.

When the son was grown, he went out dur-
ing harvest and took ill before his father (likely 
of a sunstroke). His mother held him on her 
lap until he died at noon. Then she took the 
body and laid it on Elisha’s bed (perhaps re-
calling Elijah and the widow’s son). She then 
went to Elisha at Mt. Carmel (20-30 miles 
to the northwest). Elisha’s servant was able 
to do nothing, but Elisha followed soon after 
and stretched himself upon the child and gave 
him mouth-to-mouth resuscitation (2 Kings 
4:17-37).

__________

(2) Translated quite literally. Rotherham says, “O 
Yahweh, my God! Let the life [soul] of this boy, I 
pray thee, come again within him.” NEB comparably 
well says, “O LORD my God, let the breath of life, 
I pray thee, return to the body of this child.” (Noth-
ing suggests that the soul had been anywhere else, or 
that it was then still in existence. John A. Meggison 
 comments, “Nephesh, breath, the only thing going 
out of a man at death and which by re-entering gives 
life. In Job 27:3, he says the Spirit of God was in his 
 nostrils.”)

(3) Or possibly, we may note that the boy was raised 
during the 3½ years, which time is 42 months, and 
1260 days (compare Revelation 11:3,6, 12:6,14, 
13:5). If 1260 “days” is taken to be AD 539 to 1799, 
then the revival of the boy might suggest the Refor-
mation, beginning about AD 1517. (The initiation of 
Papal reign rose over the period 538-540, and it was 
terminated by France during a period of 1798-1800.) 
One editor suggests this miracle typifies Jesus’ mira-
cles in his first advent, while Elisha’s miracles typify 
the kingdom miracles.

Jesus raising the daughter of Jairus
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Both 
Testaments give 
us examples of 
resurrection 
that point to 
the object of 
Jesus’ sacrifice.

to Jairus’ daughter, Talitha, arise; or Maiden, 
arise). Then she sat up, and he “raised her up; 
and calling the saints and widows, he presented 
her alive. And it became known throughout all 
Joppa: and many believed on the Lord” (Acts 
9:36-42).

When Paul was at Troas, the evening be-
fore his planned departure, he spoke until mid-
night, until a young man, Eutychus, sitting in 
an open third-story window, fell asleep, fell out 
and died. Paul stretched himself out upon the 
boy and he revived5 (Acts 20:7-12).

Jesus alone was resurrected to eternal life. 
These other incidents of raising the dead con-
firm to this world that the object of Jesus and his 
faithful Church is ultimately the resurrection of 
the world in Christ’s thousand-year kingdom.

Two Non-Resurrections
The healing of the Centurion’s bondservant 

was not a resurrection, as the servant “was sick 
and at the point of death,” but not dead (Luke 
7:2-10).

The earthquake at Jesus’ crucifixion is un-
derstood by some to be a resurrection without 
hands, however premature. But a literal ren-
dering of Matthew 27:50-52 (RVIC) makes 
that unnecessary: “And Jesus cried again with 
a loud voice, and gave up his breath ... and 
the earth did quake; and the rocks were rent; 
and the tombs were opened; and many bodies 
of the saints that had fallen asleep were awak-
ened; and coming forth out of the tombs after 
his resurrection they entered into the holy city 
and appeared unto many.” 

The only resurrection mentioned here is that 
of Jesus. The disciples, who had not stayed 
awake one hour, were hiding and asleep in 
the cemetery and were awakened by the earth-
quake. After Jesus’ resurrection and ascension 
they “returned to Jerusalem with great joy: and 
were continually in the temple blessing God” 
(Luke 24:52-53).

Concluding Thought
Both Old and New Testaments give us ex-

amples of resurrection that point us to the ob-
ject of Jesus’ sacrifice: the resurrection of the 
whole world in the Kingdom of Christ. If we 
do not tell the world of the hope of the resur-
rection, who else can? Kindly and humbly, let 
us speak up!

is not dead, but sleepeth ... he, taking her by 
the hand, called, saying, Maiden, arise. And 
her spirit [breath] returned, and she rose up 
immediately: and he commanded that some-
thing be given her to eat” (Luke 8:41-56).

Late in Jesus’ ministry was the raising of 
Lazarus, a younger brother to Martha and 
Mary. When Jesus 
heard Lazarus was 
ill, he delayed to 
arrive until Laza-
rus had been in 
the tomb four days. 
Martha at her fin-
est confessed, “I 
know that he shall 
rise again in the 
resurrection in the 
last day.” Jesus 
then thanked God 
his Father, and called, “Lazarus, come forth.” 
(This miracle was so widely witnessed, that the 
jealous chief priests sought to slay both Jesus 
and Lazarus.) But what could they gratefully 
do for Jesus, the son of God? Weeks later, when 
Jesus returned, Mary anointed him with a per-
fume worth a year’s wages for a day laborer4 
(John 12:2,5).

Post-Pentecost Raisings
After Jesus was crucified, was raised by his 

Father, and ascended to Him, Peter and Paul 
each raised one from the dead. In the city of 
Joppa, Tabitha (whose name in Greek was Dor-
cas, meaning Gazelle) had made many clothes 
for others, including the poor, but she fell sick 
and died. They called for Peter, then about fif-
teen miles away, and he came promptly. Peter 
asked the others to leave the room, prayed, and 
said, “Tabitha, arise” (similar to Jesus’ words 
__________

(4) Even a year’s wages, perhaps $30,000 today, 
would seem a pittance, compared to modern operat-
ing room and hospital charges, if such a life restoring 
operation could even be performed!

(5) He who has the keys of death and of Hades (Rev-
elation 1:18) had given Peter the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven (Matthew 16:18-19) to open the heavenly 
calling to the Jews at Pentecost and to the Gentiles 
beginning with Cornelius (and perhaps to the Samari-
tans between times). That Paul also raised one from 
the dead (perhaps a Gentile lad), would seem to con-
firm him as the apostle who replaced Judas Iscariot.

“Lazurus, come forth.”
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It was the early hours of Sunday morn-
ing when Mary Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of James went to our Lord’s tomb to 

further care for their Master’s bodily remains. 
The two women who were with the Master in 
his last moments of life at Calvary would now 
be the first to hear the words, “He has risen” 
from an illuminated angel that sat upon the 
huge stone door that sealed Jesus’ tomb.

Their endearing devotion to their beloved 
Jesus was rewarded because the stone door 
had been miraculously rolled away. Trying to 
shake off the fear that overwhelmed them, they 
entered the tomb. There they reaffirmed what 
the angel had told them about the Lord’s resur-
rection, and their joy of exhilaration displaced 
heaviness in their hearts. They ran, bursting 
with excitement, to tell the Apostles of this most 
momentous event — Jesus’ resurrection from 
the dead!

The doctrine of Jesus’ resurrection is a fun-
damental fulcrum of the Christian faith. So 
fundamental is it that numerous other Christian 
doctrines would topple over in rapid succession 
if this pivotal doctrine were not true. There 
would be no hope for any man beyond the 
present life unless Christ Jesus was resurrected 
from the dead. But our living hope is anchored 
in the fact that Jesus has, indeed, risen from 
death. “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who according to his great 
mercy begat us again unto a living hope by 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” 
(1 Peter 1:3 RV).

1 Corinthians 15:12-22 expresses how in-
separable is the resurrection of Jesus to the fun-
damental teachings of our Christian belief in a 
resurrection of the dead, based on Jesus’ ran-
som sacrifice. (Please read those verses before 
proceeding!)

Paul emphasizes that there could be no res-
urrection of anyone else from the dead if Christ 
had not already been raised from the dead. 
Conversely, if Christ be raised from the dead, 
then there is a resurrection of the dead. If Christ 
be not risen, then all the Apostle’s preaching 
was in vain and our faith is in vain. If our faith 
is in vain then we are yet in our sins and all who 
have ever died have perished forever. If in this 
life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all 
men most miserable. But now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and become the firstfruits of 
them that slept. “By man came death, by man 
came also the resurrection of the dead. For as 
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:21,22).

Praise God (and our precious Jesus), we do 
have hope that the dead will be raised — be-
cause we do believe, and have absolute faith 
in, Christ Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. 

Our faith has substance because we believe 
in the Bible’s complete testimony. And that ba-

The Most Important Resurrection

The Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ
“If Christ hath not been raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins”  
(1 Corinthians 15:17 RVIC).

Larry McClellan

 “He is Risen”
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Through the 
obedience of 
one, the many 
will be made 
righteous.

assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised 
him from the dead.” 

However, clarification is given in 2 Corinthi-
ans 5:16, “Wherefore henceforth know we no 
man after the flesh: yea, though we have known 
Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know 
we him no more.” Christ is “no more” after 
the flesh. In other words, he was raised a spirit 
being — and likewise we are to be raised spirit 
beings — not with these bodies of flesh that we 
have now. “Flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 15:50). “For 
if we have been planted together in the likeness 
of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of 
his resurrection” (Romans 6:5).

Jesus’ resurrection assures us that all of the 
divine requirements have been met for God to 
be both just, and the justifier of all that believe 
in Jesus Christ (Romans 3:26). Divine law 
requires that only a perfect life can be a cor-
responding price to offset the debt incurred by 
another perfect life. An eye for an eye and a 
life for a life. A perfect man brought the death 
penalty on the human race through disobedi-
ence, and only a perfect man could redeem the 
human race by substituting a ransom, a corre-
sponding price, of his perfect life. 

“As through the one man’s disobedience the 
many were made sinners, even so through the 
obedience of the one shall the many be made 
righteous” (Romans 5:19 RV). (Many can be 
all, and all can be many. There were many 
people in the congregation and all of them at-
tended the service. There are many people that 
have lived on the earth and all of them will be 
raised from the sleep of death. John 5:28-29) 
The Bible assures us that all mankind will have 
an awakening from death, and an opportunity 

sis of our hope — even though not seen with 
the visible eye, is seen with the eye of faith 
— mentally understood and internalized. Ev-
erything we read from the Bible adds up and 
makes perfect sense to support the existence of 
Jehovah God, its author, His wisdom, His jus-
tice, and His incredible love (John 3:16).

