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This Journal and Its Mission
Chartered in 1918, the Pastoral Bible Institute, Inc. was formed for the promo
tion of Christian knowledge. Its journal, The Herald of Christ’s Kingdom, stands
firmly for the defense of the only true foundation of the Christian’s hope now
being so generally repudiated — redemption through the precious blood (1 Peter
1:19) of “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom [a corresponding
price, a substitute] for all” (1 Timothy 2:6). Building upon this sure foundation
the gold, silver, and precious stones of the Word of God (1 Corinthians 3:11-15;
2 Peter 1:5-11), its further mission is “to make all see what is the fellowship of
the mystery, which has been hid in God to the intent that now might be [made]
known by the church the manifold wisdom of God” — “which in other ages was
not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed” (Ephesians 3:5-10).
It stands free from all parties, sects, and creeds of men, while it seeks more and
more to bring its every utterance into fullest subjection to the will of God in
Christ, as expressed in the holy Scriptures. It is thus free to declare boldly what
soever the Lord hath spoken — according to the Divine wisdom granted unto us
to understand. Its attitude is not dogmatic, but confident; for we know whereof
we affirm, treading with implicit faith upon the sure promises of God. It is held as
a trust to be used in his service; hence our decisions relative to what may or may
not appear in its columns must be according to our judgment of his good pleasure,
the teaching of his Word, for the upbuilding of his people in grace and knowledge.
We not only invite, we urge our readers to prove all its utterances by the infallible
Word, to which reference is constantly made to facilitate such testing.

To Us the Scriptures Clearly Teach

That the Church is the “temple of the living God” — peculiarly “his workman
•ship”;
that its construction has been in progress throughout the Gospel age — ever

since Christ became the world’s Redeemer and the chief “corner stone” of this
temple, through which, when finished, God’s blessings shall come “to all people”
and they find access to him (1 Corinthians 3:16,17; Ephesians 2:20-22; Genesis
28:14; Galatians 3:29).
That meantime the chiseling, shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in
•Christ’s
atonement for sin progresses and when the last of these “living stones,”

“elect and precious,” shall have been made ready, the great Master Workman will
bring all together in the first resurrection; and the temple shall be filled with his
glory and be the meeting place between God and men throughout the Millennium
(1 Peter 2:4-9; Revelation 15:5-8).
That the basis of hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact that “Jesus
•Christ
by the grace of God tasted death for every man,” “a ransom for all,” and

will be “the true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the world” “in
due time” (Hebrews 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Timothy 2:5,6).
the hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, “see him as he is,”
•beThat
“a partaker of the divine nature,” and share his glory as his joint-heir (1 John
3:2; John 17:24; Romans 8:17; 2 Peter 1:4).

That the present mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints for the
•future
work of service; to develop© in herself every grace; to be God’s witness to
the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the next age (Ephesians 4:12;
Matthew 24:14; Revelation 1:6, 20:6).

the hope for the world lies in the blessings of knowledge and opportunity
•to That
be brought to all by Christ’s Millennial Kingdom the restitution of all that was
lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at the hands of their Redeemer and
his glorified church when all the willfully wicked will be destroyed (Acts 3:19-23;
Isaiah 35).

The Memorial of Jesus’ Death

In the Beginning

J

esus had little regard for ceremonies. There
were only two observances that he asked of
his followers. One was baptism, the other
was the memorial of his death. While baptism
is a single event and can come at any time, the
Memorial coincides with the Jewish Passover
because that was the time of year when Jesus
died on the cross. When he passed bread and
the fruit of the vine to his disicples the evening
preceding his death, Jesus said, “Do this in remembrance of me.” In this issue we remember
the death of our savior in several aspects.
“Jesus Wept” reviews the various ways that
Jesus demonstrated his qualities of high priest
in compassion for both his followers and those
of the Gentile world with whom he came into
contact. In the case of the death of Lazarus,
Jesus’ love for the family brought him to tears in
sympathy with them even though he knew that
he would raise Lazarus from the dead.
“The Way to Jerusalem” highlights Jesus’ final journey from Galilee to Jerusalem. During
this final week Jesus prepared his disciples for
his departure. During this week he also performed his final miracles and especially emphasized the importance of prayer for his followers.
“Jesus’ Last 21 Hours” examines the intensity of the last day of his life. From the joy of
sharing a final supper with his disciples to the
loneliness of six hours on the cross, Jesus maintained his focus on his final task — to provide
the ransom price for mankind — the culmination of three and one half years of his ministry.
“A Parting Wish” considers the thoughts of
Jesus in the upper room on the night before his
crucifixion as he asked his disciples to remember his death through the Memorial emblems.
Although Barabbas was only briefly mentioned in the trial of Jesus, the lessons we can
take from his release instead of Jesus are detailed in “Barabbas and the Perfect Man”
“Communion or Common Union?” is a meditation on the sharing of the bread and the cup
that forms an integral part of our Memorial service. The hymn “Onward Christian Soldiers”
proclaims our togetherness as “all one body”
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in accordance with 1 Corinthians 10:17, for
together we all partake of the one bread, Jesus.
Finally, “The Unity of the Body of Christ”
considers ways we can better reflect the principles of Christian character in edifying and
building up the body of believers. It encourages
self-examination and humility in dealing with
differences that exist among brethren.
May this issue aid our readers to prepare
for this most important observance, the Memorial supper, “in remembrance” of our precious
Lord and Savior, Jesus.
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Compassion

Jesus Wept
“For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but one
who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15 NASB).
Ray Charlton

T

here are two cases where Jesus wept.
He wept over the city of Jerusalem
(Luke 19:41) and he wept at the tomb
of his friend Lazarus (John 11:34-35). Both
events were towards the end of his ministry.
This discussion will focus on Jesus’ grief at the
death of Lazarus as it gives us special insight
into Jesus’ ability to identify with a grieving
creation.
Jesus’ Ministry
Since his baptism at Jordan, Jesus had spent
three and a half years carrying out the will of
his Heavenly Father, preaching the Kingdom
of God and showing signs and wonders which
should have proven to the Jews that he was the
son of God, the promised Messiah. During the
time that our Lord was serving the lost sheep
of Israel, he told them, “The foxes have holes
and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son
of Man has nowhere to lay his head” (Luke
9:58 NASB). Even at his birth there was no
place for him. His mother Mary “wrapped him
in cloths, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no room for them in the inn” (Luke
2:7 NASB).
During his ministry Jesus spent the majority
of his time with the common people of Israel.
This was noticed by the religious leaders who
considered themselves holy but the rest of the
people sinners, of whom some could not be
saved. “The Pharisees and their scribes began
grumbling at his disciples, saying, Why do you
eat and drink with the tax collectors and sinners? And Jesus answered and said to them, It
is not those who are well who need a physician,
but those who are sick. I have not come to call
the righteous but sinners to repentance” (Luke
5:30-32 NASB). There were, however, some
Pharisees who recognized Jesus. “Nevertheless
many even of the rulers believed in him, but
because of the Pharisees they were not confess4

ing him, for fear that they would be put out of
the synagogue; for they loved the approval of
men rather than the approval of God” (John
12:42-43 NASB).
Expectations of the Religious Rulers
The Pharisees were expecting a person of
royalty, someone who would save them from
the Roman yoke, as promised by Isaiah: “For
a child will be born to us, a son will be given
to us; And the government will rest on his
shoulders; And his name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be no end to
the increase of his government or of peace, on
the throne of David and over his kingdom, to
establish it and to uphold it with justice and
righteousness from then on and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish
this” (Isaiah 9:6-7 NASB). Instead they saw
a carpenter’s son from insignificant Nazareth
preaching a message to the sinners.
This was in fact what Isaiah had prophesied: “He was despised and forsaken of men,

Jesus in the Temple
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Jordan River

a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;
and like one from whom men hide their face
he was despised, and we did not esteem him.
Surely our griefs he himself bore, and our sorrows he carried; yet we ourselves esteemed him
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted” (Isaiah
53:3-4 NASB). How different from the words
given to his mother Mary, “And behold, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you shall name him Jesus. He will be great and
will be called the Son of the Most High; and
the Lord God will give him the throne of his
father David” (Luke 1:31-32 NASB)!

Jesus’ baptism was not for sins, for he was
sinless. His baptism symbolized his willingness
to do the Heavenly Father’s will rather than his
own, giving up his earthly life to take Adam’s
place under penalty of death. He was then led
by the Spirit into the wilderness to study the
scriptural record regarding his ministry and
where he was tempted by Satan to use his spiritual powers for earthly gain. Brother Russell
writes, “Into the wilderness — for study and
meditation relative to the great work to which
he had just consecrated himself, represented in
his baptism” (Reprint 680).

The Road to Jordan
Jesus realized at a young age the purpose
of his life on earth, that of “the lamb slain before the foundation of the world” (Revelation
13:8). Luke gives us insight into Jesus’ childhood and records an occasion when at twelve
years of age his parents took him to Jerusalem
for the feast of Passover but discovered he was
not with the group when they left.
“The child continued to grow and become
strong, increasing in wisdom; and the grace
of God was upon him. ... When they did not
find him, they returned to Jerusalem looking for
him. Then, after three days they found him in
the temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers,
both listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed
at his understanding and his answers” (Luke
2:45-47 NASB).
Little is recorded about Jesus’ life from age
12 until he came to John the Baptist. However,
the charge of the Pharisees, “Is not this the carpenter” (Mark 6:3), indicates that Jesus spent
his early years learning carpentry from his
earthly father, Joseph. At age 30, Jesus came to
be baptized by John at the Jordan River. Jews
were being baptized for remission of sins to
bring them back into harmony with God.

Jesus’ Experiences
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When thinking of the temptations that befell Jesus, the three temptations initiated by
Satan in the wilderness come to mind readily,
but there were others not so obvious. It must
have deeply hurt Jesus to see the temple, his
Father’s house, being used as a marketplace
with the religious leaders’ consent, charging
the people to certify the animal sacrifices as unblemished.
There appear to be two occasions recorded
when he cleansed the temple, one at the beginning of his ministry (John 2:13-16) and another at the close (Luke 19:45-46). Jesus must
have been tempted to totally cleanse the temple,
not only of the merchants but of those who were
representing Jehovah God but not teaching his
father’s words.
Those religious leaders burdened the people rather than caring for them. Jesus charged,
“They tie up heavy burdens and lay them on
men’s shoulders, but they themselves are unwilling to move them with so much as a finger.
But they do all their deeds to be noticed by
men; for they broaden their phylacteries and
lengthen the tassels of their garments. They
love the place of honor at banquets and the
chief seats in the synagogues, and respectful
5
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greetings in the market places, and being called
Rabbi by men” (Matthew 23:4-7 NASB).
Jesus must have longed to remove that burden from the people. Yet he knew that was not
the time. Only those who followed him received
the assurance “Come to me, all who are weary
and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my
burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30 NASB).
He assured them, “For even the Son of Man
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give his life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45
NASB).
Sympathizing With Our Weaknesses
“When evening came, they brought to him
many who were demon-possessed; and he cast
out the spirits with a word, and healed all who
were ill. This was to fulfill what was spoken
through Isaiah the prophet: “He himself took
our infirmities and carried away our diseases”
(Matthew 8:16-17 NASB).
The healing that Jesus did was not without
effort on his part. Luke records “a great throng
of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the
coastal region of Tyre and Sidon ... had come
to hear him and to be healed of their diseases;
and those ... troubled with unclean spirits were
being cured. And all the people were trying to
touch him, for power was coming from him and
healing them all” (Luke 6:17-19 NASB).
Brother Russell gives insight into Jesus’
healing power: “The connection between the
healing of disease, on our Lord’s part, and his
taking of infirmity upon himself, is not very apparent to the majority of those who read the
record. It is generally supposed that our Lord
merely exercised a power of healing that cost
himself nothing. But, from the record of the
Scriptures, we understand that the healing of
the sick, as performed by our Lord, was not
by the superhuman power at his command,
but that on the contrary, in healing the sick he
expended upon them a part of his own vitality: and consequently, the greater the number
healed, the greater was our Lord’s loss of vitality, strength” (Studies in the Scriptures, Volume 5, page 124).
He gave of himself to the people, sympathizing with their illnesses and weaknesses.
6