Witnesses of Jesus’ Resurrection
From the fundamental doctrines of the Ran-

som, to the permission of evil, to the Resur-
rection blessings secured through Jesus’ pre-
cious sacrifice, our belief is based on our faith 
and the reasonable evidence of the scriptural 
record — sealed with the assurance of Jesus’ 
resurrection. Additionally, what happened at 
Pentecost also confirmed the fact of Jesus’ res-
urrection and his divinely accepted sacrifice. 
The hundreds assembled in the upper room 
were  witnesses to the cloven tongues of fire, the 
rushing wind, and the miraculous abilities to 
speak foreign languages, abilities given to these 
early  Christians to further spread the Gospel 
(Acts 2:1-6).

Furthermore, we have the eleven apostolic 
witnesses that Jesus arose from the dead — 
and even one last apostle, Paul, who witnessed 
Jesus’ condition of spirit glory on the way to 
Damascus (Acts 9:3-5). This was not just one 
occurrence. Some ten or eleven times Jesus ap-
peared to the apostles in witness of his resur-
rection! This jury of twelve were so convinced 
in this verdict of Jesus’ resurrection that they 
demonstrated the convictions of their testimony 
by enduring persecutions of torture and/or cru-
el deaths. (We say, spirit glory. Jesus was not 
raised with his human body; that perfect human 
life was totally given up as the ransom sacrifice 
for the debt incurred by Adam) (1 Timothy 
2:5-6, 1 Corinthians 15:21,22).

Some misunderstand the scripture in Acts 
17:31 to teach that Jesus (as well as the saints) 
have a bodily resurrection as stated in the post 
Biblical Apostolic Creed. “Because he [God] 
hath appointed a day, in the which he will 
judge the world in righteousness by that man1 
whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given 
__________

(1) The Greek word for “man” is not anthropos, 
which distinguishes a man from animals and from 
spirit beings; but is an-er, which distinguishes a male 
human from female or inanimate.

Jesus shows himself to Thomas
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son has risen to a heavenly reward. But Paul 
says, “the dead in Christ” shall rise first — 
after Jesus’ second coming, during his presence 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16). If these dead rise first, 
then clearly nobody has risen from the dead 
prior to this! Before Christ’s return all men are 
asleep in the condition of death — everyone, 
even spirit-begotten Christians (see 1 Thessa-
lonians 4:13-16).

When God raised up Jesus from the dead, 
Jesus became the firstfruits of those asleep 
in death. “But if the Spirit of him [God] that 
raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he 
that raised up Christ from the dead shall also 
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that 
dwelleth in you (Romans 8:11, 23).

What does the resurrection of Jesus mean for 
us on an emotional level? Do we feel a sense 
of exhilaration and joy, knowing that his meri-
torious sacrifice and ascension mean not only 
an escape from eternal oblivion (death), but he 
also gave us the most awesome invitation that 
will ever be offered to a human being? 

In the present age God’s invitation provides 
the opportunity for life on the highest plane 
of existence, the divine nature, an inheritance 
incorruptible and undefiled. If successful in 
battling the world, the flesh, and the devil, we 
will be raised immortal, to be part of the divine 
family, to bless all the families of the earth, and 
to honor God’s name for the rest of eternity 
throughout the universe. Oh, how our hearts 
rejoice that our Master has risen from the dead 
and in humility with deepest appreciation, we 
rejoice and praise God for the blessed vision 
before us — of being a part of that Abrahamic 
Seed that will bless all the families of the earth 
(1 Peter 1:4, 2 Peter 1:4, 1 Corinthians 15:53, 
Galatians 3:29, 1 Peter 1:3, and  Hebrews 
12:2).

to regain actual perfection and all that was lost 
in Adam (Acts 17:31, Romans 3:26).

Yet one can be awakened from death, con-
tinue in the dying condition, and fall back into 
death again. Examples of this were Lazarus, 
the son of the widow of Nain, Dorcas, and the 
child of the Shunammite woman. But these 
were no part of the resurrection provided by 
Jesus’ blood.

The Greek word resurrection, from the di-
vine standpoint, has the idea of standing up 
(Greek: anastasis, a raising to life again — full 
life, like Adam originally had). Mankind will 
undergo the process of being awakened from 
the dead and progressing towards a full stand-
ing of life in actual perfection during the Mes-
sianic Age, the 1000 year millennium found in 
Revelation 20.

Jesus taught us that from the divine stand-
point all men were considered dead in his eyes: 
“let the dead bury their dead” (Matthew 8:22). 
Men were not truly alive in the full resurrection 
sense.2 However, Jesus was raised to a perfect 
spiritual nature and therefore did have a full 
resurrection, a full standing of perfect life. The 
Bible promises that his little flock of 144,000 
will likewise be raised to a perfect spiritual 
nature (Romans 6:4, 1 John 3:2, Revelation 
14:1). Even though there were individuals that 
were awakened from death before Jesus, Jesus 
was the firstborn from the dead in the sense of 
a complete resurrection to life.

Christ the Firstfruits
1 Corinthians 15:20 states, “But now is 

Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
firstfruits of them that slept. Let us reason 
together regarding the resurrection: If Christ 
risen from the dead was the firstfruits of those 
asleep in death, what does that say about all 
who died before him? You cannot be first at 
anything (such as a race) if others have gone 
before you. It confirms that Daniel, King Da-
vid, and Abraham are not in heaven (John 
3:13). Some believe Christ has not returned 
but tell people at funerals that the dead per-

__________

(2) Editors’ note: When it is noted that the first sen-
tence of Revelation 20:5 was not added until centu-
ries later, the meaning of “resurrection” need not be 
so limited. The entire restoration to human perfection 
may be described as “resurrection and restitution.”

 Christ’s body members share in the first resurrection.
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V Religious

To the Catholic Church’s “seven deadly sins,” Pope 
Francis has added the “15 ailments of the Curia.” 
Francis issued a blistering indictment of the Vatican 

bureaucracy, accusing the cardinals, bishops and 
priests who serve him of using their Vatican careers 

to grab power and wealth, of living “hypocritical” 
double lives and forgetting that they’re supposed to 
be joyful men of God. — Start Tribune, 1/19/2015

While Christianity is waning in many parts of the 
world, in China it is growing rapidly — despite 
state strictures. The rise in evangelical Protestant-

ism in particular, driven both by people’s spiritual 
yearnings and individual human needs in a collec-

tive society, is taking place in nearly every part of 
the nation. Western visitors used to seeing empty 
sanctuaries in the United States or Europe can be 
dumbfounded by the Sunday gatherings held in 
convention-center-size buildings where people line 
up for blocks to get in — one service after another. 
In Wenzhou, not far from Hangzhou, an estimated 
1.2 million Protestants now exist in a city of 9 mil-
lion people alone. (It is called “China’s Jerusalem.”) 
— Christian Science Monitor, 1/11/2015

ture in Europe and that over half of British Jews say 
that they have witnessed more anti-Semitism in the 
past two years than ever. The survey, conducted by 
an independent anti-Semitism group, also found that 
45 percent of the British Jews surveyed feel their 
family is threatened by Islamist extremism. Some 
2,230 British Jews were given a link to complete the 
online survey. — The Guardian, 1/14/2015

In 1987, Christians in Iraq numbered 1.4 million. 
Since then, the country’s population has doubled but 
its Christian community has declined to 400,000. 
Many of these people are now internally displaced 
because of IS, a Sunni Muslim militant movement 
that drove them from their homes in August 2014 in 
its effort to establish an Islamic “caliphate.” — New 

Statesman, 1/29/2015

H Social

Alex Malarky, 17, who at 6-years old claimed he 
died while in a coma and went to heaven and back, 

has recanted his story that was published in a best-
selling book in 2010. Malarkey writes, calling, well, 
malarkey on himself. “I said I went to heaven be-

cause I thought it would get me attention.” Family 
therapist Dr. Paul Hokemeyer says it’s not a surprise 
that Malarkey would make up a story in the wake of 
his experience. “When something happens that is so 

traumatic, regardless of our age, we work to make 

sense of it and put it in a way that will help us pro-

cess and sort it out.” — Yahoo Parenting, 1/16/2015

Nearly half of the British population agreed with 
one of four anti-Semitic statements presented to 
them  according to a new poll, which found that 

one in eight of those surveyed believe that Jew-

ish people see the Holocaust as a means of gain-

ing  sympathy. It also found that one in four (25%) 
Britons believed that Jews chase money more 
than other British people, a figure which rose to 
39% of those participants who identified them-

selves as Ukip  voters. The research by YouGov 
was  com missioned by the Campaign Against Anti- 
Semitism (CAA), a network of activists in the UK 
which said that Britain was at a “tipping point” 

and warned that anti-Semitism would grow unless 
it was met by “zero tolerance.” — The Guardian, 

1/13/2015

Chinese Christians studying the Bible (DHI Institute).

Archaeological looting is a global issue that threat-

ens the preservation of cultural heritage. In the Mid-

dle East, archaeological looting and the deliberate 
destruction of archaeological sites and monuments 

amid ongoing warfare have captured international 

attention. Antiquities looted from sites in Syria and 
northern Iraq and subsequently trafficked are one of 
the main sources of funding for the Islamic State, 
the Sunni extremist group referred to as ISIS or 
ISIL. — Bible History Daily, 2/25/2015

A British survey found that 58 percent of British 
Jews believe that Jews may have no long-term fu-
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A measles outbreak in California was tied to visits 

to Disneyland during the holiday season of 2014. 
According to the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention, 84 people in 14 states were diagnosed 
with measles in January. Most were infected either 
at Disneyland or by someone who went there. Dis-

credited warnings about the potential danger of the 

vaccine resulted in many parents refusing to give 
their children protection against the virus for those 

born after 1957. — AP, USA Today, 1/30/2015

A record 2,212 firearms — most of them loaded 
— were discovered in travelers’ carry-on bags at 
U.S. airports last year, according to 2014 statistics 
released by the Department of Homeland Security 
Administration. — USA Today, 1/23/2015

G Political

Saudi Arabia’s King 
Abdullah bin Abdul 

Aziz has died at 90. 
Abdullah had come 

to power in 2005 af-
ter his half-brother 

King Fahd died and 

was the force behind 

OPEC and an ally 

of the U.S. in the 
fight against al-Qa-

eda. Israeli President 

Reuven Rivlin said he was saddened by the death of 
King Abdullah, whom he credited with enhancing 

regional stability. Under Abdullah, Israel expanded 
its unofficial intelligence sharing with Saudi Ara-

bia, particularly as Iran — seen as a threat both by 
Israel and Saudi Arabia — in recent years appeared 
to be getting closer to obtaining nuclear weapons 

capability. — AP, 1/23/2015

In response to the growing threat posed by the Is-

lamic State terrorist group, the royal family of Sau-

di Arabia is having a 600-mile barrier constructed 
to completely block the Iraqi portion of the Saudi 
northern border, hoping to prevent ISIS militants 
from infiltrating the kingdom. The planned fence 
structure will span the entire distance of the Iraq-

Saudi border, from Jordan to Kuwait. The border 
barrier system will feature five layers of barbed 
wire fencing, a ditch, a patrol road, 240 rapid re-

sponse vehicles, underground motion sensors, 40 
watchtowers, radar, day/night cameras, seven com-

mand centers, 28 communication towers, 32 mili-

tary response stations (equipped with helipads), and 
three rapid intervention teams. The entire system 
will also be connected through a fiber-optic com-

munications network. — Christian Post, 1/20/2015

Israel, in cooperation with other countries, initiated 

the first UN General Assembly Special Meeting on 
Anti-Semitism. Thirty-seven member states includ-

ing Israel, the United States, Canada, Australia, and 
all members of the European Union (EU), sent a 
letter to Mr. Sam Kutesa, President of the United 
Nations General Assembly, calling for a special 
session to address the global outbreak of anti-Sem-

itism. The American, Canadian and the EU Mis-

sions to the UN partnered with Israel to host the 

event. Israel’s Ambassador to the United Nations, 

Ron Prosor, stated, “It says a lot that so many coun-

tries have partnered with Israel to raise this issue of 

anti-Semitism to the top of the UN’s agenda. We 
have a great deal of work to do to move this issue 

from the headlines to the history books.” The event 
took place on January 22nd and was broadcast live 
from the UN. — Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

1/18/2015

More than one million people may have been forced 
to leave their homes in northern Nigeria by the five-
year-old insurgency of Islamist sect Boko Haram, 
a United Nations agency said. The militants’ at-
tacks may force even more people to flee, both in-

ternally and to Cameroon, Niger and Chad, which 
could destabilize the region, the International Or-
ganization for Migration (IOM) warned. “We also 
are concerned with the regional impact of the crisis 

and potential threats to the peace and security of 
neighboring countries, should Boko Haram’s in-

surgency spread,” said IOM Director of Operations 
and Emergencies Mohammed Abdiker. The Sunni 
Muslim sect, which is trying to carve out an Islamic 
state in the largely Muslim north of the west African 
country, has killed thousands since 2009 in what is 
seen as the biggest security threat to Africa’s top oil 
producer. — Reuters, 1/21/2015

$ Financial

$3,300,000,000,000 — $3.3 Trillion — amount of 
U.S. consumer debt at the end of 2014, excluding 
real estate loans. — USA Today, 1/9/2015

Greece said it will struggle to make debt repay-

ments to the IMF (International Monetary Fund) 
and the European Central Bank this year as Ger-
many’s finance minister voiced open doubts about 

King Abdullah, Saudia Arabia
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Herod’s Temple (Wikipedia)

Athens’ trustworthi-

ness. A day after euro 
zone finance minis-

ters agreed to a four-

month extension of 

a financial rescue for 
the currency bloc’s 
most heavily indebt-
ed member, Finance 

Minister Yanis Varou-

fakis gave a frank as-

sessment of Greece’s 

financial position.” We will not have liquidity prob-

lems for the public sector. But we will definitely 
have problems in making debt payments to the IMF 
now and to the ECB in July,” he told Alpha Radio. 
He put no figure on the funding gap. After interest 
payments this month of about 2 billion Euros, Ath-

ens must repay an IMF loan of around 1.6 billion 
that matures in March and about 7.5 billion in ma-

turing bonds held by the ECB in July and August. 
German Finance Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble said 
no further aid would be paid out until Athens ful-

filled all the conditions. — Reuter’s 2/25/2015

Every year, some 55,000 New Yorkers move to 
Florida, more than those who migrate to any other 
state. Each year, New York’s Department of Taxa-

tion and Finance collects more than $200 million 
from “residency audits,” in which taxpayers must 
provide elaborate evidence of their whereabouts. If 

you want to stop paying New York income tax, you 
must prove you’re spending more than half the year 
outside New York. If you’re close to the 183-day 
limit, you may need to account for every single day, 
and that’s not always easy. The state will look at 
phone records, credit card receipts, and other bills. 

When it comes to counting days in New York, the 
taxman is strict. If you’re flying back to Florida 
from JFK, for example, and your plane’s 11:30 p.m. 
departure from Queens is delayed until after mid-

night — bam, you’ve just spent an extra taxable day 
in New York. — Bloomberg, 2/25/2015

Y Israel
“The LORD builds up Jerusalem; He gathers to-

gether the outcasts of Israel” (Psalms 147:2). In a 
year that was marked by increased anti-Semitism in 
many parts of the world, aliyah hit a 10-year high 
with approximately 26,500 new immigrants com-

ing to the Land. The number of immigrants from 

France in 2014 more than doubled when compared 
to the previous year. The number of Jewish people 

fleeing from Ukraine almost tripled-from 2,020 to 
5,840 in 2014. Both countries experienced violent 
anti-Semitism and, in Ukraine’s case, the violence 
of a civil war. Overall, Western Europe experienced 
an 88% increase and countries of the former Soviet 
Union saw their numbers rise by 50%. — Bridges 

For Peace, 1/5/2015

Israel’s military censor cleared for publication the 
recent arrest of a terrorist cell claiming affiliation 
with the Islamic State (formerly ISIS) in the Judean 
town of Hebron. The Shabak (Israel’s equivalent 
of the FBI) worked together with the IDF in No-

vember to track and successfully arrest the terror 
cell, which was made up of Palestinian residents 

of Hebron. Security sources said the cell had been 
planning to attack a number of Israeli targets, both 

civilian and military. — Israel Today, 1/4/2015

2014 marked the first year that more Jews moved 
to Israel from France than from any other country 
— 7,000 of them. Israeli authorities are expect-
ing another 10,000 from France this year. — PRI, 

1/12/2015

Archaeologists have found the suspected remains 

of the palace where one of the more famous scenes 

of the New Testament may have taken place — the 
trial of Jesus. Now, after years of excavation and a 
further delay caused by wars and a lack of funds, 
the archaeologists’ precious find is being shown to 
the public through tours organized by the museum. 
Questions about the location stem from various in-

terpretations of the Gospels, which describe how 

Jesus of Nazareth was brought before Pilate in the 
“praetorium,” a Latin term for a general’s tent with-

in a Roman encampment. Some say Pilate’s prae-

torium would have been in the military barracks, 
others say the Roman general would probably have 
been a guest in the palace built by Herod.

Today, historians and archaeologists are certain that 
Herod’s palace was on the city’s western side, where 
the Tower of David Museum and the Ottoman-era 
prison stand. — Washington Post, 1/4/2015

Yanis Varoufakis, Fin. Minister
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Leadership Crisis in the World
“When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice; but when the wicked rule, the people 
mourn” (Proverbs 29:2, 21st Century King James).

masses are wary of trusting organized religion to pro-
vide any wisdom or guidance in addressing the issues 
of our day. The tendency of world leadership to post-
pone real problems by temporary solutions was most 
recently evident in the temporary fixes enacted during 
the financial crisis in Greece. The proposed solution 
for the real long-term issue has left the populous in a 
difficult state.

Robert Greenleaf, in his 1970 essay, “The Ser-
vant as Leader,” identified the qualities of leadership 
this way: “The servant-leader is servant first. ... It 
begins with the natural feeling that one wants to serve, 
to serve first. Then conscious choice brings one to 
aspire to lead. That person is sharply different from 
one who is leader first, perhaps because of the need to 
assuage an unusual power drive or to acquire material 
possessions.

 A servant-leader focuses primarily on the growth 
and well-being of people rather than the accumulation 
and exercise of power by one at the top of a pyramid. 
The servant-leader puts others first, and helps people 
develop and perform as highly as possible.

Christ’s Millennial Reign
Jesus’ earthly ministry was one of service to oth-

ers but within the context of calling them to a higher 

Today In Prophecy

Is There a Leadership Crisis in the World 
Today? (Percent Who Say, Yes)

  61%   Asia  

  55%   Europe

  57%   Latin America

  44%   Middle East and North Africa

  57%   North America

  65%   Sub-Saharan Africa

  Source: Survey on the Global Agenda

Fifty-six percent of respondents to the Survey 
on the Global Agenda agreed that the world 
has a leadership crisis. The major global issues 

of today — economic inequality and violence in the 
Middle East among them — have failed to be ad-
dressed effectively by most countries.

As governments have grown, factional alignment 
and deep corruption has kept competing countries 
from reaching agreement on proposed solutions. For 
example, in China, ninety percent of people in a Pew 
Survey said corruption in that country was a prob-
lem. Similar responses arose in India (83%) and in 
Brazil (78%), two of the fastest growing countries. 
As politics has developed into a career rather than a 
service, there have been fewer proposals developed 
for the long-term interest of the people. The euphe-
mism for patchwork solutions, “kick the can down the 
road,” has become a common explanation by analysts 
reviewing the future of programs for the aged. Poverty, 
economic inequality, and waning natural resources 
have been inadequately addressed by leaders worried 
about their next election, or those who see their posi-
tion only as a means for themselves and their cronies 
to live above the problems.

Henry Kissinger, former U.S. Secretary of State, 
wrote in his memoirs, Years of Renewal: “The great 
statesmen of the past saw themselves as heroes who 
took on the burden of their societies’ painful journey 
from the familiar to the as yet unknown. The mod-
ern politician is less interested in being a hero than 
a superstar. Heroes walk alone; stars derive their sta-
tus from approbation. Heroes are defined by inner 
values; stars by consensus. When a candidate’s views 
are forged in focus groups and ratified by television 
anchor persons, insecurity and superficiality become 
congenital (chronic).”