The parable of the prodigal son shows God’s
compassion on mankind, pictured by the father running to greet the wayward son. Peter
reminds us, “The Lord is not slow in fulfilling
his promise, in the sense in which some men
speak of slowness. But He bears patiently with
you, His desire being that no one should perish
but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9 Weymouth).
Jesus had compassion not only for those who
were ill, blind, lame, and tormented by demons, but also for the common people in their
everyday needs. “I feel compassion for the people, because they have remained with me now
three days and have nothing to eat; and I do not
want to send them away hungry, for they might
faint on the way” (Matthew 15:32 NASB). He
miraculously fed the people. At other times, he
showed that he understood fear by calming the
restless sea that so frightened his disciples.
Compassion for the Gentiles
Although Jesus was sent to the lost sheep of
Israel, he also took compassion on Gentiles who
came to him for help. “And when Jesus entered
Capernaum, a centurion came to him, imploring him, and saying, Lord, my servant is lying
paralyzed at home, fearfully tormented. Jesus
said to him, I will come and heal him. But the
centurion said, Lord, I am not worthy for you
to come under my roof, but just say the word,
and my servant will be healed” (Matthew 8:58 NASB). Jesus tells us why this request was
granted “Truly I say to you, I have not found
such great faith with anyone in Israel” (Matthew 8:10 NASB). What an example to those
doubting Jewish leaders!
In another case, a Canaanite woman with a
demon-possessed child came to Jesus. She cried
out saying, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of
David” (Matthew 15:22 NASB). Her faith
was tested when Jesus told her he came only to

Jesus with Centurion
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the Jews: “It is not right to take the children’s
bread and toss it to the dogs” (Matthew 15:26).
This was a test to her as a Gentile despised by
the Jews. She replied “Yes, Lord; but even the
dogs feed on the crumbs which fall from their
masters’ table” (Matthew 15:27 NASB). Jesus
then told her, “O woman, your faith is great; it
shall be done for you as you wish.”
In another incident recorded in Luke 7:1215 (NASB), Jesus traveled to the city of Nain
where “a dead man was being carried out, the
only son of his mother, and she was a widow.”
When the Lord saw her, he felt compassion for
her, and said to her, “Do not weep.” And he
came up and touched the coffin; and the bearers came to a halt. And he said, “Young man,
I say to you, arise!” The dead man sat up and
began to speak” (Luke 7:13-15 NASB). This
same compassion was exhibited with the raising
of Jairus’ daughter, telling the family “Don’t be
afraid; just believe, and she will be healed”
(Luke 8:50).
Bethany
Bethany is a village about two miles from
Jerusalem. While little is recorded about Bethany, it is the site for some of the most familiar
acts and scenes of the last days of the life of
Christ. It was here that Jesus’ greatest miracle
took place, the raising of Lazarus, and this miracle gives great insight into Jesus’ compassion
for man’s infirmities. Bethany was the home of
Simon the leper and Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. It was a place of rest and renewal for Jesus,
who had no place of his own to lay his head.
“A certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. It
was the Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whose
brother Lazarus was sick. So the sisters sent
word to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom
you love is sick” (John 11:1-3 NASB). Jesus
loved this family, and they returned his love.
Jesus could have commanded that Lazarus be
healed just as he had done with the Centurions’
servant. Yet he knew that was not his Father’s
will. He knew his delay would result in Lazarus’ death and that this would cause great distress and grief to Mary and Martha.
Martha and Mary were unhappy at Jesus’
delayed arrival: “Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died” (John 11:21
March / April 2015

Village of Bethany

NASB).

They knew that Jesus had healed others without being present. It was not that they
did not believe that Lazarus would one day be
resurrected, for “Martha said to him, I know
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the
last day” (John 11:24 NASB).
However, the bonds of family were strong
and Lazarus’ death took its toll on his sisters.
“When Jesus therefore saw her (Mary) weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came
with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled” (John 11:33). Jesus “was touched with a
feeling of man’s infirmities. His perfect mind
would make all his sensibilities more active than
ours, his sympathy would be stronger, his sense
of pain keener” (Reprint 5103).
John says “Jesus wept” (John 11:35). He
had not shown such a reaction when he raised
others from death. There are several explanations for his weeping on this occasion. First,
the family was very close to Jesus and gave
him a place of rest. The close personal relationship is shown in the words “he whom you
love is sick” (John 11:3). Second, Jesus was
“acquainted with grief ” (Isaiah 53:3). As the
Logos, he had seen Cain slay Abel; he, along
with Jehovah, had heard the cries of the Israelites in Egypt. Yet at this time he was moved to
weep. Just as we observe the grief of the people
around us as they experience the difficulties of
sin and death, but especially are touched when
death troubles the ones we love dearly, Jesus
was moved to tears for the family he loved.
Lazarus would eventually die again. Yet Jesus knew that the time was near when he would
give his life a ransom for Adam, and, if he fulfilled all that was written in the Scripture, he
would secure the release of all from the sentence of death. That would be the victory soon
to be shown by his resurrection.
7
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Jesus’ Death

The Way to Jerusalem
“From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem, and suffer
many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised up
on the third day” (Matthew 16:21). (All scripture NASB unless otherwise noted.)
Ernie Kuenzli

I

t was AD 33 as Jesus began his final journey to Jerusalem. Beginning in Galilee, he
would travel 80-100 miles to Jerusalem, the
Jewish capital where his earthly ministry would
come to an end. Let us consider five of the notable events that took place during the journey.
Going to His Death
“As Jesus was about to go up to Jerusalem,
he took the twelve disciples aside by themselves,
and on the way he said to them, Behold, we are
going up to Jerusalem; and the Son of Man will
be delivered to the chief priests and scribes, and
they will condemn him to death, and will hand
him over to the Gentiles to mock and scourge
and crucify him, and on the third day he will be
raised up” (Matthew 20:17-19).
Jesus had told the disciples earlier he would
be killed in Jerusalem. We remember how negatively Peter reacted to this. “Peter took him
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, God
forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to
You” (verse 22). His natural mind could not
understand why Jesus, the Messiah, would
have to die.
Jesus responded, “Get behind me, Satan!
You are a stumbling block to me; for you are
not setting your mind on God’s interests, but
man’s” (verse 23). Jesus’ words to Peter must
have truly stung. However, by opposing our
Lord’s desire to go to
Jerusalem, Peter was opposing God’s plans.
Jesus added that to be
his disciple, Peter must
be willing to sacrifice his
earthly life, just as Jesus
was doing. “If anyone
wishes to come after me,
he must deny himself, and Jerusalem
8

take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever
wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever
loses his life for my sake will find it” (Matthew
16:24-25). The disciples had understood the
concept of sacrifice. They had given up all to
follow Jesus. What they did not yet recognize
was that the sacrifice would lead unto death.
Despite Jesus’ plain statements, “the disciples understood none of these things: and
the meaning of this statement was hidden from
them” (Luke 18:34). Why did they not understand? The disciples were expecting that Jesus
would restore the kingdom to Israel. He was
the Messiah, the son of the living God (Matthew 16:16). It was inconceivable to them that
he would die. Plus, the meaning of this statement was hidden from them so they could not
oppose Jesus’ sacrifice or thwart his attempt to
surrender to the authorities.
Why did Jesus tell the disciples he was going
to his death? First, because it was true. “He
took the twelve aside and began to tell them
what was going to happen to him” (Mark
10:32). He was preparing them so their faith
would not be destroyed by his betrayal, rejection and death.
Second, Jesus was curbing their expectation
of the immediate establishment of his earthly
kingdom. Just before this journey, Peter asked
Jesus in Mark 10:28 what would they receive,
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because they had given up everything to follow
him. Jesus answered Peter: “Truly I say to you,
that you who have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on his
glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel”
(Matthew 19:28). Based on Jesus’ answer and
the fact that they were going to Jerusalem, the
disciples were expecting that Christ’s earthly
reign and their sharing in it, was imminent. Jesus knew that this would not be the case.
What lesson can we derive from this experience? First, we see Jesus’ commitment to doing
God’s will no matter what it cost him. Jesus
spoke of his commitment to providing his life
as a ransom in John 10:17-18. “For this reason
the Father loves me, because I lay down my life
so that I may take [receive] it again. No one
has taken it away from me, but I lay it down on
my own initiative” (Diaglott notes).
We also see Jesus’ courage in facing suffering and death. His courage was based on his
great faith in God. He did not flee from doing
God’s will as Jonah did but headed straight for
his death. “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a
grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it
remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
He who loves his life (soul) loses it; and he who
hates his life (soul) in this world will keep it to
life eternal” (John 12:24,25).
To be a successful follower of Jesus, we need
to have the same commitment and courage
based on our faith in God. We should head
straight for our sacrificial death as Jesus did.
Importuning Widow
As Jesus was passing through Galilee and
Samaria, on his way to Jerusalem, he gave the
disciples a parable that: “at all times, they ought
to pray and not to lose heart” (Luke 18:1).
“In a certain city there was a judge who did
not fear God and did not respect man. There
was a widow in that city; and she kept coming
to him, saying, Give me legal protection from
my opponent. For a while he was unwilling; but
afterward he said to himself, Even though I do
not fear God, nor respect man; yet because this
widow bothers me, I will give her legal protection, otherwise, by continually coming she will
wear me out” ( Luke 18:2-5).
Lest his disciples misunderstand his point,
Jesus explained the lesson they should take
March / April 2015

from the parable.
“Now, will God
not bring about
justice for His elect
who cry to Him
day and night, and
will He delay long
over them? I tell
you that He will
bring about justice
for them quickly”
Importuning Widow
(Luke 18:7-8).
Why did Jesus choose to emphasize prayer
now? Because he knew how crucial prayer
would be to the disciples to follow his example
and path of life. Jesus had a strong prayer life
— so much so that the disciples had asked him:
“Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1). Jesus
prayed frequently: before making decisions, before healing people. Jesus used prayer to keep
in continual contact with his Heavenly Father
and to make sure he knew and was following
God’s will. His disciples would need to follow
this same approach to be pleasing to God.
Jesus gave the disciples many lessons on the
subject of prayer. When they failed to cast out
the demon, Jesus told them their failure came
from a lack of prayer (Matthew 17:21). Likewise, we cannot be successful in doing God’s
will, in any circumstance, without prayer.
When Jesus selected the 12 apostles, it was
essential that the choice be in harmony with
God’s will. So, Jesus “went off to the mountain
to pray, and he spent the whole night in prayer
to God. And when day came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom
he also named apostles” (Luke 6:12-13).
As a part of his preparation for the final
hours of his earthly ministry, Jesus went to the
garden of Gethsemane to pray to the Father for
guidance and strength. He told his disciples:
“Sit here until I have prayed” (Mark 14:32).
When Jesus became grieved to the point of
death, he prayed that if it were possible, the
hour might pass him by. “Abba! Father! All
things are possible for You; remove this cup
from me; yet not what I will, but what You will”
(Mark 14:36).
In contrast, Peter failed to pray even though
Jesus warned Peter that he would deny Jesus
thrice before the cock would crow. When Jesus came back from his prayer in the garden
9
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and found Peter and the others asleep, he said:
“Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep
watch for one hour? Keep watching and praying that you may not come into temptation; the
spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Mark
14:37-38).
Prayer was crucial to Jesus’ success in the final hours of his earthly ministry. Lack of prayer
played a large factor in Peter’s failure during
this same time period.
What is the lesson for us? Persistence in
prayer is essential for our success as a New
Creature. Persistence is an evidence of our faith
in God that he will answer our prayers. We
are to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians
5:18 KJV). In Reprint 2865 Bro. Russell
writes: “God wishes us to be persistent, and our
persistence measures and indicates the depth of
our desires.” This persistence includes devoting our entire life to prayer and then watching
for God’s answer just as our Lord Jesus did.
“Devote yourselves to prayer and watch in the
same with thanksgiving, keeping alert in it with
an attitude of thanksgiving” (Colossians 4:2).
Faith that God will answer our prayers is the
key to receiving what we request. “Therefore,
I say to you, all things for which you pray and
ask, believe that you have received them, and
they will be granted to you” (Mark 11:24-25).
Notice the present perfect tense in this verse,
“have received them.” We must ask believing we have already received them and if we
do, they will be granted to us. The Apostle
James adds, “but he must ask in faith without any doubting” (James 1:6). Jesus believed
and had great confidence God would answer
his prayers. We must believe as Jesus did. As
the Apostle Paul writes, “pray with unceasing
prayer and entreaty on every fitting occasion in
the Spirit, and be always on the alert to seize
opportunities for doing so, with unwearied
persistence and entreaty on behalf of all God’s
people” (Ephesians 6:18 Weymouth).
Sitting on Jesus’ Right and Left Hand
Despite what Jesus told them, the disciples
still thought Jesus was going to implement his
kingdom when they got to Jerusalem. Because
of this expectation, their position in Jesus’ kingdom became an important issue.
“James and John, the two sons of Zebedee,
came up to Jesus, saying, Teacher, we want you
10
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to do for us whatever we ask of you ... Grant
that we may sit, one on your right and one on
your left, in your glory” (Mark 10:35-37).
Matthew 20:20-21 tells us that Salome, their
mother, was present with James and John and
made the request for them. In response, Jesus
took the lesson of his sacrifice unto death and
now applied this lesson to the disciples. They
would have to share in his baptism and in his
cup, to be associated with him in his kingdom.
“Jesus said to them, You do not know what you
are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I
drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with
which I am baptized? They said to him, We are
able. And Jesus said to them, The cup that I
drink you shall drink; and you shall be baptized
with the baptism with which I am baptized. But
to sit on my right or on my left, this is not mine
to give, but it is for those for whom it has been
prepared” (Mark 10:38-40).
James, John, and their mother did not realize
what it would take to be associated with Jesus in
his kingdom. But Jesus did and he mentioned it
in his answer using the symbols of the cup and
baptism. The cup pictured Jesus’ experiences.
Baptism pictured Jesus’ covenant of sacrifice
even unto death. James, John, and any disciple
would have to partake of both to be with Jesus
in his kingdom.
The cup Jesus referred to is the same one
described in John 18:11: “Jesus said to Peter ...
the cup which my Father hath given me, shall
I not drink it?” The Father allows us a cup of
experiences similar to Jesus to prove our loyalty
to Him, our obedience to the principles of truth
and righteousness and to develop us to be part
of the merciful Melchizedek priesthood. These
experiences include the hatred and persecution
of the world and the adversary.
The Herald of Christ’s Kingdom