It is telling that the Survey on the Global Agen-
da ranked only religious leaders below government 
leaders. Fifty-eight percent of respondents said that 
religious leaders abuse their positions. With the ris-
ing trend of religious terrorism and clergy abuse, the 



21May / June 2015

way of life (Matthew 4:19). His was a focused and 
dedicated ministry (Matthew 15:24). He changed 
people’s way of thinking through his own example 
(Mark 2:15-17). Meek and humble, Jesus exercised 
leadership, control, and even authority when it was 
warranted (Mark 1:23-25).

Jesus, imbued with the holy Spirit, inspired oth-
ers to follow him (Matthew 8:10). The root of the 
word “inspiration” is “spirit.” When the holy Spirit 
was given to the apostles at Pentecost, their ministries 
became powerful and inspirational to the individual 
churches they founded and served through letters 
and personal ministry. Jesus, more than anyone else, 
knew the hearts of the people (Mark 12:34). Jesus 
helped his followers to quell the willful spirit and find 
peace in him. “The crowds were completely amazed 
at his teaching” (Mark 11:18, CEV). Jesus’ primary 
desire was to do God’s will and to encourage others 
to follow.

Jesus, a perfect human being, provided light by 
his own example that shone the brightest on his dis-
ciples. He inspired them and showed them the path-
way through life’s difficulties, including peril, deceit, 
thanklessness, and service. Jesus was the greatest 
teacher the world has ever seen, and he led by his own 
example. This example became the inspiration for 
others to sacrifice their own lives in service to others. 
They, in turn, are being prepared for a greater role in 
the age to come. “And they sung a new song, saying, 
Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the 
seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed 
us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and 

tongue, and people, and nation; And hast made us 
unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on 
the earth” (Revelation 5:9-10).

During the current time of great trouble and dif-
ficulty in the world, Jesus has been calling and se-
lecting his bride (Matthew 25:1-13). As soon as the 
bride has joined Christ in his glory (John 14:2-3), 
the resurrection of all who have ever lived will begin 
and mankind will have a true opportunity to learn 
righteousness, and to be raised out of sin and death, 
out of the weaknesses that have come to them through 
sin (John 5:28-29, Matthew 25:31-46). This time is 
defined in scripture as “Times of Restitution” — the 
restoration of that which was lost (Acts 3:21). The 
world will be brought to perfection during the thou-
sand years of Messiah’s leadership reign. 

Jesus called his followers the salt of the earth (Mat-
thew 5:13). Salt sprinkled on tainted meat will not 
make it pure, but will deter decomposition and mask 
the effect of corruption. So the true Christian’s exam-
ple today can help those who are struggling with sin.

However, it is not the Church’s role to cure the 
world now of its corruption. The trials and testing 
in this age are preparing his followers to become 
that great Melchizedek priesthood that will lead the 
world out of sin in his Millennial Kingdom (Hebrews 
7:11,15-17,19-22,24-28, 8:6,10-12, 9:11-15). The 
resurrected masses will learn righteousness through 
the leadership of Jesus and his Church as the glorified 
salt of the earth —

“The men of the city said to Elisha, ‘Look, our 
lord, this town is well situated, as you can see, but 
the water is bad and the land is unproductive.’ ‘Bring 
me a new bowl, he said, and put salt in it.’ So they 
brought it to him. Then he went out to the spring 
and threw the salt into it, saying, ‘This is what the 
LORD says: I have healed this water. Never again 
will it cause death or make the land unproductive.’ 
And the water has remained wholesome to this day 
according to the word Elisha had spoken” (2 Kings 
2:19-22, NIV). 

The use of salt by Elisha to cure the undrinkable 
water at Jericho illustrated how God will dispense 
truth in Christ’s kingdom. This truth, dispensed by 
the glorified Christ, channeled through the ancient 
worthies to Israel and then to all mankind, will cleanse 
the world of corruption, error, and sin, and teach the 
people righteousness (Isaiah 2:3).

“With my soul have I desired thee in the night; 
yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: for 
when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants 
of the world will learn righteousness (Isaiah 26:9).

Christ and his Bride will lead the world in the Millennium.
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Our lead text indicates that the raising of 
the saints to their heavenly reward was 
to be at the return of Jesus. The saints 

that died long ago rested in the peaceful sleep 
of death until the end of the age, awaiting their 
reward. Thus, when the first Christian martyr, 
Stephen, died by stoning, Acts 7:60 says “he 
fell asleep.” There he rested, unaware of the 
passage of time, until the return of Jesus and 
the resurrection of the saints.

The Apostle  Paul 
witnessed the pass-
ing of Stephen, and 
no doubt it was he 
who recounted Ste- 
phen’s testimony and 
the events of his de- 
mise that Luke re- 
corded in Acts chap- 
ters six and seven. 
When Paul himself neared the end of his life, 
he anticipated that he also would wait for a dis-
tant time, “at that day ... [of Jesus’] appear-
ing,” in order to be raised to join Christ. “The 
time of my departure is at hand. I have fought 
a good fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: 
and ... unto all them ... that love his appearing” 
(2 Timothy 4:6,7,8).

Daniel 12:1-3 also places the raising of the 
saints at the end of the age. “At that time shall 
Michael stand up ... and many of them that 
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake ... 
they that be wise shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament.” Most brethren understand 
that “Michael” is the name for Jesus from his 
pre-human existence. Thus this passage also 

indicates that the reward of the saints would be 
at the return of Christ.

This understanding seems confirmed by Je-
sus’ words in Matthew 16:24-27. Here Jesus 
speaks to his disciples about the time when they 
would be rewarded for their service and faith. 
“If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 
... For the Son of man shall come in the glory 
of his Father with his angels; and then he shall 
reward every man according to his works.”

The date recognized widely among brethren 
for the return of Christ is 1874. This is drawn 
from the time prophecy of Daniel 12:12, which 
says, “Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to 
the thousand three hundred and five and thirty 
days.” 

The terms “blessed” and “wait” both appear 
in Luke 12:36-38, which speaks of the return 
of Christ to the waiting disciples.  Presumably 
this time prophecy begins at the same time as 
the 1290 years of verse 11,1 namely 539 AD 
when the “abomination that maketh desolate” 
was established with political authority. 

Thus this prophecy yields the date 1874 
for the return of Christ. His return introduced 
the “harvest,” or ending period of the present 
Gospel Age. (In Matthew 13:39 “end of the 
world” is better rendered the “ending period of 
the age.”)2

Received by Jesus 

Resurrection of the 
Faithful Church
“If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also” (John 14:3).

David Rice

__________

(1) Taking a day in the prophecy to represent a year 
in fulfillment.

(2) The word for “world” is the Greek aionos, age. 
The word for “end” is the Greek suntelia, for which 
Vine’s Expository Dictionary says, “The word does 
not denote a termination, but the heading up of events 
to the appointed climax.”

Stephen”
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4:14, when speak-
ing of the same 
subject, but this is 
veiled to us by the 
common rendering. 
Here is the New 
World Translation 
for this text. “He 
who raised Jesus 
up [speaking of the 
resurrection of Je-

sus] will raise us up also together with [Greek, 
sun] Jesus.” The raising of Jesus, and the rais-
ing of the saints, are separated by more than 
1800 years, but the saints are raised “with” 
Jesus in the same experience.

Paul again uses the word sun in Colossians 
2:12,13 where he also refers to a shared ex-
perience, though differing in time. In this case 
Paul compares the quickening, or enlivening, 
of Jesus at his resurrection, with our spiritual 
“quickening” as new creatures in our present 
Christian life. “God ... raised him from the 
dead. And you, being dead in your sins and 
the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quick-
ened together with [sun] him, having forgiven 
you all trespasses.” We were not quickened at 
the same time as Jesus. But we share a quick-
ening experience “with” him in the metaphori-
cal sense of our new life as Christians when we 
come into Christ.

Alive and Remain

Paul then continues his point in 1 Thessa-
lonians 4:15-17. To explain his statement in 
verse 14 that we will be raised “with” Christ 
[the same experience, though centuries later], 
in verse 15 he says. “For this we say unto 
you by the word of the Lord, that we which 
are alive and remain unto the coming [Greek, 
parousia, presence] of the Lord shall not pre-
vent [precede] them which are asleep.” The 
dear departed brothers and sisters in Christ for 
whom we sorrow will have priority over the liv-
ing saints in the time of their reward. “For the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven ... and 
the dead in Christ shall rise first” (verse 16).

So there is an order, a sequence to the rais-
ing of the saints. Those that died before the 
return of Christ are raised at his return. They 
come first. Those who are “alive and remain” 
during the presence of Christ are raised later, 

We have thus been in the Harvest period 
now for 140 years. During this time the saints 
are being gathered to be with Christ, raised 
to glory as they fall asleep in death when they 
individually complete their Christian develop-
ment here.

Sun — With — A Similar Experience
Because the saints are raised celestial beings 

of the highest order, they are invisible to human 
sight, as all spirit beings are. Thus we do not 
have visible evidence of their raising. It would 
have been the same in the case of the resurrec-
tion of Jesus, (1) if Jesus had not materialized 
to show his disciples that he was alive again, 
and (2) if God had not removed Jesus’ dead 
human body from the tomb.

Therefore, in order to grasp that the saints 
of long ago have been raised, we look for spe-
cific testimony in the scriptures, rather than 
visual confirmation. Paul appears to provide 
such testimony when he speaks about the res-
urrection of brethren, beginning at 1 Thes-
salonians 4:13. In this passage Paul comforts 
the brethren of his day about those who had 
already fallen asleep after a relatively brief time 
of being in Christ.

“I would not have you to be ignorant, breth-
ren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 
For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again 
[and we all do believe that], even so them also 
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.”3

By the expression “will God bring with him,” 
Paul means that God will bring the saints forth 
from death to life, just as God raised Jesus. The 
English word “with” in this text comes from 
the Greek word sun. It denotes in this case a 
shared experience, even though separated in 
time. Paul uses this word also in 2 Corinthians 
__________ 

(3) This text does not mean that the saints will come 
along in company with Jesus as he returns, for the rais-
ing of the saints occurs after the return of Christ, not 
before it. The text means that God will bring us from 
the dead “with” (sun) Jesus, in the same kind of resur-
rection experience.