“Ye are not of the world, but I have chosen
you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. ... The servant is not greater than his
lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also
persecute you” (John 15:19-20). To be with
Jesus in his kingdom, we must drink the cup of
ignominy, suffering, and persecution to its bitter end just as Jesus did.
The baptism Jesus mentioned was the same
one Jesus described in Luke 12:50: “I have
a baptism to be baptized with; and how am
I straitened till it be accomplished!” (Luke
12:50). This describes our Lord’s life of sacrifice from Jordan to the cross. Jesus sacrificed
his earthly life for the life of world. “I am the
living bread which came down from heaven: if
any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever:
and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which
I will give for the life
of the world” (John
6:51). James, John,
and all of Jesus’ disciples have to share
in his baptism unto
death before reignJesus is our Bread of Life.
ing with him.
Paul makes this same point in Romans 6:
3-5: “All of us who have been baptized into
Christ Jesus have been baptized into his death
... we have been buried with him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised
from the dead through the glory of the Father,
so we too might walk in newness of life. For if
we have become united with him in the likeness
of his death, certainly we shall also be in the
likeness of his resurrection.” To share in Jesus’
kingdom, we must share in his death.
“And hearing this, the ten became indignant
with the two brothers” (Matthew 20:24). Here
we see the spirit of rivalry and ambition that affected the disciples during Jesus’ earthly ministry. Even in the upper room: “There arose also
a dispute among them as to which of them was
regarded to be greatest” (Luke 22:24).
Jesus knew about this spirit of rivalry so when
the 10 became upset, he responded by saying,
“whosoever will be great among you, let him
be your minister; and whosoever will be chief
among you, let him be your servant: Even as
the Son of man came not to be ministered unto,
but to minister, and to give his life a ransom
for many” (Matthew 20:26-28 KJV would be
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achieved through service, sacrifice and humility, not through ambition and grasping. Jesus
taught the lesson of humility and service when
he said in Matthew 18:3-4: “Truly I say to
you, except ye turn and become like children,
you will not enter the kingdom of the heavens.
Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” He
taught them about humility and service when
he washed their feet in the upper room.
“If I ... washed your feet, you also ought to
wash one another’s feet. For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you.
If you know these things, you are blessed if you
do them (John 13:14,15,17).
The lesson of sacrifice, humility, and service
is placed directly before us in the example of
Jesus. He is the role model that we are to follow. The apostle Paul writes: “For the bodies
of those animals whose blood is brought into
the holy place by the high priest as an offering
for sin, are burned outside the camp. Therefore
Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people
through his own blood, suffered outside the
gate. So, let us go out to him outside the camp,
bearing his reproach” (Hebrews 13:11-13).
Let us share, members of the Lord’s body,
in his offering for sin, laying down our justified
humanity in sacrifice unto death. Let us humble ourselves as Jesus did (Philippians 2:5-8).
Let us be clothed with humility as Jesus was
(1 Peter 5:5-6). Like Jesus, let us serve one
another by love. “You were called to freedom,
brethren ... but through love serve one another”
(Galatians 5:13). “We know love by this, that
he laid down his life for us; and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brethren” (1 John 3:16).
Healing Blind Bartimaeus
As Jesus approached Jericho, he encountered the blind beggar Bartimaeus. “Now hearing a crowd going by, he [Bartimaeus] began to
inquire what this was. They told him that Jesus
of Nazareth was passing by. And he called out
... Jesus, Son of David, have mercy upon me!
Those who led the way were sternly telling him
to be quiet; but he kept crying out all the more,
Son of David, have mercy upon me! And Jesus
stopped and commanded that he be brought
to him; and when he came near, he questioned
him, What do you want me to do for you? And
he said, Lord, I want to regain my sight! And
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Jesus said to him, Receive your sight; your faith
has made you well. Immediately, he regained
his sight and began following him, glorifying
God; and when all the people saw it, they gave
praise to God” (Luke 18:36-43).
“The god of this world hath blinded the
minds of them which believe not, lest the light
of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them” (2 Corinthians 4:4 KJV). Bartimaeus is such a beautiful
example of those few during the Gospel Age
who have recognized their spiritual blindness
and have come to Jesus to be healed.
How did Bartimaeus know about Jesus?
Bartimaeus recognized Jesus as the Messiah
because he called him the “Son of David.”
Bartimaeus must have heard about the miracles
of Jesus and concluded: (1) Jesus was the Messiah and (2) Jesus could heal his blindness.
When Bartimaeus called out to Jesus, the
crowd rebuked him. Why? Perhaps they were
thinking that a great teacher like Jesus should
not be bothered by a lowly beggar. They had
forgotten that Jesus typically healed those who
called out to him for help. This reminds us
of the personal responsibility we each have of
looking for those who are spiritually blind and
responding to their calls for help.
Bartimaeus paid no attention to those who
rebuked him. Instead, he cried out all the more.
His blindness could be healed if only he could
get Jesus’ attention. Bartimaeus’ persistence
demonstrated his faith and this is what caught
Jesus’ attention. He recognized that faith, and
called for Bartimaeus. Jesus asked him, what
did he want? Riches? Honors? Other temporal blessings? No, Bartimaeus just wanted to
regain his sight. His faith in Jesus, his sincerity,
and his persistence paid off. Jesus healed him.
Bartimaeus showed his sincerity after he was
healed by becoming a follower of Jesus, rejoicing in his healing and praising our Lord. Like
Lazarus, Bartimaeus became living proof that
Jesus was the Messiah. In Jesus’ day there were
many blind. But only a few received their sight
from our Lord. Others did not have the necessary faith. During the Gospel Age, many have
been spiritually blind. Only a few have had
their spiritual blindness healed like Bartima
eus. Others have not expressed sufficient faith.
What is the lesson for us? We, like Bartimaeus, have had our blindness healed. We
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should be so thankful that Jesus has opened our
eyes to the truth about God’s plan of salvation
and our Lord as the Messiah. Let us follow
Bartimaeus’ example and both (1) follow Jesus
and (2) praise him for curing our blindness.
That will result in letting our light shine to all
that we come into contact with.
Triumphal Entry Into Jerusalem
Jesus entered Jerusalem on the 10th of Nisan, the same calendar day the Passover was
selected and taken from the sheep and the goats
before the first Passover (Exodus 12:3-5). Jesus’ entry fulfilled Zechariah 9:9: “Rejoice
greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph,
O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King
is coming to you; he is just, and endowed with
salvation, humble and mounted on a donkey,
even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” Jesus was
presenting himself to Jerusalem as their Messiah and king. Jesus kept all of the prophecies
regarding himself, demonstrating his obedience
to God’s will, showing he was Israel’s king, and
leaving Israel no valid reason to reject him.
During the entry, Jesus demonstrated his
power by telling the disciples how to obtain the
donkey (Matthew 21:1-9). He even prophesied that the owner would allow them to take
the donkey. Bro. Russell suggests in Reprint
3850 that the donkey was probably white because it was the custom for Israel’s kings to ride
on white donkeys. The article continues, “The
Jews were familiar with this prophecy, and for
long centuries had been waiting for Messiah
to fulfill it. It was necessary ... that our Lord
should literally, actually, do what the prophets
had foretold, that Israel might be without excuse in their rejection of him.”
There are three perspectives from which we
can view our Lord’s entry into Jerusalem.
! The disciples and crowd that welcomed
him had Messianic expectations. They were expecting Jesus to shortly establish his kingdom.
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! Herod, Pilate, and Jewish leaders considered this the parade of a fanatical leader. The
Jewish leaders felt threatened by Jesus and the
crowd’s response to his entry made them the
more fearful of his influence over the people.
! To our Lord, the angels, and the church,
his entry foreshadowed the future glory of his
second coming, when he returns from a far
country, to establish his kingdom.
Bro. Russell suggests there were nearly one
million Jews in Jerusalem for Passover. Did
these all hail Jesus as their king? During his
entry, there seems to have been two crowds: (1)
one going before him and (2) one that followed
him. The ones that followed Jesus were probably his disciples — those who had followed
him from Jericho. John tells us the ones who
went before Jesus came from Jerusalem to meet
him (John 12:12-13).
The crowds spread their garments and palm
branches in the way, honoring Jesus as their
ruler. As the group descended the Mount of
Olives towards Jerusalem, “The crowd of the
disciples began to praise God joyfully with a
loud voice for all the miracles they had seen”
(Luke 19:37).
The crowd cried, “Hosanna to the Son of
David” meaning save us, son of David (Matthew 21:9). They cried “Blessed is He who
comes in the name of the Lord, even the King
of Israel” (John 12:13), recognizing Jesus as
their king. They cried “Blessed is the coming
kingdom of our father David” (Mark 11:10),
showing they expected the re-establishment
of David’s kingdom under Jesus. They cried
“Blessed is the King who comes in the name
of the Lord; peace in heaven, and glory in the
highest” (Luke 19:38), expecting the establishment of Christ’s earthly kingdom.
How did the Pharisees’ respond to this?
“Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to
him, ‘Teacher, rebuke your disciples’” (Luke
19:39). Jesus responded, “I tell you that, if
these become silent, the stones will cry out”
(Luke 19:40). Jerusalem needed to be told
that their Messiah, their king, was coming
unto them. If the disciples had not made their
proclamation, then the stones would have cried
out so Jerusalem was aware that their Messiah
was here. How did the city respond to Jesus’
entry? “All the city was stirred, saying, Who
is this? And the crowds were saying, This is
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the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee”
(Matthew 21:10-11). Despite all this evidence,
many Jews and their leaders rejected Jesus!
What is the lesson for us from Jesus’ entry
into Jerusalem? First, Jesus is our king and
he has returned to establish his kingdom. Just
like Jesus presented himself to fleshly Israel
at his first advent, Jesus presented himself to
spiritual Israel at his return in 1874. Unlike
nominal spiritual Israel, we have recognized
and accepted him as the Messiah, our king, our
leader. Therefore, let us follow his example, his
instructions, his commandments. By these, we
show that we truly love him. “He who has my
commandments and keeps them is the one who
loves me; and ... I will love him and will disclose myself to him” (John 14:21).
Second, as the disciples praised God and
our Lord for the mighty works they had seen,
let us likewise praise God and his son for their
mighty works and the promise of Christ’s coming earthly kingdom. Let us show that praise
through our words, actions, and path of life that
Jesus is our Messiah and we are his disciples.
We are so thankful for the example of Jesus
that God provided for us. Let us follow Jesus’
commitment and courage in doing God’s will
and head straight for our sacrificial death as he
did. Let us, like Jesus, be persistent in prayer,
in faith expecting God to answer our prayers.
Let us follow Jesus’ example of humility, service to one another and love, by laying down
our life for the brethren. Let us be thankful that
our eyes have been opened to the Truth and
like Bartimaeus, follow and praise our Lord
for healing our blindness. Let us show those
around us that Jesus is our Messiah, our king,
by proclaiming his return and following his
example, his commandments and continually
praising his name.

Triumphal Entry Into Jerusalem
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Intense Experiences

Jesus’ Last 21 Hours
“Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that his hour had come that he
would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world,
he loved them to the end” (John 13:1 NAS).
Russell Marten

J

esus’ last day on earth by the reckoning of
our present calendar was April 3, 33 AD.
He spent 33½ years on earth as a perfect
human being with the last 3½ in his active ministry. The most compelling hours of that short
life were those of his final day, the culmination
of which meant that Adam’s race would not
eternally perish in their sinful condition.
Our day begins at midnight, but the Jewish day started six hours earlier, at sunset, approximately 6 pm. In 33 AD that day was a
Friday (beginning at six the evening before).
Jesus died three hours before the end of that
day. During the previous 21 hours, Jesus would
endure seven distinct experiences, each of approximately three hours.
In scripture, three hours is a “watch.” Identifying a particular hour of the day when an event
took place was somewhat difficult to ascertain
without precise time keeping mechanisms, so a
three hour period was more practical and often
used. It is a convenient reference for discussion.
(1) Fellowship and Communion
(In the Upper Room)
The first of these periods is best summarized as one of fellowship and communion. It
occurred between sunset and mid-evening, approximately 6 to 9 pm. The major events were
the observance of the Passover 1 and the institution of the Memorial.
The import of how this day would conclude
surely was foremost in Jesus’ mind as he entered the upper room to join the Apostles. Yet
being surrounded by those he lived so close to
for the past few years certainly must have been
encouraging.

One might think that because Jesus had direct communion with the Father, the need for
human contact would be minor. However, the
trials and death that lay ahead were distinctly
human in nature and not previously experienced by our Lord. Nothing in his experience
in the heavenly realm or thus far in his human
experience would compare to what lay ahead.
Our human nature longs for sympathy in time
of need. Not that we need pity, but human beings need to share feelings with friends or family and seek support of others of like mind.
It was no sign of weakness that Jesus craved
human sympathy. He was not stoic, insensitive
to physical pain and the emotions of shame and
loss. He was not proud, self centered, or aloof,
even though he was far above all others of the
race. His was a refined nature, keenly appreciative of all that is lovely and good, and correspondingly sensitive to pain from everything
contrary to these.
Human degradation and human woe must
have continually borne heavily upon him during all his earthly life. But at this hour all the
grief and burdens of the world were rolled upon
his shoulders and he was to suffer as though
he himself were the sinner, to suffer death, the
extinction of his being, trusting alone in his Father’s grace for a resurrection. Death to him

__________
(1) Editor’s note: The author expresses the viewpoint
that Jesus’ last supper was a Passover meal. Not all
editors share this viewpoint.
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shortly he would no longer be with them. However, he had and would continue to provide
all they needed for their ministry, the greatest
provision being the holy Spirit.

The Garden of Gethsemane

was a different proposition from what it is to
us. Although his apostles could not appreciate
what Jesus faced, they were his loyal supporters
and he would share his burden with them.
Although Jesus had been alluding to his inevitable death, the apostles’ comments indicate
concern for themselves rather than for him. Beyond this, one of them would soon deny him
and another would betray him. Despite these
uneasy feelings toward some of those gathered,
this would be by far the most pleasant of the
seven periods. He reacted to their preoccupation with themselves by washing their feet, thus
teaching them the need for humble service. He
would institute the Memorial of his death so
that all of his body members would continually
be reminded of this evening.
(2) Preparation (Discourse, Garden
Prayer, Rebuke and Arrest), Adversity
with Brethren
The time was about 9 pm as they left the upper room, entered the streets of Jerusalem and
walked towards the Kidron Valley. It was the
second three hour period of the final 21 hours.
John is the only gospel writer that recorded
Jesus’ discourses, detailed in chapters 15-17.
Whether the group stopped along the way to
listen, or whether Jesus talked as they walked,
subsequently the group crossed over the brook
Kidron and entered the Garden of Gethsemane
(John 18:1).
It seems logical that Jesus enumerated the
illustration of the vine, the vinedresser, and the
branches of chapter 15 as they walked through
the streets. The mood definitely changed from
chapter 15 to chapter 16. The parables of the
vine and vinedresser are consumed with nourishing and developing the vines, a very positive
message. In chapter 16, Jesus made it clear that
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Entry into the Garden
Tradition has it that the families of John
and James owned the garden. Thus Jesus and
the apostles were able to use it as a place where
they would have privacy and security. Mark,
the gospel writer, may have been a family
member.
Three of the gospels — Matthew, Mark,
and Luke — record that Jesus separated himself from his apostles so that he could go and
pray. His intimacy with his Father is contrasted
with the apostles falling asleep. It is a good lesson for us to maintain our watch without becoming weary in well doing.

Jesus separated
himself from
his apostles so
that he could
go and pray.

(3) Arrest and Solitude (Adversity
Without Brethren)
It was likely close to midnight when Jesus
was arrested. Assigning time to the events between his arrest and his being turned over to
Pilate is uncertain. However, we can reason
upon the limited scriptural testimony.
Once the Jews had secured Jesus it is likely
that they placed him in some kind of holding
cell or dungeon for several hours. Reading the
accounts of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, one
might conclude that Jesus’ appearances before
Annas and then Caiaphas took place right after
his arrest. It is more likely that both appearances happened later, close to dawn. The accounts of the trials are relatively short and do
not appear to have been long drawn out legal
proceedings. It seems unlikely that those two
incidents would account for the entire six hour
period.
Thus it seems that after Jesus was arrested
he was detained in isolation for some time while
a select subset of the Sanhedrin was alerted
and gathered together in the early hours of the
morning.
Thus from approximately midnight until
near 3 am, Jesus likely was alone. He was alone
just as he had been for 40 days in the wilderness. No support. No friends. They had fled
when he was arrested. “I have trodden the wine
trough alone, and from the peoples there was
no man with me. ... I looked, and there was no
15
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V Religious
Technically speaking, there are four “official”
religions in Russia: Christianity, Islam, Buddhism,
and Judaism. But given that almost 70 percent
of Russians identify as adherents to the Russian
Orthodox Church, it’s pretty apparent that one
religion is more “official” than others. The smallest
of the four is Judaism. There are fewer than 200,000
self-identified Jews in Russia today — less than
the number of pagans — though the number of
Russians from Jewish backgrounds who no longer
identify with the re
ligion is likely much
higher. They are
what remains after a
mass exodus of more
than 2 million Jews
who left countries
of the former Soviet
Union shortly before
and after its collapse,
mainly for the United
States and Israel. —
Graphic representing four
official religions in Russia
Slate, 11/28/2014
Pope Francis issued a stinging critique, telling the
priests, bishops and cardinals who run the Curia,
the central administration of the Roman Catholic
Church, that careerism, scheming, and greed had
infected them with “spiritual Alzheimer’s.” Francis,
the first non-European pope in 1300 years, has
refused many of the trappings of office and made
plain his determination to bring the Church’s
hierarchy closer to its 1.2 billion members. He listed
no fewer than 15 “sicknesses and temptations”
from the “spiritual Alzheimer’s” of those who had
become enthralled by worldly goods and power to
the “existential schizophrenia” of those who had
succumbed to a joyless, hard-hearted mindset. He
told his audience too many of them suffered from
“rivalry and vainglory.” — Reuter’s, 11/22/2014

H Social
Kenyan miners were marched off in the predawn
dark on Tuesday, some barefoot, others shirtless.
The Somali militants methodically separated the
Christian workers from the Muslims and took the
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Christians to the side of a hill, near a gravel pit.
Then they ordered the disbelievers to lie face down.
According to the Kenyan authorities, the militants
killed 36 people, most of them young men. Many
were shot in the back of the head, at close range, and
some were decapitated. It appeared all the Muslims
had been spared. — New York Times, 12/2/2014
The number of homeless people in Tokyo dropped
to a record low, plummeting 75% from 6731 people
in 2004 to 1697 in August, 2014. — Wall Street
Journal, 11/2/2014
Across the United States, local governments
are moving to prevent outdoor camping by the
homeless, according to advocates for the nation’s
nearly 600,000 homeless, estimated by the US
Department of Housing and Urban Development.
Over a third of US cities impose citywide bans on
public camping, a 60 percent increase since 2011,
according to a 2014 survey of 187 cities by the
National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty.
One of the most visible moves against camps
occurred in San Jose, where a site known as the
“Jungle” was cleared out. Before the city took
down the camp, however, a $4 million program
was established to help find housing for 200 former
residents, said Ray Bramson, the city’s homelessness
response manager.”The best long-term solution is to
get people the support they need — then they won’t
be outside,” Bramson said. — Reuter’s, 12/23/2014

G Political
China’s Xinjiang region has banned the practice of
religion in government buildings and will fine those
who use the Internet to “undermine national unity,”
in a package of regulations aimed at “combating
separatism” in the north-western province. The rules,
passed by the standing committee of Xinjiang’s
parliament on Friday, stipulate penalties of between
5000 and 30,000 yuan ($4884) for individuals who
use the Internet, mobile phones or digital publishing
to undermine national unity, social stability or incite
ethnic hatred. — Today’s Zaman, 11/30/2014
Russia said NATO is turning Ukraine into a “frontline of confrontation” and threatened to sever remaining ties with the alliance if Ukraine’s hope of
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joining it is realized. The Kiev parliament’s renunciation of Ukraine’s neutral status to pursue NATO
membership outraged Moscow and deepened the
worst confrontation between Russia and the West
since the Cold War. — Reuter’s, 11/24/2014

$ Financial
Russians are racing to take out mortgages on
concern that borrowing costs will rise further after
the ruble’s weakness prompted the central bank
to increase interest rates. The number of people
applying for mortgages at Bank VTB 24, a retail
unit of state-controlled VTB Group (VTBR),
almost tripled in the first two weeks of December
compared with the November average. The ruble’s
rout, sparked by falling oil prices and sanctions
imposed on businesses, prompted Russians to begin
buying luxury goods from Porsche sports cars to
Tiffany rings to preserve the value of their savings.
— Bloomberg, 12/24/2014
UBS Group AG is flagging risks from China’s $1
trillion worth of unhedged foreign debt as forecasters
see bets against the greenback unwinding in 2015.
The world’s second-largest economy is exposed
to shifts in currency and interest rates as never
before because of expanding international trade
and easing foreign-exchange regulations, said
Stephen Andrews, head of Asia banks research in
Hong Kong at UBS. — Bloomberg, 12/23/2014
(An unhedged position means the holder has taken
no step to reduce the risk inherent to the position.
Hedging risk by buying options is normal practice
for institutional investors — Editor.)
Greece marked 2014 by exiting a six-year recession
that cost the country about a quarter of its economic
output and tripled the unemployment rate. —
Bloomberg, 12/23/2014

Y Israel
Iran has long provided military assistance to
Palestinian and Lebanese terror groups, and they
certainly aren’t hiding that fact. In an interview
published November 12 in Qiam Sejjilha’ mag
azine, an Iranian official actually boasted that
the terrorists have missiles that can hit anywhere
in Israel thanks to the Islamic Republic [Iran].
A separate report by Fars, this one cited in the
Asharq Al-Awsat publication, made it clear that
three missiles had been developed to launch quickly
and [to] specifically hit Israel. The missiles are
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housed underground. — www.themideastupdate.
com, 11/16/2014
After nearly a decade of research, Dr. Alon
Friedman and his team of researchers at Ben
Gurion University developed a contrast-enhanced
MRI that is able to identify significant damage to
the blood vessels of the brain much earlier than was
previously possible. “We tested it in football players
from a local team and used athletes in non-contact
sports as a control group,” Friedman said. “The big
difference is that 40 percent of the football players
showed significant pathology (in the blood vessels
and blood barrier) before any other pathology can
be seen,” he said. — Bridges for Peace, YNetnews,
11/29/2014
A 1600-year-old bracelet fragment engraved
with the seven-lamp menorah from the Temple in
Jerusalem was discovered during excavations by
the Israel Antiquities Authority in Mount Carmel
National Park. Infrastructure work to build a water
reservoir for the city of Yoqneam was conducted
at the dig site. Diggers at the site uncovered an
industrial area and refuse pits of a large settlement
from the Roman era and the early Byzantine period,
at the end of the fourth century AD. — Ynetnews,
12/24/2014
An impressive farm
house, 2800 years
old, which com
prised twenty-three
rooms, was exposed
in recent weeks dur
ing archaeological
excavations by the
Israel Antiquities
Authority (IAA) in
the central Israeli
A coin bearing an image of Zeus town of Rosh Ha’
and an inscription with the name
ayin. According to
Alexander helped date the find.
Amit Shadman, ex
cavation director on behalf of the IAA, the farm is
extraordinarily well-preserved and was built at the
time of the Assyrian conquest in the eighth century
BC. Farm houses during this period served as small
settlements of sorts whose inhabitants participated
in processing agricultural produce. The building
continued to be used during the Persian period (also
known as the Time of the Return to Zion) in the
sixth century BC and in the Hellenistic period as
well, which began in the country with the arrival
of Alexander the Great, one of the greatest military
leaders of antiquity. — Ashernet, 12/15/2014
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Today In Prophecy

Cyberwarfare and Cyberterrorism
“Beat your plowshares into swords and your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say,
I am strong” (Joel 3:10).