Less reliable manuscripts give the Greek word as dia, 
through, rather than sun, with. The King James Ver-
sion translates the word as “by,” drawing from dia. 
However, most modern versions draw from the word 
sun, crediting that Greek word as the one used by 
Paul.

Paul”

We share a 
quickening 
experience 
“with” Jesus in 
the sense of our 
new life as 
Christians.
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his second presence would take considerable 
time. Paul would know from Luke 12:36-38 
that there would be some rich spiritual nourish-
ment to strengthen and develop the saints. He 
would know from Matthew 13, the parable of 
the wheat and tares, and Jesus’ explanation of 
it, that during the end of the age there would 
be a large work for harvesting the fruitage of 
the age that would last many years, as with the 
harvest of the Jewish Age.

Enoch and Elijah
Most brethren consider Enoch and Elijah 

each to picture the Church class. Enoch was 
“taken” quietly, secretly, without outward no-
tice or fanfare. In this he may be a picture of the 
sleeping saints who are taken quietly, secretly, 
raised to life without public note when Christ 
returned. Enoch’s life span of 365 years, short 
compared to then contemporary lifetimes, re-
minds us of the solar cycle, and that the sun is a 
symbol of the Gospel Dispensation. The saints, 
who are developed now, will “shine forth as the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father” (Matthew 
13:43) during the kingdom.

By contrast, the taking of Elijah was with 
great outward show. The schools of the proph-
ets that Elijah visited before his taking all 
seemed to know that God would soon take 
Elijah away from them. Perhaps Elijah repre-
sents the saints that are taken at the close of the 
harvest in the developing whirlwind of trouble, 
amid fiery difficulties closing this age, with 
many Christian believers now anticipating the 
taking of the Church.

Neither Enoch nor Elijah received a heav-
enly reward. “No man hath ascended up to 
 heaven” said Jesus at his first advent (John 
3:13). The lives of Enoch and Elijah were 

as they complete their sacrifice and join their 
fellows “beyond the vail” of fleshly life, in the 
glory of the spirit realm.

“Then [Greek, epeita, afterwards] we 
which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord” (verse 17). The first thing to note about 
this verse is the opening word, “then.” In Eng-
lish this word can mean “at that time” — or a 
logical connection, “if this, then that” — or it 
can indicate sequence, “first this, then that.” 
However, in the Greek language these thoughts 
are expressed by three distinct words: tote, ara, 
and epeita. Of this last word Vine’s Expository 
Dictionary says, it “is used only of sequence, 
thereupon, thereafter, then.”

Hence the sleeping saints are caught up to 
glory first at the return of Christ. The living 
saints are caught to up glory “with” them in 
the same experience, but not at the same time. 
These continue in the flesh until their course 
of Christian training, service, and sacrifice is 
completed. Then, as all saints must, they die 
in the flesh,4 and are raised in the spirit realm, 
“caught up” to the assembly of saints gathered 
before them.

A Period of Time
Thus the saints are gathered to be with 

Christ, and each other, over a period of time. 
Perhaps Paul recognized this because Jesus’ ref-
erences to his return indicated that the work to 
be accomplished among the living saints during 
__________ 

(4) 1 Corinthians 15:51,52 from the RVIC, affirms 
this. “We shall all fall asleep, but we shall not all be 
changed in a moment.” This is a positive declara-
tion that all the saints must die here, if we hope to be 
raised in glory above. Further, this statement shows 
that some of the saints will be changed in a moment, 
that is, at the moment of death, but others will not. 
Those who die after the return of Christ are changed 
in a moment. Those who died earlier slept in death 
waiting for the resurrection, and thus were not 
changed at the moment of death. 

The latter part of verse 52 follows up this thought. 
“The dead [Christians who rest in death until the re-
turn of Christ] shall be raised incorruptible [for their 
decayed and thus corrupted bodies they will have 
new, spiritual, celestial, incorruptible bodies], and we 
[those living at and into the presence of Christ] shall 
be changed.” That is, when we die we will receive our 
change of nature without waiting.

Elijah taken up

Enoch and 
Elijah picture 

the Church 
going to glory.



25May / June 2015

When the elect 
have all been 
gathered 
beyond the vail, 
the blessings of 
life will begin 
to flow.

brought to a close in a supernatural way, as a 
testimony to others of their faith and special 
standing before God. However, their taking 
was emblematic of the supernatural deliverance 
of the saints into glory.

Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech
If Enoch represents those who are taken 

quietly into glory at the return of Christ, per-
haps his successors represent other saints who 
are taken later. Methuselah, the son of Enoch, 
died in the same year as the flood, presumably 
before the flood was unleashed.5 In this he may 
represent the saints who, like the Elijah figure, 
are taken at the close of the harvest.

Lamech lived to be 777 years old, a num-
ber conspicuous for its repetition of the good 
number seven. If the counterfeit of the Church 
in Revelation is numbered 666, then the true 
Church may be indicated by Lamech’s 777. 
Lamech died five years before the flood. Thus 
he lived into the period from the taking of 
Enoch until the flood. Perhaps he represents 
the saints who live into the harvest, but not to 
its close.6

Completing the Bride Class
Evidently the Bride class will be completed 

just before the final judgments upon this world 
take us into the Kingdom of Christ. Here are 
three testimonies that suggest this.

(1) Revelation 19:7 speaks of the comple-
tion of the Bride class, the saints that will reign 
with Christ to bless the world during the Mil-
lennium. Following this, from verse 11 to the 
close of chapter 19, are depictions of the final 
troubles that close out this age and introduce 
the next. Revelation 19:14 shows that “armies 
... followed him [Jesus] upon white horses, 
clothed in fine linen, white and clean,” refer-
ring to the saints in glory with Jesus as a com-
plete company before the closing troubles hit 
the old order.

(2) The same is indicated in verse 17, “And 
I saw an angel standing in the sun” — depicting 
the Church, the “sun” class, beyond the vail, 
complete in glory. Thereafter comes the an-
nouncement of the great “supper” that depicts 
the judgments of God (verse 17 and following).

(3) The same thought is indicated in the 
last of the several plag-
ues in Egypt. The first-
born Israelites were 
“pas sed over,” probably 
depicting that the saints 
are passed from death 
to life. Thereafter, the 
Egyptian firstborn were 
struck down, emblem-
atic of the demise of the 
old order in the seventh 
plague of Revelation 
chapter 16.

Then the Blessings
Ultimately, when the elect have all been 

gathered beyond the vail, the blessings of life 
will begin to flow out to a weary world. “He 
shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear 
as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God 
and of the Lamb” (Revelation 22:1). On ei-
ther side of the river are depicted trees of life, 
which Psalms 1:1-3 says represent those whose 
“delight is in the law of Jehovah.” Thus are 
depicted the faithful followers of Jesus, who 
receive the kingdom with him. “They shall be 
priests of God and of Christ” to restore and 
bless all mankind (Revelation 20:6).

__________ 

(5) Methuselah was 187 when Lamech was born. La-
mech was 182 when Noah was born. The flood came 
in year 600 of Noah’s life. The sum of 187, 182, and 
600 is 969 years, which was the age of Methuselah 
when he died. This shows that Methuselah died in the 
same year that the flood opened. (Genesis 5:25,28, 
7:11).

(Incidentally, if one ponders this data more deeply, 
it suggests that ages in this period of time were reck-
oned slightly differently than today. Apparently in 
these early times a person was the age of “zero” in the 
calendar year of his birth, age “one” in the calendar 
year following his birth, etc. Some reflection on this 
indicates that thus summing the ages of the patriarchs 
from generation to generation, as we customarily do to 
get 1656 years from Adam to the flood, actually does 
give us a clean sum of years without fractional slippage 
at each change of generation. Perhaps they followed 
this practice so that they could use the ages of these 
patriarchs to date meaningful events. For example, see 
Genesis 8:13, which evidently refers to the years of the 
life of Noah.)

(6) The two numbers taken together yield a product of 
3885 (777 x 5). This happens to be the sum of 1260, 
1290, 1335, the three prophetic periods leading to the 
second advent. Perhaps in this also Lamech represents 
those who live into the period thus introduced. That 
is, Lamech represents the saints who live into the har-
vest or ending period of the Gospel Age.

The firstborn of Israel 
were “passed over.”
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God’s heavenly call is only to the 
144,000, the Bride, the little flock, 
but provision has been made for a 

great multitude who start well, falter along the 
way, yet eventually overcome. “I heard, as it 
were, a loud voice of a great multitude in 
heaven ... And I heard as it were the voice of 
a great multitude and as the sound of many wa-
ters and as the sound of mighty peals of thun-
ders saying, Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, 
the Almighty, reigns” (Revelation 19:1,6). 
Whether they are then physically in heaven, or 
their hopes are in heaven, this great multitude 
is evidently to be a heavenly class.

The Church of the first-born includes all 
the spirit-begotten, the little flock and the great 
multitude. These all have entered into the cov-
enant by sacrifice, have been anointed with 
the holy Spirit, and have given up all hope of 
earthly life in the future Kingdom. Both must 
prove faithful unto death in order to receive the 
gift of life on any plane. 

The little flock are more than conquerors: 
“But in all these things we overwhelmingly 
conquer through Him who loved us” (Romans 
8:37). They receive the greatest gift of all, the 
divine nature and its immortality. “You are a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation” 
(1 Peter 2:9). The great multitude, because they 
ultimately prevail against the forces of evil, are 
also rewarded with spiritual life, not as immor-
tal beings such as the little flock, but more like 
the angels, whose lives are sustained by God.

In Revelation 7 this great multitude class 
is identified: “These who are clothed in white 
robes, who are they, and from where have they 
come? And I said to him, My lord, you know. 
And he said to me, These are the ones who 

come out of the great tribulation, and they have 
washed their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb. For this reason, they 
are before the throne of God; and they serve 
Him day and night in His temple; and he who 
sits on the throne shall spread His tabernacle 
over them” (Revelation 7:13-15). This thrill-
ing scene depicts the great multitude as finally 
triumphant, serving God in His temple. (The 
saints “are the temple of the living God,” 
2 Corinthians 6:16.)