I

n July, 2012, U.S. President Barack Obama
staged an exercise in which his cabinet, homeland
security, intelligence, and defense officials were
faced with a cyber attack on U.S. public services
such as trains and water treatment plants by unknown
hackers a world away. In a Wall Street Journal editorial, Mr. Obama wrote, “The cyber threat to our nation is one of the most serious economic and national
security challenges we face.” Two years later, that
warning rang true when he commented on the hacking of Sony Pictures. “I have now determined that the
provocative, destabilizing and repressive actions and
policies of the government of North Korea, including
its destructive, coercive cyber-related actions (against
Sony) ... constitute a continuing threat to the national
security, foreign policy and economy of the United
States.” Mr. Obama subsequently ordered the freeze
of North Korean assets held in the U.S.
Keeping computer software up-to-date, using firewalls, and installing antivirus software is no longer
effective security. Professional “hackers” can find
vulnerabilities and infect systems so that they remotely control them. What was once only depicted
in the movies has now become reality. Cyber-warfare
now supplements, or in some cases replaces, traditional warfare. For example, Israeli hackers allegedly
launched attacks on Iranian nuclear production facilities through the use of the Stuxnet “worm.”
Professor Lillian Ablon, Pardee RAND Graduate
School Professor, recently wrote in her blog, “2014
was the year the hack went viral. Retailers like Staples Inc., Neiman Marcus Inc., Michaels, Home Depot Inc., and eBay Inc. announced breaches, while
millions of customers were helpless to stop the flow
of credit card information and personal data to cyber attackers. But it wasn’t just retail giants: Firms
in health care (Community Health Systems), finance
(JPMorgan Chase & Co.), and entertainment (Sony
Pictures) also fell victim to cyber attacks.” Detecting
attacks in time to prevent major losses so far has been
challenging. According to Verizon Communications,
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Inc. research, unrelated third parties discover an average of 70 to 80 percent of cyber attacks.
In his 2012 editorial, Mr. Obama concluded,
“Foreign governments, criminal syndicates and lone
individuals are probing our financial, energy and public safety systems every day. ... It doesn’t take much to
imagine the consequences of a successful cyber attack.
In a future conflict, an adversary unable to match our
military supremacy on the battlefield might seek to
exploit our computer vulnerabilities here at home.
Taking down vital banking systems could trigger a financial crisis. The lack of clean water or functioning
hospitals could spark a public health emergency ...
and the loss of electricity can bring businesses, cities
and entire regions to a standstill.”
“The Global Risks report of 2014 issued by The
World Economic Forum included an analysis of what
it terms ‘cybergeddon’ due to the increased number of
world citizens connecting online (see Today in Prophecy, January/February 2014).
Leading to Armageddon
“And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the
great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried
up, that the way of the kings of the east (literally, kings
from the sunrising) might be prepared. And I saw
three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth
of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and
out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are
the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth
unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world,
to gather them to the battle of that great day of God
Almighty. Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he
that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk
naked, and they see his shame. And he gathered them
together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue
Armageddon” (Revelation 16:12-16).
The recent spate of cyber-attacks is another indicator of the danger of an increasing inter-connected digital-based world. Three observations about this trend
are especially noteworthy for the student of scripture:
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Navy Cyber Defense Operations Command (U.S. Navy Photo)

(1) Exposing things that are hidden. The
recent attack on Sony as well as the Wiki-leaks and
other digital exposés is part of the ongoing fulfillment
of Jesus warning, “Fear them not therefore: for there
is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; and hid,
that shall not be known” (Matthew 10:26). The attack on Sony exposed all types of hidden communications, opinions, bias, and prejudices to public view.
This type of exposure reduces public respect for the
various institutions and leaders that have been held in
high esteem.
(2) The weak say they are strong. The
theme text, Joel 3:10, has most recently been applied
to small cells of terrorist groups practicing guerillatype warfare. Today, however, cyber terrorists practice
economic warfare. Cyber terrorism that was confined
to identity theft, stealing corporate secrets and other
limited damage outlets now can deliver a strong blow
to a major multi-national company. What are the
limits of what such an intrusion can accomplish? As
observed in Mr. Obama’s 2012 editorial, the ability
to take down a nation’s electrical grid or paralyze its
banking system could easily start a traditional war.
(3) Economic Armageddon. The drying up
of the river Euphrates (Revelation 16:12) is the result
of the sixth plague-bearing angel’s action. Since the
days of ancient Babylon, the Euphrates has been vital
to those living along its course. With the construction
of large hydropower stations, irrigation schemes, and
pipelines capable of transporting water over large
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distances, many more people
now depend on the river for
basic amenities such as electricity and drinking water than
in the past. It is a fitting picture of the world’s economic
systems, which are increasingly electronically based. The
power of hackers to penetrate
these systems is such that complete economic collapse is no
longer under the influence of
the nation-states themselves,
but is now under the influence of whatever hackers are
able to accomplish. To what
extent the economic establishment can protect itself is unknown, given that consumers
of economic systems prefer
convenience over security.
A Safer World Fantasy
The era dominated by “super-powers” is over. Today’s world is much more unpredictable. The analogy of a few large battleships circling each other has
given way to a crowded ocean with many ships being
piloted by unskilled captains. The threat of collision
is much greater today.
Today’s systems — social organizations, religions, economic and political structures — will soon
be replaced for the benefit of all people, “Thou art
weighed in the balances, and art found wanting”
(Daniel 5:27).
The final battle of Armageddon will dissolve the
power of all such systems. Jesus’ presence will then
lead man into his kingdom. “I will shake all nations,
and the desire of all nations shall come, and I will fill
this house with glory, says the LORD of hosts” (Haggai 2:7).
God shakes nations in preparation for His Kingdom. Under the divine standard, everyone on earth
will enjoy peace, equality and an opportunity for
everlasting life. Let our spiritual awareness overrule
any fear or concern we might have as we look at the
world today. Let us remember the encouragement of
the Psalms: “All the ends of the earth will remember
and turn to the LORD, And all the families of the
nations will worship before You. For the kingdom is
the LORD’s and He rules over the nations” (Psalms
22:27, 28, NASB).
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(21 HOURS,
continued from
page 15)

When we are
alone, isolated,
without
support,
we are more
susceptible to
temptation.

one to help, and I was astonished and there was
no one to uphold” (Isaiah 63:3,5 NASB).
Jesus knew that there would be no further
significant contact with his brethren until his
final hours on the cross. Our human nature
literally needs companionship for its health,
especially so in times of stress. Jesus, however,
was now alone with only his prayers and communion with his Father. The remainder of his
life would be characterized by isolation and
loneliness.
(4) False Accusation and Trial by Jews
The hours passed slowly for our Lord, and
in the pre-dawn hours he began the fourth segment of his final day. The trial of isolation was
over and now the literal trial at the hand of, and
in the face of, his enemies was now at hand.
There would henceforth be no quiet moments,
no time to meditate, pray, and think quietly. Jesus, however, was prepared for what lay ahead.
First he came before Annas, who demanded to know what he taught. Jesus truthfully
answered that his teachings were not done in
secret but in public venues, including the synagogues and the Temple. Then came the first
and mildest of the abuse of his human body —
a slap from an officer of the high priest.
Next, Jesus was brought to Caiaphas, the
Roman appointed high priest. Here there were
at least a few friendly faces, John, Peter, and
the women. Still, they were in no position of
influence and could only witness what the Jews
had in store for Jesus. Peter, who vehemently
maintained that he would die with Jesus just
six hours previously, would now deny him three
times before the cock crew at dawn.
The opposite manifestation of Peter’s loyalty is a good lesson for all Christians. When
was Peter courageous? In the garden when he

Jesus placed on trial
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Peter denies Jesus

was supported and surrounded by his brethren. He confidently proclaimed his loyalty and
drew his sword in defense of Jesus against what
might have been overwhelming numbers. Now,
however, without his brethren by his side, and
surrounded by accusers, and perhaps without a
weapon, he cowered in the shadows, denying
with a curse that he even knew Jesus.
What a lesson to us! Our faith and our ability to overcome fear and the failings of the old
creature are strongest when surrounded by our
brethren. Their mere presence increases our
faith and zeal. When we are alone, isolated
and seemingly without support, we are so much
more susceptible to temptation and likely to do
as Peter did. We, like him, when faced with
that realization may be as disappointed in our
lack of faith. Keeping close to our brethren will
keep us close to God.
The experiences of the trial before the Sanhedrin, the false witnesses and charge of blasphemy, seemingly might have been bearable
by imperfect sinners such as us, members of
Adam’s fallen race. But our feelings and sensitivities have been dulled by the effects of sin
and evil. This was not the case with our Lord.
His senses were heightened, tender, and more
acute. He was just the opposite of what they
accused him to be. He was a perfect, loving,
faithful defender and glorifier of his Father. His
mission was to give the greatest offering in human history. But when he admitted to being the
Son of God, his fate, in the eyes of the religious
leaders of that nation, was sealed.
(5) True Accusation and Trial by Rome
With the break of dawn and the entry into
the next segment of his final hours, our Lord
was taken to Pilate. The prior trials by the Jews
were illegal for several reasons and were full of
lies and mischaracterizations. In contrast, the
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trials before Pilate and Herod were for the most
part legal and truthful. Although the charges
were false, Pilate’s inquiry was founded in
truth and sought to determine the violation
of Roman law. Was Jesus claiming kingship,
subverting the authority of the Caesars? Jesus’
answer was so simple but yet so powerful. “My
kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom
were of this world, then my servants would be
fighting, that I might not be delivered up to the
Jews; but as it is, my kingdom is not of this
realm” (John 18:36 NAS).
A trip to and from the palace of Herod took
place and Jesus once again was brought before
Pilate. Now he would experience negotiation
over his life between the Roman governor and
the leaders of the Jewish nation.
Pilate, convinced that Jesus was no threat to
Rome, said that he found no guilt in Jesus, and
especially nothing worthy of death. Jesus was,
however, a threat to the authority of the Jewish
leadership. As is so often the case in our day,
truth and justice take a back seat to political
expediency.
Pilate at first resisted the pressure to have
Jesus executed, even proposing his release in
connection with the custom of Passover. Yet another insult to our Lord was at hand. The Jews
instead cried for the release of Barabbas, a robber and perhaps a murderer as well. There is,
however, in this insult, a beautiful picture. The
perfect life of our Lord was to be sacrificed not
just for the righteous and believing, but would
provide redemption for the vilest offender. In
this miniature picture of the ransom, Barabbas can be seen as representative of the most
evil products of 6000 years of degradation that
followed original sin. The Jews demanded the
release of the sinner and the death of the Savior. As the mid-morning passed, Jesus was sentenced to death.
(6) Scourging, Mocking, Crucifixion
The most brutal and painful periods of our
Lord’s last day on earth were yet to come. We
do not know how brutal the soldiers actually
were in carrying out the orders to scourge Jesus
before his crucifixion. By today’s standards the
punishment could easily be described as cruel
and barbaric. The world in the next age will
know the full extent of his suffering so that they
may appreciate what man inflicted on their
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Jesus scourged

Savior. All will bear some level of remorse
and realize that this was a consequence of the
exceeding sinfulness of sin that transforms the
glorious perfect man into the brute creation.
The mental anguish experienced by our
Lord from the mocking may have been worse
than the physical pain. Being unappreciated for
something we have done is one thing — but for
Jesus to be labeled a blasphemer of God as he
submitted and give the ultimate sacrifice must
have been difficult to bear. “He was despised
and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief; and like one from whom
men hide their face, he was despised, and we
did not esteem him” (Isaiah 53:3 NAS).
Crucifixion and Verbal Abuse
It was now shortly before 9 am on Friday
and the physical and mental trials on our Lord
were about to intensify.
“And they brought him to the place Golgotha, which is translated, Place of a Skull.
And they tried to give him wine mixed with
myrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified him, and divided up his garments among
themselves, casting lots for them, to decide what
each should take” (Mark 15:22-24 NAS).
This mixture was given in kindness as a
method of lessening the pain. Matthew indicates that Jesus may have moistened his lips
with it as a way of expressing gratitude for the
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It was Friday
morning. The
physical and
mental trials
on Jesus were
about to
intensify.

God rent the
veil of the
temple when
Jesus died.

gesture. But true to his covenant, he sought no
means by which he could in any way lessen the
sufferings of the cup which God had put before him. The full experience would be borne
without any numbing of the physical pain. Jesus preferred to have his mind awake, fully conscious and clear to the very last.
The unspeakable pain of nails driven
through his hands and feet would be only the
beginning of what would be the most physically demanding experience of our Lord’s life.
These were not sharp, smooth, stainless steel
instruments that penetrated smoothly into his
flesh. They were forged, crudely sharpened,
coarse and jagged. When he was thus secured
to the cross, with the pain likely reaching a near
intolerable level, Jesus was then lifted up to the
taunts and jeers of the surrounding crowd, the
bulk of his weight being born at the entry point
of the nails in his palms and feet.
It is said that crucifixion is one of the most
horrible ways to die, combining an agonizing
process of execution with the spectacle of public mockery. It ravages the human body. Any
method used today would seem to be infinitely
preferable to crucifixion.
Our Lord’s faithfulness and love continued.
By the time he had been on the cross for three
hours, it is generally conceded that even talking would have been difficult. Jesus would not
give in and forsake that which was right even in
temporal matters.
“But there were standing by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.
When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the
disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said
to his mother, Woman, behold, your son! Then
he said to the disciple, Behold, your mother!
And from that hour the disciple took her into
his own household” (John 19:25-27 NAS).
At his darkest hour, Jesus was able to disregard his own circumstances and be mindful of
his responsibility toward his mother and charge
John with her support.
(7) Darkness and Death
Three more hours of suffering would be
spent under midday darkness, the final period
of Jesus’ life.
The darkening of the noonday sun was illustrative of the imminent extinguishing of the
22

Jesus on the cross

Light of the World (John 8:12). With each
agonizing moment, strength and vitality waned
and the inevitable suffocation of crucifixion increased. As his strength waned, lifting himself
up to breathe would become nearly impossible
for Jesus.
While only a small group on earth was
aware of these events, no doubt the entire heavenly realm greatly mourned until the suffering
ended with death at three in the afternoon. It
was the time of the daily evening sacrifice. The
Lamb of God died bearing the sin of all mankind with three simple words: “It is finished!”
(John 19:30).
God rent the veil of the temple leading to
the Most Holy. Perhaps the Jews took this as
an ominous sign, but it was just the first sign of
the accomplishment of Jesus’ mission. Where
there had been sorrow in the heavenly realm
there was now unspeakable joy, for the Narrow
Way had been opened, the faithful service and
sacrifice of the Son had been acknowledged,
the life of Adam’s race had been assured, and
the crushing of the head of the serpent (Genesis 3:15 Rotherham) guaranteed!
Jesus had only asked the Father for restoration to the life he had with Him before his human existence. A mere position in the spiritual
realm was all that he desired. Not only would
the Father grant him that, but because of his
faithfulness in laying down his life under the
most difficult of circumstances, Jehovah would
bestow on Jesus the Divine Nature, immortality — an existence above and beyond all others.
Oh, what a Savior!
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With Desire

A Parting Wish
“With desire have I desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer” (Luke 22:15).
Mitchell Blicharz

J

esus used the word “desire” twice in the
theme text, indicating that he had held
his desire to share this Passover with his
disciples for some time. According to Strong’s
Concordance, the word “desire” (G1939) in
this verse means “a longing (especially for what
is forbidden).” Vine’s Expository Dictionary
comments that this word for desire (epithumia)
“stresses the inward impulse rather than the
object desired.”
This same word appears in Matthew 13:1617: “Blessed are your eyes, for they see: and
your ears, for they hear. For verily I say unto
you, That many prophets and righteous men
have desired to see those things which ye see,
and have not seen them.” Matthew gives us
better insight into the meaning of this word,
“desire,” and why Jesus said this in our theme
text. In Matthew, Jesus indicates that the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven were not understood when they were first uttered by the
prophets.
Jesus Knew the Proper Time
Jesus was baptized and begotten of the holy
Spirit in October of his 30th year. Six months
later, in April of the following year, he celebrated the first of four 1 Jewish Passovers that he
would observe with his disciples.
Being enlightened by the holy Spirit at Jordan, Jesus came to understand that he was to
be the antitypical lamb of the Jewish Passover.
Although he anticipated sharing this with his
disciples, they would not be able to understand
until the proper time. Jesus knew the proper
time would be just before his death for several
reasons:
(1) “I have finished the work which thou
gavest me to do” (John 17:4) — and again
on the cross Jesus said, “It is finished” (John

19:30). When Jesus had completed the work
his Father gave him to do, he instituted the
memorial of his death as a commemoration of
what was finished at Calvary, not what was begun at Jordan. This principle is suggested by
King Ahab’s comments, “Let not him that girdeth on his harness boast [or celebrate] himself
as he that putteth it off ” (1 Kings 20:11).
(2) It would have been confusing for his disciples to memorialize his death for 3½ years
while he was still alive and with them.
(3) He knew that the benefits symbolized
by these emblems would not be available to
them until after his death, resurrection, and
Pentecost.
Partaking of the Memorial does not mean
that we are celebrating our individual, on-going
sacrifice, but it rather suggests that the celebration will occur when the sacrificing of all body
members has been completed. The Church, as
a body, put on the “harness” of a covenant of
sacrifice at Pentecost and will take it off when
the last member of the body passes beyond the
veil. It will be then, as Jesus promised, that he
will drink of the fruit of the vine new with the
entire bride beyond the veil in his Father’s kingdom (Matthew 26:29).
As Jesus asked the body members to remember him by keeping the Memorial, perhaps he
will institute a memorial for mankind to keep in
remembrance of what he and the body members have accomplished for them. It will then
be a cup of joy.

__________
(1) Editor — There is general agreement only that
Jesus celebrated three Passovers.
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Do this in remembrance of me.
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Behold the Man!

Barabbas and the
Perfect Man
“Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And Pilate
saith unto them, Behold the man!” (John 19:5).

David Christiansen

B

ehold the man! That’s what Pilate said
to the Jews, and in particular to the leaders of Israel, as they petitioned Pilate to
put Jesus to death. Behold the man! The chief
priests and officers heard these words of Pilate.
They saw Jesus before them wearing a purple
robe and a crown of thorns. These were put on
him by the Roman soldiers — not to honor him
but to mock him.
Jesus stood before the Jews. They watched
him being mocked and beaten by the Roman
soldiers. “Hail, King of the Jews” the soldiers
cried over and over as they hit him and spit on
him. John records “they struck him in the face”
(John 19:3 NIV).
What did the Jewish leaders say when they
saw this? Were they overcome by compassion
for this innocent man? Did they change their
minds and realize that Barabbas the murderer
should be crucified and Jesus be allowed to go
free? Did they listen when Pilate himself said
three times that he found no fault in Jesus? Instead of softening their hearts they cried out all

“Behold the man!”
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the more, “Crucify Him!” The Israelite leaders were adamant that they wanted Barabbas
to be set free and that they wanted Jesus to be
crucified.
Barabbas
Barabbas is a person hardly discussed. He
is like an actor in this real life drama who has
no speaking part, though his presence adds a
twist to the scenario. Why did Barabbas have
this cameo part in the real life story of the crucifixion of our Lord? Barabbas did not really
need to be in the story. He was not required
to be present for Jesus to give up his life on the
cross. But Barabbas was there, and was important enough to be recorded in the scriptures,
so perhaps God had some more lessons for us.
“And there was one named Barabbas, which
lay bound with them that had made insurrection with him, who had committed murder
in the insurrection” (Mark 15:7). What was
Barabbas’ crime? There are several theories
about this.
One theory suggests, because it is found in just a
very few Greek manuscripts,
that Barabbas’ name was
actually Yeshua bar Abba in
Aramaic, which means Jesus, Son of the Father. Perhaps, it is purported, that
the common Jews were really
crying out to Pilate to let
Jesus go free.
This, of course, is not
scriptural. This is conjecture based on a very small
percentage of the old manuscripts. Even if Barabbas’
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name really was Yeshua bar Abba, it does not
necessarily follow that the Jews were crying out
for the opposite of what our Bibles tell us.
Another theory is quoted in Wikipedia
(though recently removed). Because this source
is so widely followed, it should be examined.
“Hyam Maccoby and some other scholars
have averred that Jesus was known as ‘bar-Abba,’ because of his custom of addressing God
as ‘Abba’ in prayer, and referring to God as
Abba. ... When the Jewish crowd clamored
before Pontius Pilate to ‘free Bar Abba’ they
could have meant Jesus. ‘Anti-Semitic elements
in the Christian church, the argument goes, altered the narrative to make it appear that the
demand was for the freedom of somebody else
(a brigand or insurrectionist) named Barabbas.’ This was, the theory goes, part of the
tendency to shift the blame for the crucifixion
towards the Jews and away from the Romans.”
Reporting that Jewish leaders were bent on
getting rid of Jesus and wanted him to be crucified does not mean that one is Anti-Semitic.
To conclude that “Anti-Semitic elements in the
Christian church changed the narrative to make
it appear that the demand was for the freedom”
of somebody else, namely Barabbas, without
any proof, is very hard to accept. Jewish leaders induced many to turn away from Jesus, but
this was a necessary part in God’s plan to save
the whole world.
In light of the behavior of the Jewish leaders
leading up to Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion, neither of these two theories seem even remotely
plausible. The leaders of Israel had been hostile to Jesus since he started preaching.
These bizarre suggestions show that when
the Bible gives little information about something or someone, people may generate opinions that can be a long way from the truth.
It is easy to conjecture that the early church
changed the narrative, and charge them with
anti-Semitism. But is it feasible for that motive
to stem from Jewish writers? Let us rather consider the testimony as it actually appears in the
record, that is, the scriptures.
The Name of Barabbas
According to Strong’s Concordance, the
name Barabbas means “son of a father.” Jesus
is often called the Son of God, as for example
in Mark 1:1, “Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”
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Adam, the son of God

There is another who is called the Son of
God. “Which was the son of Enos, which was
the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam,
which was the son of God” (Luke 3:38).
This seems to be a microcosm of a greater
plan. We know from the scriptures that Jesus
paid the ransom price for Adam, a perfect life
for a perfect life. One “Son of God,” Jesus,
paid the price for another “son of God,” Adam
(1 Corinthians 15:22). However, in the story
of Jesus’ crucifixion, the Son of the Heavenly
Father gives his life in place of Barabbas, the
“son of a father.” It does not seem likely that
Barabbas was chosen at random. God chose
him for a good reason. It gives us one more
picture of the ransom sacrifice.
Mark 15:7 says, “And there was one named
Barabbas, which lay bound with them that had
made insurrection with him, who had committed murder in the insurrection” (Mark 15:7).
Notice that Barabbas: (1) was bound or imprisoned; (2) was an insurrectionist; and (3)
was a murderer. How do those three things
compare to Adam’s experience?
Adam was initially free — free to roam the
Garden, free to worship God, and free from
death. Likewise, Barabbas was as free as he
could be under Roman authority. He could
roam about the land, he could worship the God
of his ancestors, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob;
and while doing so, he was free from any death
penalty that the Romans might impose on him
for breaking their law. But the sentence of death
was given to both men for breaking the law.
Barabbas was an insurrectionist. He rebelled against Rome. Was Adam an insurrectionist? He rebelled against God when he
ate the forbidden fruit. Note Pastor Russell’s
comment: “He cast Adam out from the garden
of Eden and all its favors; he no longer treated
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Christ gave his
perfect life to
save a world of
sinners.

him as his loved creature and friend but as one
who had rebelled; he virtually said, you have
chosen your own path, now walk in it” (Reprint 1176).
The last thing mentioned in Mark 15: 7 was
that Barabbas had committed murder. So, of
course, the next question is, “Did Adam commit murder?” Let’s examine the text a little
closer. It says that Barabbas “committed murder in the insurrection.” Did Adam commit
murder in his insurrection against God? Clearly, Adam’s insurrection of disobeying led to the
death of every one of his progeny.
Also from Reprint 1176: “God determined
to make an example of the sinner and of the
natural consequences of sin, and so the penalty of sin went into effect.” Romans 6:23 says,
“For the wages of sin is death.” Adam’s disobedience was responsible for sending all other
human beings into sin and death. Adam’s insurrection was directly responsible for causing
all other people to die. Not exactly murder but
very close. (See Romans 5:12 and 17-19).
Mark 15:7 says that Barabbas lay bound
with them that had made insurrection with
him. Adam and Eve together disobeyed God.
When they were cast out from the Garden of
Eden they were suddenly under the bondage
of sin and death. This was much the same as
Barabbas and his fellow insurrectionists. Once
they were all caught for making insurrection,
all of them came under the death penalty by
Rome. Literally, they were bound in prison.
So we see a correlation between Barabbas
and Adam. Jesus took the place of each of them
in death. There is no evidence in the Bible that
Barabbas asked Jesus to forgive him, nor do

we read anywhere that Jesus balked at dying in
Barabbas’ stead. We feel that this is a beautiful picture of the ransom. Just as Christ freely
gave his perfect life to literally save one sinner,
Barabbas, we see on a grander scale that Jesus gave his life for the whole world of sinners,
Christian and otherwise. “There is one God,
and one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom
for all, to be testified in due time” (1 Timothy
2:5,6. See also Acts 24:15, 1 Corinthians
15:20-23, 1 Timothy 4:10, Hebrews 2:9).
The Feast
There is an additional lesson. This is the
only incident recorded in scripture of a prisoner
being released at Passover or any other Jewish
holy day. It takes place at this very time of Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion.
! “Now it was the governor’s custom at
the Feast to release a prisoner chosen by the
crowd. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. So when the crowd had
gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do
you want me to release to you: Barabbas, or
Jesus who is called Christ?” (Matthew 27:1517 NIV).
! “Now it was the custom at the Feast to
release a prisoner whom the people requested”
(Mark 15:6 NIV).
! “(For of necessity he must release one
unto them at the feast)”1 (Luke 23:17).
! “But you have a custom, that I should release someone for you at the Passover; do you
wish then that I release for you the King of the
Jews?” In Matthew it is said to be “the governor’s custom” (John 18:39 NASB).
The NAS of Mark 15:6 says, “Now at the
feast he,” meaning Pilate, “used to release unto
them one prisoner.” The Luke account is probably spurious, and John merely calls it a custom. But was that a custom according to Israel
__________