Br. Russell describes the great multitude: 
“We are not to esteem the ‘great company’ ig-
noble and traitorous toward the Lord and his 
cause, for none such will be acceptable for eter-
nal life on any plane. They have the same love 
for truth and righteousness and for the breth-
ren as the ‘little flock,’ the ‘royal priesthood’ 
have, but in less degree; they show less zeal” 
 (Reprint 4648).

This class at the end of the age is to come 
up “out of the great tribulation.” Whether all 
members of the great multitude are raised to-
gether at the end of the gospel age, or if those 
who fell asleep in death earlier in the gospel 
age were raised at the same time as the sleeping 
saints in 1878, we might not be certain. How-
ever we can be certain, because of the love and 
compassion of our wonderful heavenly Father, 
that joy and gladness await the great multitude 
when they are raised to their reward.

Other Testimonies
! The great multitude is also portrayed 

in the Old Testament. Genesis chapters 18 
and 19 describe the visit of the angelic host to 
Abraham and then to Lot. The conversations 
between the heavenly visitors and Abraham, 

Hope Even for Those Who Compromise Their Covenant

Resurrection of the 
Great Multitude
“Behold a great multitude which no one could count from every nation and all tribes and 
peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white 
robes and palm branches ... in their hands ... saying, Salvation to our God who sits on 
the throne, and to the Lamb” (Revelation 7:9-10. All quotations from NASB, 1963).
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The parable of 
the Wise and 
Foolish Virgins 
distinguishes 
between the 
Little Flock and 
the Great 
Multitude.

must, and remain babes in Christ (1 Corinthi-
ans 3:1-3, 10-15).
! “The King’s daughter is all glorious with-

in; her clothing is interwoven with gold. She 
will be led to the King in embroidered work; 
the virgins, her companions who follow her will 
be brought to Thee. They will be led forth with 
gladness and rejoicing; they will enter into the 
King’s palace” (Psalm 45:13-15). The King’s 
daughter is the little flock, and the companions 
who follow are the great company, or great mul-
titude, who also enter the King’s palace. 
! “I was asleep but my heart was awake. A 

voice! My beloved was knocking ... I have taken 
off my dress, how can I put it on again. I have 
washed my feet, how can I dirty them again ... 
I opened to my beloved but my beloved had 
turned away and had gone” (Song of Solomon 
5:2,3,6). Some of these spirit-begotten ones 
tarry too long to come out of Babylon, and 
when they finally do leave, the door to the high-
est reward has closed (Revelation 18:4).
! The parable of the Wise and Foolish 

Virgins clearly distinguishes between the little 
flock and the great multitude: “The Kingdom 
of Heaven will be comparable to ten virgins 
who took their lamps and went out to meet 
the Bridegroom. And five of them were fool-
ish and five were prudent. For when the fool-
ish took their lamps they took no oil with them, 
but the prudent took oil in flasks along with 
their lamps.” A trimmed lamp with oil burns 
brightly. With too little oil, it puts out puffs of 
smoke and less light. (Do we sometimes gener-
ate more heat than light?) 

The oil pictures the holy Spirit. An ample 
portion is necessary to strengthen us in order to 
finish the journey into the promised kingdom 
of God. One must grow in the holy Spirit; it 
cannot be borrowed (Matthew 25:1-12). So 
the Lord no longer recognized these virgins 
as the bride, the little flock. The door had 
been closed to the greatest of opportunities.

and subsequently with Lot, reveal a consider-
able difference in demeanor and largeness of 
spirit between the father of the faithful and his 
nephew, although Lot is also esteemed a righ-
teous man (2 Peter 2:7-8).
! In their consecration, the Levites washed 

their robes, thus identifying them with the great 
multitude, who do the same (Numbers 8:7, 
Revelation 7:14). The first-born of Israel were 
exchanged for the whole tribe of Levi. “You 
shall thus give the Levites to Aaron and to his 
sons; they are wholly given to him from among 
the sons of Israel” (Numbers 3:5-10). Thus, 
the great multitude will serve Christ and the 
Church. 
! The great multitude is prophetically illus-

trated as Levites in Ezekiel chapter 44, having 
a special work to do concerning the spiritual 
temple during the millennial kingdom. “But 
the Levites who went far from Me, when Is-
rael went astray, who went astray from Me after 
their idols, shall bear the punishment for their 
iniquity. Yet they shall be ministers in My sanc-
tuary, having oversight at the gates of the house 
and ministering in the house ... and they shall 
not come near to Me to serve as a priest to Me, 
nor come near to any of My holy things, to the 
things that are most holy; but they shall bear 
their shame and their abominations which they 
have committed. Yet I will appoint them to keep 
charge of the house, of all its service and of all 
that shall be done in it” (Ezekiel 44:10-14). 
They have erred greatly but will serve. 
! In contrast, the royal priesthood is de-

scribed continuing with verse 15: “But the 
Levitical priests, the sons of Zadok, who kept 
charge of My sanctuary when the sons of Israel 
went astray from Me, shall come near to Me 
to minister to Me; and they shall stand before 
Me to offer Me the fat and the blood, declares 
the Lord God. They shall enter My sanctuary; 
they shall come near to My table to minister 
to Me and keep My charge” (Ezekiel 44: 15-
16). (Zadok was High priest at the time of 
David.) The priesthood alone shall have part 
in the sin-offering.
! Another reference to this great multitude 

class is: “We have a little sister and she has 
no breasts; what shall we do for our sister on 
the day when she is spoken for?” (Song of 
 Solomon 8:8). This pictures those who receive 
the truth with joy but do not develop as they Wise and Foolish Virgins
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The term “Ancient Worthies” is used by 
Bible Students to identify those faithful 
worshippers of Jehovah who lived be-

fore Jesus died.
We can identify the first and last members 

of this class. The first was Abel who was mur-
dered by his brother Cain. And the last named 
was John the Baptist. The apostle Paul gave 
us an abbreviated list in Hebrews chapter 11. 
After a short list of Ancient Worthies, verse 32 
clearly implies he had many more in mind.

In Hebrews 11:39, Paul says they “received 
not the promise.” What was the promise for 
these Ancient Worthies? We have a clue earlier 
in the chapter, in verses 13-16 (RV): “These 
all died in faith, not having received the prom-
ises, but having seen them and greeted them 
from afar, and having confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For they 
that say such things make it manifest that they 
are seeking after a country of their own. And 
if indeed they had been mindful of that coun-
try from which they went out, they would have 
had opportunity to return. But now they desire 
a better country, that is, a heavenly: wherefore 
God is not ashamed of them, to be called their 
God; for he hath prepared for them a city.”

The Apostle indicates that these Ancient 
Worthies recognized they were “strangers and 
pilgrims in the earth.” Thus they knew that 
their lives then were not the fullness of life that 
God had for them. This is further elucidated 
by the revelation that they were seeking another 
country [or city]. That is an existence in an-
other condition, a better condition, of “heav-
enly” origin. We suggest that the Ancient Wor-
thies did not know about the heavenly reward. 
Those things were not revealed until Jesus came 
to Earth (2 Timothy 1:10). However, they be-
lieved God lived in heaven and worked His 
will from His heavenly location, wherever that 
might be. They believed that this heavenly God 
would take care of them. And they desired and 
looked forward to that future eventuality.

Living in the Harvest of the Gospel Age, 
our present Lord has blessed us with a clearer 
understanding of the Divine Plan. We under-
stand the two salvations — the heavenly and 
the earthly. That distinction, along with the 
hope of the Ancient Worthies, is suggested in 
Hebrews 11:40 (RV): “God having provided 
some better thing concerning us, that apart 
from us they should not be made perfect.”

Paul notes here that the Ancient Worthies’ 
reward for their good report is that they would 
be “made perfect,” but not apart from, or 
before, the Church is perfected. But in what 
manner would the Ancient Worthies be “made 
perfect?” He means that in the Kingdom they 
will be raised as perfect human beings! They 
cannot be immortal beings like the Church, be-
cause their class existed only before the high 
calling was opened. The last mentioned mem-
ber of the Ancient Worthies, John the Baptist, 
as great as he was, will not attain to the glory 

A Good Report and a Better Resurrection

Resurrection of the 
 Ancient Worthies
“These all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: 
God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made 
 perfect” (Hebrews 11:39,40).

David Stein 

Abraham
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The presence of 
the Ancient 
Worthies will be 
a blessing to 
mankind.

newal. As such, it occupied the attention and 
 devotion to God of the entire nation. It follows 
that this sacrifice in Numbers 29 had to be the 
first sacrifice subsequent to the Day of Atone-
ment ritual.

The Day of Atonement sacrifices represent 
the sacrifices of The Christ (Anointed) — the 
head, Jesus, and his body, the Church. When 
these Gospel Age sacrifices are complete, 
when the Church has finished her course, then 
we may look forward to the full establishment 
of God’s Kingdom on earth. Then will be the 
resurrection of the Ancient Worthies.

So the very first sacrifice after the Atone-
ment sacrifices should reflect a Kingdom Age 
setting. And so it does. This first sacrifice is 
a bullock! A bullock represents a perfect hu-
man being. Thus it becomes clear that this is 
the perfect animal to represent the resurrection 
of the Ancient Worthies. They are the first to 
be raised after the Church is complete, and 
they will be raised as perfect human beings! 
 (Compare Psalm 51:19.)

The burnt offering sacrifices specified along 
with the bullock are a ram and seven lambs. We 
suggest that the Ancient Worthies will recog-
nize Jesus, the ram, and the Church, the seven 
lambs, as their true source of power and au-
thority. (We will refer back to these seven lambs 
shortly.)

The meal offering of flour that goes with 
these burnt offerings, brings another aspect to 
mind. There was 3/10 for the bullock, 2/10 for 
the ram, and 1/10 for each of the seven lambs 
for a total of 12/10 or 12 omers1 of flour. 
Twelve is a symbol of God-given perfect gov-
ernment. Consider the usage of twelve in the 
twelve tribes of Israel, the twelve apostles, and 
the walls of the New Jerusalem, which measure 
12 x 12. So the Ancient Worthies, as princes 
in the earth, represent God’s perfect govern-
ment arrangements.

The last observation we draw from Num-
bers 29 is that the sacrifices to this point have 
been burnt offerings. But in verse 11 there is 
indicated the need for a sin offering, in this case 
a goat. Why is this needed? Regarding the An-
cient Worthies in the Kingdom, it is suggested: 

of the Church. Jesus 
said in Matthew 
11:11: “Verily I say 
unto you, Among 
them that are born 
of women there hath 
not risen a greater 
than John the Bap-
tist: notwithstanding 
he that is least in 
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

The reward of the Ancient Worthies in 
being raised to perfect human life will yet be 
better than that of the world. Hebrews 11:35 
says: “Women received their dead raised to life 
again: and others were tortured, not accepting 
deliverance; that they might obtain a better 
resurrection:”

The “better resurrection” is better than that 
of the world, because the world will yet have to 
work to attain human perfection by progress-
ing on the “highway of holiness” (Isaiah 35:8). 
The presence of the Ancient Worthies as ex-
amples of perfect humanity will be a blessing 
to mankind, as they will be able to see what 
they themselves will eventually attain with dili-
gent and obedient action during the Kingdom 
of Christ.

We appear to have this pictured in Numbers 
29:7-11. “And on the tenth day of this seventh 
month ye shall have a holy convocation; and ye 
shall afflict your souls: ye shall do no manner 
of work; but ye shall offer a burnt-offering unto 
Jehovah for a sweet savor: one young bullock, 
one ram, seven he-lambs a year old; they shall 
be unto you without blemish; and their meal-
offering, fine flour mingled with oil, three tenth 
parts for the bullock, two tenth parts for the one 
ram, a tenth part for every lamb of the seven 
lambs: one he-goat for a sin-offering; besides 
the sin-offering of atonement, and the continual 
burnt-offering, and the meal-offering thereof, 
and their drink-offerings.” 

Atonement Day and the  
Ancient Worthies 

This sacrifice is specified for the tenth day 
of the seventh month. The tenth of Tishri, the 
seventh month, is also the day for one of the 
three most important rituals in ancient Israel 
— the Day of Atonement! This was the day 
of national cleansing, the day of national re-

__________

(1) One omer is the tenth part of an ephah, about 
2.2 liters.

John the Baptist
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The Ancient 
Worthies will be 

visible 
representatives 
of the invisible 

rulers.

be called, The city of righteousness, the faithful 
city. Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, 
and her converts with righteousness.”

This text begins with God’s action of puri-
fying fleshly Israel during the Time of Jacob’s 
Trouble (Jeremiah 30:7). The Ancient Wor-
thies will bring that trouble to an end. They 
are the “counselors” of this verse, appropriate 
roles for the “princes” of the heavenly King-
dom. “Afterward thou [Israel] shalt be called, 
The city of righteousness.” 
! Another text demonstrating this deliver-

ance is Micah 5:5: “And this man shall be the 
peace, when the Assyrian shall come into our 
land: and when he shall tread in our palaces, 
then shall we raise against him seven shep-
herds, and eight principal men.”

When “the Assyrian shall come” is the final 
experience of the time of Jacob’s Trouble. The 
deliverers will be the seven shepherds and eight 
principal [princes] of men. The eight princes are 
the Ancient Worthies. The text uses the same 
symbol, namely princes, as did the Psalm. The 
number eight bespeaks “newness,” and in par-
ticular here, the resurrection. The seven shep-
herds are the Church in glory. (Recall the seven 
lambs from Numbers 29, same application.)
! One last text demonstrates this role of 

the Ancient Worthies as visible representatives 
of the Kingdom. Ezekiel 44:1-3 (ASV), “He 
brought me back by the way of the outer gate 
of the sanctuary, which looketh toward the east; 
and it was shut. And Jehovah said unto me, 
This gate shall be shut; it shall not be opened, 
neither shall any man enter in by it; for Jehovah, 
the God of Israel, hath entered in by it; there-
fore it shall be shut. ... The prince, he shall sit 
therein as prince to eat bread before Jehovah; 
he shall enter by the way of the porch of the 
gate, and shall go out by the way of the same.”

The east gate is a symbol of the high calling 
of the Gospel Age. Being shut signifies the close 
of that High Calling. But it is the “prince,” the 
Ancient Worthies, 
sitting right at the 
porch of that east 
gate, showing the 
authority they have 
and the channel by 
which the Glorified 
Christ communi-
cates with man.

“It is not probable that they would make mis-
takes; but if upon their awakening, they should 
at once be turned over to Jehovah, and, as in 
Adam’s case, the slightest deflection would 
mean death, we can see that their position 
would be much less favorable than it will be 
under the New Covenant arrangement during 
the Millennial reign of Christ. This is a very 
gracious arrangement for their best interests, 
for any possible mistake would be covered by 
Christ’s mediation and not bring them under 
sentence of death” (R5074).

One might wonder why a goat is used and 
not another bullock. Recalling the Atonement 
Day sacrifices, the bullock was for “Aaron and 
his house,” whereas the goat was for “the peo-
ple.” That is the sin offering sequence — the 
blood of Jesus is exclusively committed to the 
Church during the Gospel age. But during the 
Mediatorial age, the Church is brought in, as 
they have had first-hand experience with fail-
ure and human weakness, which Jesus did not 
have. So specifying a goat here may allude to 
the Church’s particular help to the world, and, 
in this case, the Ancient Worthies.

Princes
The Ancient Worthies have further privi-

leges in the Kingdom as a reward for their 
faithfulness during the age of sin and death. 
They will be the visible representatives of the 
invisible rulers. In the 45th Psalm we have an 
overview of all of the classes that will be blessed 
and rewarded. Verses 1 to 9 describe the great 
King himself, Jesus. The Church is described 
in verse 10 to 14. The second part of verse 14 
and verse 15 call the great company “the vir-
gins her companions.”

In verse 16 the Ancient Worthies are des-
ignated: “Instead of thy fathers shall be thy 
children, whom thou mayest make princes in 
all the earth.” The word “princes” perfectly 
describes their role in the Kingdom. A prince 
is a member of a royal family. Princes have a re-
gal authority appropriate to their assigned role. 
What is their assigned role? Several texts give 
a glimpse of what they will do in the Kingdom.
! Isaiah 1:25-27 — “And I will turn my 

hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy 
dross, and take away all thy tin: And I will re-
store thy judges as at the first, and thy counsel-
lors as at the beginning: afterward thou shalt 

Jerusalem
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Coping with the death of a family mem-
ber, a dear friend, or even a public fig-
ure with whom a personal connection 

had been made, is one of the hardest challenges 
mankind faces. During such times, emotions 
can run deep with sadness or even depression. 
Grief can be intense and, at times, overwhelm-
ing. People try to employ various mechanisms 
to alleviate this pain. Some may grieve for long 
periods of time, concluding that they will never 
see their loved ones again. Though such doubt 
is understandable, the Bible contains divine 
promises, assuring us that there will be a res-
urrection of the dead. All who desire to come 
into harmony with God’s arrangements will be 
afforded an opportunity to obtain eternal life on 
a perfected earth. This will bring exceeding joy 
to all who have been victimized by death, the 
greatest enemy known to man. 

In the Scriptures the term “resurrection” 
appears 41 times, all in the New Testament. 
However, the message of resurrection was a 
theme promulgated throughout the Old Testa-
ment also. 

The Apostle Paul encourages us to: “Study 
to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly divid-
ing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). By 
making a careful scriptural examination of this 

topic, much can be learned regarding the di-
vine intention for mankind’s recovery, despite 
the painful circumstances associated with death 
and the loss experienced because of it.

The word “resurrection” in the Greek 
comes from Strong’s 386, anastasis. It means 
“a standing up again,” i.e., a resurrection 
from death, or raising to life again. While this 
term, resurrection, is not found in the Old Tes-
tament, the word “return” conveys the same 
thought. The concept is similar in meaning to 
the Greek anastasis and comes from Strong’s 
7725. It is defined as: bring back, refresh, or 
restore. 

For example, in Psalm 90:3, Moses prayed 
to God and expressed his hope in the return of 
man from the grave. Similarly, in Isaiah 35:10, 
the Prophet declares that not only will the 
ransomed of the LORD return but that all the 
world will likewise come back from the tomb 
with songs of praise to God. They will return 
with everlasting joy and gladness, and sorrow 
and sighing will be no more.

For over 6000 years of human history, the 
number of people who have died and will need 
to be restored from the tomb looms significant. 
Agencies such as the Population Reference 
Bureau in Washington, DC, have made fre-
quent projections as to how many people have 
ever lived on Earth. This non-profit organiza-
tion asserts that this is a perplexing yet peren-
nial topic into which frequent inquiries have 
been made. In an article published in 2011, 
they estimated that roughly 14 billion people 
have been born since 1900. 

While the PRB claims its projection is spec-
ulative, some might suggest the same respecting 
the high estimate of 142 billion having lived 
from the dawn of humanity through 1886, as 

Should	not	ALL	benefit?

The Resurrection of 
the Whole World
“The hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and 
shall come forth” (John 5:28,29).

Brian Montague

“Study to shew thyself approved.”
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The resurrection 
of the world is 

possible 
because of the 

loving sacrirfice 
of Jesus.

lowers of our Lord will be deemed worthy of a 
spiritual life. The remainder of mankind will be 
raised to a period of learning and testing. Their 
final determination will be made at the end of 
Christ’s Kingdom. as to whether they will re-
ceive everlasting life. All those found worthy 
will receive perfect human life on earth, if obe-
dient. Those found unworthy due to disobedi-
ence will be condemned to eternal destruction 
— oblivion (John 5:28, 29). 

The scriptures reveal that Satan is the god 
of this world, and he has blinded the eyes of 
many (2 Corinthians 4:4). Thus, comparative-
ly few have come to recognize and appreciate 
the beauty of God’s plan to restore mankind. 
This has resulted in the acceptance of erro-
neous notions by many. One such example is 
found in the teachings of the Sadducees, who 
rejected the possibility of a resurrection (Luke 
20:27-40). They mocked Jesus for his teach-
ings on the resurrection. 