Barabbas

26

(1) Please note: This text is very questionable. The
Diaglott says the whole verse should be omitted because it is not found in the Vatican manuscript. The
King James has it in parenthesis. The verse is totally
omitted in Tischendorf, ASV, Rotherham, NIV,
Weymouth, and others, and it is in italics in the NAS
version. But since a similar thought is found in the
other three Gospels it probably has not affected much
by being there.
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or according to Rome? Israel at the time was under
bondage to Rome and any
custom that benefits the
Jews would only happen
with Roman consent. This
must have been a Roman
custom, perhaps to placate
subjects.
However, John’s account, “But you have a
custom,” seems to contradict that idea. A closer
look at the text helps to The hill of Calvary
clarify.
! The Diaglott translation reads, “But it is
customary for you,” while the interlinear reads,
“It is but a custom for you.”
! The Phillips translation reads, “I have an
arrangement with you.”
The conclusion from examining the accounts
is that a prisoner release was offered and used
at the discretion of the Roman governor and
that the Jews became accustomed to it.
There is also some evidence in an article
by Sam Harris that this is the case. He says,
“According to the Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Frank E. Gaebelein Editor ... ‘The
custom referred to of releasing a prisoner at the
Passover Feast is unknown outside the Gospels. It was, however, a Roman custom and
could well have been a custom in Palestine. An
example of a Roman official releasing a prisoner on the demands of the people occurs in
the Papyrus Florentinus 61:59 ff. There the
Roman governor of Egypt, G. Septimus Vegetus, says to Philbion, the accused: Thou has
been worthy of scourging, but I will give thee to
the people.’ ”
Harris 2 also quotes the Interpreter’s Bible
in the same article which says, “The custom of
amnesties (a general pardon) at festival times
is known the world over. It used to be said that
there was no evidence for such a proceeding in
Palestine at this time, but there is a Talmudical
rule that a paschal lamb may be slaughtered
for one who has been promised release from
__________
(2) “Release Barabbas! Did the Gospel Writers Make
That Up?” Author: Reverend Sam Harris copyright
2000, found on “The John Ankerberg Show,” www.
jashow.org
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prison.” Again, this could have only happened
with Rome’s consent. Jesus’ condemnation
freed Barabbas from a life of imprisonment and
death for his crimes. What a beautiful picture
of the ransom.
Coincidence?
There is one last part to this story. The people and events came together at just the right
time — the time of Jesus’ crucifixion. In the
Bible, Barabbas (whose name means son of a
father) was in prison at the time. He was not
heard of before or after. His crimes matched
those of Adam.
The custom of releasing a prisoner at Passover is not recorded in the Bible either before
or after this event, but just happened to be offered and accepted at this time. It almost surely
happened before but evidently not often.
Roman rulers and leaders at the time were
generally cruel — especially to those who
claimed to be a king other than Caesar. Herod,
a Jew ruling at the appointment of Rome, had
killed all of the children two years old and
younger. Yet here is a Roman governor who
perhaps realized Jesus’ innocence and had
heard from his wife about it and did what he
could to free him. All this took place at Passover time. The likelihood of all of this coming
together randomly at the same time is minuscule — from a human standpoint.
We see our Heavenly Father’s providence in
all of this. He had planned and arranged for
this a long time before, and it was meant to be.
How this increases our faith to know the story!
This year, when we partake of the emblems
that represent Christ’s body and blood, may we
quietly say in our hearts — “Behold the Man!”
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Pilate
realized Jesus’
innocence.

A Cup of Blessing

Communion or
Common Union?
“The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?”
(1 Corinthians 10:16)

Daniel Beard

A

t Memorial season we cannot help
but consider the importance of these
words, communion or common union.
Strong unity requires a common interest and
experience that is based on a sure foundation.
What is the basis of our union, our unity,
and our oneness? The stronger the basis, the
stronger will be the unity. This unity or oneness
in Christ is shown in the scriptures through
many illustrations.
One Body (Romans 12:5, 1 Corinthians 12:12,13, Colossians 3:15). One Spirit
(1 Corinthians 6:17, 12:13, Ephesians 4:4,
Philippians 1:27). One Hope (Ephesians
4:4, Romans 5:2, 8:23-25). One Lord (1
Corinthians 8:6, Ephesians 4:5). One Faith
(Ephesians 4:5,13, Jude 1:3). One Baptism
(Romans 6:3-5, Ephesians 4:5, Galatians
3:27,28, Colossians 2:12). One God and
Father of all (Mark 12:32, 1 Corinthians 8:6,
Ephesians 4:6). As the Bride of Christ we are
one with Christ (John 3:29, Revelation 19:7,
21:2,9, 22:17).
The word communion in 1 Corinthians
10:16 is Strong’s #2842 and contains the
thought of participation. Only by grace are we
saved and our Savior supplies all our needs
that we may participate with him now in order
that we may share in future glories. One of the
strongest ways this union is demonstrated is in
the celebration of the Memorial.
Apostle Paul Speaks With Authority
“For I received of the Lord that which also
I delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus in the
night in which he was betrayed took bread”
(1 Corinthians 11:23).
The Apostle Paul was used as a finger of
God to help us with the types of the Law.
28

Here in verse 23 the Apostle Paul speaks
by inspiration and revelation (that which he
“received of the Lord”). Though written in a
letter to the church at Corinth, as with all the
epistles, these writings are in a more particular
sense directed at us upon whom the ends of the
ages have come. Much of the understanding of
the Passover and its antitypical significance was
lost during the dark period in between the Jewish and Gospel Age harvests.
It is wonderful to consider how the Lord
used the Apostle to bring to us understanding
of these types and shadows of the Law. Prior to
his awakening on the road to Damascus, Paul
was a “Pharisee of the Pharisees” (Philippians
3:5). He knew the Law as well as, if not better, than his peers. He thought he was doing
God’s service and will in persecuting Jewish
Christians. These he deemed in violation of the
Law of God. How like our Father to take such
an one who loved His Law and open his eyes
to see these deep truths and to allow him special revelations that he may instruct His saints!
Cup of Blessing
The memorial cup in the theme text is described as a cup of blessing. What is this cup?
The Lord’s Cup is throughout the scriptures
called: a cup of experience (Matthew 26:39), a
cup of suffering (Psalm 23:5), a cup of salvation (Psalm 116:13), cup
of the New Testament
(covenant) (1 Corinthians
11:25), a cup of blessing
(1 Corinthians 10:16), a
cup prepared by Jehovah
(1 Corinthians 10:21).
Jesus’ cup was the one
God prepared for him. In
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the garden, facing his captors, Jesus said “The
cup which the Father has poured shall I not
drink it?” (John 18:11). From Jordan to Calvary he drank the cup until with his last breath
he said “it is finished” (John 19:30).
But if this was a cup of suffering and of sacrifice, how then could it be spoken of as a cup
of blessing? Paul asks rhetorically, “Is it not the
communion of the blood of Christ?” That is to
say, is not our privilege a blessing enabling our
participation in the sufferings of Christ as we
fill up that which is behind of the sufferings of
Christ? (Colossians 1:24).
When Jesus was approached by the mother
of Zebedee’s children, she requested: “That
these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right
hand and the other on the left, in thy kingdom”
(Matthew 20:21-23). Jesus said to James and
John, “Ye know not what ye ask. Are ye able to
drink of the cup that I shall drink of, and to be
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized
with?” They replied, “We are able.” Jesus admonished, “Ye shall drink indeed of my cup,
and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with but to sit on my right hand, and on
my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given
to them for whom it is prepared of my Father.”
These disciples would drink the Lord’s cup.
All having part in the body of Christ are privileged to do the same. That cup which we bless
is a common partnership and a shared privilege
of sacrifice with each of the fellow members of
the body united to our Lord and head.
The night these symbols were introduced
was the last time that Jesus would drink the cup.
When he said that he would drink it anew with
them in the Kingdom, he demonstrated that his
great love would reach its full blessing in the
joys of the Kingdom. If faithful, we will likewise
taste the joy when it is pronounced, “Well done
thou good and faithful servant ... Enter into the
joys of thy Lord” (Matthew 25:23).

The bread which we break

The Bread Which We Break

the justification to life offered to us through the
body of Christ given for us we are to recognize
that this justification is given for a purpose at
this time ahead of mankind’s blessing, the justification the world will receive when they complete their journey up the highway of holiness.
We being many are one bread,1 one loaf,
and as such we do not receive individual loaves,
rather each is to take their individual portion
meted out to us by our Lord when he broke the
bread and said to each of his disciples, “Take,
eat, this is my body” (Matthew 26:26). Paul
stated it well when he said “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your [justified] bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service” (Romans 12:1). “Then said
Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow me” (Matthew 16:24).
The value of bread in Palestine is described
in the International Standard Bible Encyclo
pedia: “The sanctity of bread remains as unchanged in the Orient as the sanctity of shrines.
... in Palestine, as everything depended upon
the wheat and barley harvest, ‘bread’ was in a
peculiar sense ‘sacred’ ... life was ... dependent
upon the grain harvest, this in turn depended
upon rain in its season, and so bread, the product at bottom of these Divine processes, was regarded as peculiarly ‘a gift of God,’ a daily reminder of His continual and often undeserved
care. ... the Oriental of today ... seeing a scrap
of bread on the roadside, he will pick it up and

The bread pictures Jesus’ body. But of the
unleavened bread which was being offered at
this special meal of the Passover, Jesus said:
This is my body. As Bible Students we understand that leaven is a picture of sin (Matthew
16:6, Mark 8:15, Luke 12:1).
The phrase “the bread which we break” suggests also our participation. Having accepted

—————
(1) Editor — The King James version of 1 Corinthians 10:17 says, “we being many are one bread.”
However, as most of the editors have observed, the
better renderings phrase this differently, suggesting
that we the many are one body because we all partake
of Christ, the one loaf. See for example Weymouth,
NASB, NIV, Rotherham, Revised English Bible,
English Standard Version, and Kingdom Interlinear.
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Let the disciple
of Jesus deny
himself, take up
his cross, and
follow Jesus.

We have a
grand privilege
to follow Jesus
in selfless
service.

throw it to a street dog, or place it in a crevice
of the wall, or on a tree-branch where the birds
may get it ... it must not be trodden under foot
in the common dust ... it has in it an element
of mystery and sacredness as coming from the
Giver of all good.”
Bread has been viewed as the staff of life for
centuries. Jesus speaks of himself as the bread
of life, deserving our greatest reverence. His
flesh was offered for the life of the world and
we should take great care not to tread it under
foot or count it as common (Hebrews 10:29).
Continuing the quote: “In partaking of the
hospitality of the primitive peasants of Palestine
today ... one sees what a sign and symbol of
hospitality and friendship the giving and receiving of bread is. ... You may find the bread the
poorest barley loaf, still marked by the indentations of the pebbles, with small patches of the
gray ash of the hearth ... but it is bread, the
best that the poor man can give you, ‘a gift of
God,’ indeed, and it is offered by the wildest
Arab, with some sense of its sacredness and
with somewhat of the gladness and dignity of
the high duty of hospitality.”
McClintock and Strong’s Encyclopedia says
barley was used by the poorer classes. Apt,
then, is the picture in Leviticus 23:11 where
the wave offering was a sheaf of barley. Jesus
became poor for our sakes, and he is pictured
in this offering. Fifty days later two wave loaves
were offered, representing the church and the
great company. God chooses “the poor of this
world rich in faith ... heirs of the kingdom”
(James 2:5, 1 Corinthians 1:26-30). All need
the meritorious robe of Christ’s righteousness.
Thus the whole body is united through him.
By grace we all stand in Christ (Isaiah 61:10).
Our community, or common unity, is not
based on geography because wherever the
Lord’s people are found they are part of the
greater body. Each ecclesia is representative of
the whole body and yet each ecclesia is a subset
of the greater ecclesia, the called out ones. May
we always remember the greater community,
the joint heirs of this great salvation in Christ.
For His Body’s Sake
Jesus commanded that we should love one
another just as he loved us and gave his life
for us (John 13:34). Colossians 1:24 says that
we are to fill up that which is behind of the
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Memorial emblems

afflictions of Christ for his body’s sake. This
thought is expressed elsewhere: “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he [Jesus]
laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brethren” (1 John 3:16).
What a grand privilege is ours to follow in
our Master’s steps and to lay down our lives in
sacrifice for his brethren! This selfless service is
how we share in the sufferings of Christ, just as
in the cup and loaf we partake of the benefits
from Christ. In the bonds of love for God and
Christ, loving his blessed plan of salvation, as
well as love for our brethren, let us in blessed
communion partake of the memorial emblems.
May we — by activity and not merely in symbol only — daily, hourly, offer ourselves in service to the Lord and to one another upon the
altar of sacrifice, following in his footsteps.
“Until all of us are united in the faith and in
the full knowledge of God’s Son, and until we
attain mature adulthood and the full standard
of development in the Messiah [the Anointed]. Then we will no longer be little children,
tossed like waves and blown about ... Instead,
by speaking the truth in love, we will grow up
completely and become one with the head [one
in common union with Christ], ... in whom the
whole body is united and held together by every
ligament with which it is supplied. As each individual part [the body members] does its job,
the body builds itself up in love” (Ephesians
4:13-16, International Standard Version).
May we be faithful and continue to enjoy
and rejoice in the privilege of the common
union in Christ our Lord and head.
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One Body

The Unity of the Body of Christ
“Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the
one loaf” (1 Corinthians 10:17 NIV).