Jesus replied with the words of Moses at the 
burning bush that God was the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob; and, because of their 
faith, God would not leave them in the grave. 
They would one day live again. Surely, in time, 
all who have expressed cynicism regarding the 
existence of God and His power will confess 
that they were blinded to the Bible’s repeated 
promise of life after death (John 12:38-40).

Interestingly, the Apostle Paul teaches that 
the resurrection of the dead will include all the 
people, whom he divides into two groups, “the 
just and unjust” (Acts 24:15). The pages of 
history are stamped with such infamous names 
as Nero, Ivan IV, Stalin, Hitler, and Bin Laden. 

These are widely identified as having com-
mitted the most heinous crimes against human-
ity. Many would conclude these individuals are 
unjust and not worthy of living again. How-
ever, the writer of the book of Acts tells us that 
these two groups, “the just and the unjust,” 
are both to be resurrected. The class termed 
“the just” includes individual Christians who, 
having their loyalty proven during this Gos-
pel Age, will receive a spiritual reward. The 
remainder of mankind, including even those 
who have committed atrocities, are termed “the 
unjust” class and will also receive a resurrec-
tion. Though many may seem morally upright, 
they are, from God’s standpoint, not now liv-
ing sanctified lives. The Apostle Paul says that 

cited in The Divine Plan of the Ages (page 
99).1 Therefore, whether the figure to date 
may now approach 160 billion, there is little 
doubt that the actual number is vast; and when 
all are resurrected it will be the greatest global 
miracle ever witnessed through the eyes of men. 

What makes the resurrection of the world 
possible is the loving and willing sacrifice by our 
Lord Jesus, the Redeemer of the entire human 
family. While the dead have no consciousness 
in the grave (Ecclesiastes 9:5), they will soon 
be awakened due to the merit of our Lord’s 
ransom paid on their behalf. As expressed by 
the sons of Korach, “Like sheep they are laid 
in the grave; death shall feed on them; and the 
upright shall have dominion over them in the 
morning; and their beauty shall consume in the 
grave from their dwelling” (Psalms 49:14).

As unparalleled a promise as this is, the 
resurrection of the world is either dismissed by 
unbelievers or not clearly understood by many 
who express a belief in God. The unbeliever 
maintains that there is no God, that life ends 
in death, and the elements of which they are 
composed return to the earth to be recycled in 
some new organism. Despite such skepticism 
(Psalms 14:1), the time will come when all that 
are in their graves will come forth. Faithful fol-
__________

(1) If world population increased exponentially from 
8 at the time of the Flood (as early as 2472 BC) to 
1.424 billion in AD 1886, then the total population 
that ever lived until then would be only 6.5 to 13 bil-
lion (for mean lifespans assumed from 50 to 25 years). 
(At any point in time over the past three thousand 
years, 10-20% of the population that had ever lived 
would be alive at that time.)

Death is man’s greatest enemy.
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Jesus described 
those that had 
died as being 
asleep.

ever, Jesus sent them away and had the child 
restored to life, or awakened from her “sleep.” 

When the world of mankind returns from 
the grave, it will be during a time described in 
scripture as a kingdom of righteousness. The 
purpose of that kingdom will be to ensure that 
all the families of Earth will be blessed. “Be-
cause he hath appointed a day, in the which he 
will judge the world in righteousness by that 
man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath 
given assurance unto all men, in that he hath 
raised him from the dead” (Acts 17:31). 

One of the greatest promises that Christians 
have come to appreciate is that while Jesus gave 
his life to taste death for all mankind, he was 
the first to obtain a lasting resurrection from 
the grave (Acts 26:23). He was exalted to the 
divine nature in heaven, the highest plane of 
existence in the universe. Next to be resurrected 
to everlasting life are those that would comprise 
his fully-faithful Church class. These will simi-
larly receive the divine nature (1 Corinthians 
15:42-44), and each will have the privilege to 
become a part of the body of Christ. Follow-
ing them will come the great multitude, who 
will receive a lesser heavenly nature (Revela-
tion 7:9-17, 19:1 ASV, 1 Corinthians 3:10-
13,15). The last class to be resurrected will be 
the world of mankind, who will then be pro-
vided opportunity to obtain life everlasting on 
earth (Revelation 22:17, Isaiah 45:18). 

The Apostle Paul assures us of this prom-
ised resurrection for the whole world. He says 
that if such were not true, Christ himself was 
not resurrected, and there would be no hope for 
his followers (1 Corinthians 15:16-18). But, 
by God’s grace, all will soon come to under-
stand what the Apostle said, “For as in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive” 
(1 Corinthians 15:22).

“all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God” (Romans 3:23). None would be eligible 
to be raised from the dead were it not for God’s 
merciful provision in sending the Redeemer to 
offer his life on their behalf.

Back from the Dust

The prophet Daniel likened the resurrection 
to an individual being awakened from sleep 
(Daniel 12:2). His words remind us that the 
dead are spoken of as sleeping in the “dust of 
the earth.” This language is reminiscent of the 
words God spoke to Adam when He said that 
he would, as a result of disobedience, return 
to the dust (Genesis 3:19). The good news 
is that God promised to raise the whole world 
of mankind from the dust of the earth (Psalms 
113:7). This is what the angels meant when 
they declared that they were bringing good 
tidings of great joy that shall be unto all 
people (Luke 2:10). 

Jesus also described those that had died as 
being asleep. His good friend, Lazarus, was 
extremely ill. As a result, his sisters, Mary and 
Martha, sent for him. When Jesus described 
the situation to his disciples, he said that Laza-
rus was sleeping and that he would awaken 
Lazarus from his sleep. This confused the 
disciples until Jesus said plainly that Lazarus 
was, in fact, dead. They did not initially under-
stand that, in symbol, being dead is like being 
asleep. Ultimately, Jesus did call Lazarus forth 
from the dead. This lesson presents a beautiful 
picture of the future resurrection of the dead, 
when all that sleep in their graves will come 
forth (John 11:37-44).

The Gospels point us to another miracle 
performed by Jesus, which also illustrates the 
future general resurrection. Jairus was ruler of 
a synagogue in Capernaum, He was a man of 
great faith and knew Jesus well. Jairus asked Je-
sus to come to his home to heal his only daugh-
ter of 12 years. While the account in Matthew 
might seem to differ from those in Mark and 
Luke as to whether she was yet alive at the time 
Jairus made the request (Matthew 9:18, Mark 
5:23, Luke 8:42), what is clear is that the child 
was dead when Jesus arrived. Jesus did not 
announce that this dead child was in heaven, 
hell, or purgatory, but described her condition 
as one that was sleeping. This caused the as-
sembled crowd to scoff and sneer at him. How-

Jarius’ daughter awakened from “sleep” by Jesus.    
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After Christ’s thousand-year kingdom has 
restored humanity to the perfection lost in 
Eden, Satan is to be loosed “to deceive the na-
tions which are in the four corners of the earth” 
(Revelation 20:13 ASV). That will be the re-
formed world’s final examination. What little 
the Bible says about it is given in the type of 
Israel at the Red Sea, by parable in Matthew 
25:31-46, and in the prophecies of Isaiah 22 
and Revelation 20. While the Bible has little 
need to give us specifics about God’s eternal 
kingdom thereafter, a few gems may be gleaned.

God’s sworn promise to Abraham climaxes 
with, “In thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth bless themselves” (Genesis 22:18 
RVIC). The heavenly seed of Abraham is to 
be Christ and his faithful Church. We are fur-
ther promised God and Christ “shall reign for 
ever and ever” (Revelation 22:5). The people 
will not only be blessed from heaven, but they 
will bless one another going up the highway 
of  holiness. That has been God’s plan from 
the beginning.

Egypt and other nations will be put to shame 
and then come to fleshly Israel, “Israel shall be 
saved by Jehovah with an everlasting salva-
tion: ye shall not be put to shame nor confound-
ed world without end” (Isaiah 45:17 ASV).

“They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my 
holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover the 
sea” (Isaiah 11:9, 65:25 ASV).

Foregleams From the Exodus
One of the two longest types in the Bible 

is given in Exodus 7:14-15:22b. Moses comes 
to Egypt for the ten plagues, picturing Christ’s 
first advent and the evils during the Gospel 
Age. The Israelites leave Egypt and are no 
more under Pharaoh’s influence for three days 
until they reach the Sea, picturing the world’s 
exodus into the thousand-year kingdom of 
Christ, in which Satan is bound. Satan’s little 

season and its termination are typified by the 
Israelites passing through the Sea, whereupon 
Pharaoh and his hosts are drowned.

The original goal had been, “Let my people 
go, that they may serve me in the wilderness,” 
later made specific, “three days’ journey in1 the 
wilderness” (Exodus 7:16, 8:27). Eventually, 
“Moses led Israel onward from the Red Sea, 
and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; 
and they went three days in the wilderness” 
(Exodus 15:22 ASV).2 Typically, we are thus 
assured that God’s original plan for man will 
come fully to fruition “in the ages to come.”

The Feast of Unleavened Bread lasted sev-
en days; the first and last day were each to be 
a holy convocation. The first day would fore-
shadow the resurrection of the world and the 
rejoicing that ensues. Three days to the Sea, a 
day to cross the Sea, and three more days bring 
us to the latter holy convocation, depicting the 
rejoicing of mankind to all eternity (Exodus 
12:15-16).

During the Millennium, “They shall build 
houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant 
vineyards, and eat the fruit of them” (Isaiah 
65:21 ASV). We may reasonably assume that 
building and planting will continue for human-
ity to eternity.

“Death shall be no more; neither ... mourn-
ing, nor crying, nor pain ... for the first things 
are passed away.” In confirmation, “The last 
enemy that shall be abolished is death” (Rev-
elation 21:4, 1 Corinthians 15:26 ASV).

Because we know what will come after Ar-
mageddon, and even after Satan’s loosing for 
a little season, we should “comfort one another 
with these words,” and speak peaceably to the 
people of the world.

They Shall Not Hurt Nor Destroy

After the Final Exam
“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, 
and he will reign forever and ever” (Revelation 11:15 NRSV).

__________

(1) Literally, in the wilderness (not necessarily: into 
the wilderness).

(2) Chapter 15:22c, “And they found no water.” begins 
a new set of experiences. It properly begins verse 23.
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