Tom Gilbert

T

his familiar Memorial text appears in
a context discussing the idolatry of Israel as they wandered 40 years in the
desert. Paul encourages us to avoid Israel’s example. They committed fornication with other
peoples, worshipped heathen gods, complained
about the manna, and made a golden calf representing Jehovah. They murmured against
Moses, Aaron, and Jehovah because of the evil
report of 10 spies. They asserted their wants,
thinking, and appetites, above the commands
and gracious provisions of Jehovah. Not satisfied with His ways, they wanted their own.
Their idol of self-interest, or self-will, can be
the most subtle and dangerous idol of all.
Paul inserts the illustration of the Memorial
to point out that by partaking of the emblems of
Jesus’ sacrifice we demonstrate the commitment
of our lives to serve the purposes for which Jesus
lived and gave his life on the cross. Paul compares our eating of the emblems to the priests
of Israel eating some of the sacrifices offered
by the people under the Law. Leviticus 6:1430 records laws concerning grain offerings and
sin offerings. Any priest eating such sacrifices
“shall become consecrated” (verses 18, 27
NAS), or demonstrate that he has been consecrated, for service in the Tabernacle or Temple.
Paul means that if we eat the emblems of
Jesus’ sacrifice, we declare that we have consecrated our lives to Jesus and his Father. If our
lives afterward become ruled by self-interest
and self-will, rather than the will of God, then
we are in idolatry, with its consequences.
Paul includes the thought of our theme text.
Because there is only one loaf (the body of Jesus), and we all partake of that one loaf, then
we who are many are one (united) body of consecrated disciples of Jesus.
Unity
The unity of the body of Christ is a theme
that Paul visited again and again in writing to
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the churches. He understood deeply the Lord’s
desire for unity among his disciples.
Jesus prayed for his followers to exhibit unity
as a testimony to the world. “I pray ... that all
of them may be one, Father, just as you are in
me and I am in you. May they also be in us so
that the world may believe that you have sent
me. I have given them the glory that you gave
me, that they may be
one as we are one: I in
them and you in me.
May they be brought
to complete unity to let
the world know that
you sent me and have
loved them even as you
have loved me” (John
Jesus in prayer
17:20-23 NIV).
Does history record that this is the way Christians have lived? No, far from it. Rather than
unity, harmony, and cooperation, Christians
are often known for squabbles and divisions.
Persecutions and wars have risen between peoples of differing Christian beliefs. Today there
are approximately 41,000 distinct Christian
churches or denominations worldwide.
Why are there so many denominations and
church groups? Disagreements on (1) scriptural interpretation and belief, (2) church practices
in worship and activity, (3) church structure and
where authority lies, congregational or centralized hierarchy, and (4) differences in personality, passions, and talents. Some emphasize Bible knowledge, some prefer creative and artistic
methods of worship, some focus on service.
(5) Differences over traditions passed down
over generations or centuries. For example,
some use contemporary Christian music, other
prefer traditional hymns. (6) Sometimes people
just don’t get along with each other. Christians
still struggle with pride, selfishness, and stubbornness. Sometimes disagreements are taken
personally and people are offended. Maybe
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this is why Jesus focused so much of his teaching on love and forgiveness as an expression of
the kind of people he wants us to be.
What Do The Scriptures Say?
! “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!” (Psalm
133:1).
! “Accept life with humility and patience,
making allowances for each other because you
love each other. Make it your aim to be at one
in the Spirit, and you will inevitably be at peace
with one another. You all belong to one body,
of which there is one Spirit, just as you all experienced one calling to one hope. There is one
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God, one
Father of us all, who is the one over all, the one
working through all and the one living in all.
“Naturally there are different gifts and functions ... His ‘gifts to men’ were varied. Some
he made his messengers, some prophets, some
preachers of the Gospel; to some he gave the
power to guide and teach his people. His gifts
were made that Christians might be properly
equipped for their service, that the whole body
might be built up until ... we arrive at real
maturity” (Ephesians 4:2-7, 11-13 Phillips).

If we do not
agree with
others, we may
ask ourselves,
“Do I have it
wrong?”

Humility Is The Key
Paul said Christ created diversity among his
body members by giving different gifts or talents to each one. Yet despite these differences,
he tells us to be at one in the Spirit. How do we
do this? By having humility.
If we do not agree with a fellow Christian,
are we able to ask ourselves: “Do I have it
wrong?” Only if we have true humility. If in
subsequent conversation and personal study
we are reassured of our position, can we accept
and respect the liberty of that person to hold a
different view? Only if we have true humility.
True unity during this Gospel Age can be
attained only when each member of the body of
Christ has a heart
conviction that “I
am no better nor
more important
than anyone else,”
and when there is
sincere respect for
differences among
God’s children.
Jesus sets the example
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This respect must affirm the value of every
other human and their right to exist as a part of
God’s creation, including His New Creation.
Humility must be deep in our heart and mind.
“I say to every one of you: Do not think of
yourself more highly than you ought, but rather
think of yourself with sober judgment. ... As
each of us has one body with many members,
and these members do not all have the same
function, so in Christ we who are many form
one body, and each member belongs to all the
others. We have different gifts, according to
the grace given us ... prophesying ... serving
... teaching ... encouraging ... contributing ...
leadership ... showing mercy. ... Love must be
sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.
Be devoted to one another ... Honor one another above yourselves ... Live in harmony ...
Do not be proud ... be willing to associate with
people of low position. Do not be conceited”
(Romans 12:3-10, 16 NIV).
Humility acknowledges that I am not more
worthy of salvation and God’s love than anyone else, for none are worthy in His sight. My
needs are no more important than others. My
understandings, while precious to me, carry no
more weight for others just because I believe
them. I know only in part, even if most of my
understandings are correct and others’ are
largely wrong. I cannot discount the leadings of
God claimed by others.
“Concerning ... food offered to idols ... ‘all
of us have knowledge,’ as they say. Such knowledge, however, puffs a person up with pride,
but love builds up. Those who think they know
something really don’t know as they ought to
know” (1 Corinthians 8:1-2 TEV).
“Love is eternal. ... inspired messages ... are
temporary ... tongues ... will cease ... knowledge ... will pass. ... When what is perfect
comes, then what is partial will disappear”
(1 Corinthians 13:8-10 TEV).
Avoid a Competitive Spirit
Eliminating feelings of self-importance and
being more valuable than others removes competition with others. When competition in our
minds is gone, there is room for joy and appreciation for others. This is true humility. That
is when we are emptied of self-interest. That
is when we can easily practice the golden rule.
That is when we can love even our enemies.
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We can be God’s special treasure, yet be no
better or more important than others. This is a
“divine paradox” — both are true. Our relationship with God is like a spectrum. At one
end we are special to God, at the other end we
are as nothing in His eyes. The bridge between
those two ends of the spectrum is Jesus Christ.
There should be no competition generated
by someone having different beliefs than I.
Nothing has to be done in this age to resolve
the reality that others believe and act differently. God will resolve these differences in His
way in His due time. We need not be anxious
in these differences unless to consider that we
are the one who is wrong.
We cannot change the views or perspectives
of others unless God opens their hearts. We
should never feel we have “won” or been “vindicated” over others. We may not be God’s instrument to resolve differences now. However,
we can speak respectfully about our different
views and by this means perhaps reach mutual
respect and bridge the divide.
Others’ differences in no way diminish us
because we are different from them. Thus,
others’ differences (beliefs, services, activities,
etc.) are no inherent threat to us.
Retaining Humility
When There Are Divisions
Thus we can meet and act separately from
them without condemning them or feeling superior. A belief like eternal torment impugns the
character of God, and is not scripturally supported. But we need not condemn the people
who hold this view or feel superior to them.
We might see hypocrisy in the position of
others and point that out with compassion and
humility. We believe what we believe, because
our studies of God’s word and our Christian
experience have led us to conclusions that appeal to our head and heart. The same is true
of other sincere Christians. We should respect
that, though disagreeing with their conclusions. Even people of other religions should be
respected, for how could they be expected to
understand if God has not called them and not
empowered them with His Spirit.
It is natural to meet with those who are likeminded on scripture and on how to live the
Christian life. What is wrong is to view those in
other congregations as less faithful. Separation
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Avoid a competitive spirit

for peace and comfort in meetings and practice is not wrong. Judgment by either of group
that the other is less faithful or less spiritual is
wrong, the temptation notwithstanding.
Divisions in Paul’s Day
There were divisions in the church in the
Apostle Paul’s day. “You come together not
for the better but for the worse. ... I hear that
divisions exist among you ... there must also be
factions among you, in order that those who
are approved may have become evident among
you” (1 Corinthians 11:17-19 NAS).
We will not all think alike and may not all
meet together. Some will be approved by the
Lord, and some will not. But still the call is
clearly to unity.
Where there are separations and divisions,
it is important that those who leave not wrap
themselves in a self-righteous justification such
as, “We are doing this to protect the purity of
the truth.” For those leaving, this may be a
smoke screen for the unwillingness to tolerate
other views. For those remaining, avoid an unwarranted indictment of the others’ motives.
Humility Does Not Press For Uniformity
At times the leaders of a congregation have
suppressed freedom of expression. Sometimes
brethren have separated in order to 
regain
Christian liberty.
If we acknowledge what Paul said — that
we know only partially at this time — it seems
presumptive to use our own perspective of how
to lead the consecrated life as a template for
fellow Christians. An example to one another,
perhaps, but not a basis for judgment regarding
one’s standing before God.
If one endeavors passionately to convince
others of their views, this may stem from an unresolved anxiety. Perhaps they cannot imagine
how you could be happy without seeing things
as they see it. Or perhaps they cannot be happy
unless you see things as they see it. This mis33

Sometimes
brethren have
separated in
order to regain
Christian
liberty.

sionary approach to convincing others is much
different than merely sharing an insight coming
from study that may prove a blessing to others.

Unity is to be
along the lines
of “the faith
once delivered
unto the
saints.”

Humility Embraces Liberty and Diversity
As Bible Students we might all find ourselves unwilling to regularly meet with a congregation that believed in the Trinity, the immortal
soul, or eternal torment. But there are other
differences that could or should be tolerated,
because they do no violence to God’s Plan that
we agree on, and do not affect our understanding of God’s expectations about character development. Examples might include:
! When does the Millennium (1000 years)
begin and end?
! Does the New Covenant go into effect at
the beginning of the Gospel Age or the Millennial Age? Or at the end of the Millennial Age?
! All matters relating to chronology. Br.
Russell has excellent counsel on this (R5348).
“Suffer not any dispute over a day or a year to
break the most precious bond of love which binds
us to the Lord and to all who are truly his. Be
specially careful on this point when the subject
of discussion is one respecting which we have no
positive knowledge. The rupture of fellowship
may sometimes be necessary, when we ‘contend
earnestly for the faith once delivered unto the
saints’ — faith in the Divine Plan, in the Redeemer, in the efficacy of his death, etc. These
matters are positively stated in the Bible — not
left to deduction, as in the case of chronology
and all matters based upon chronology.”
Another piece of wise counsel from Br. Russell on the subject is found in Studies in the
Scriptures, Volume 6, pages 240-242. “Unity
of faith is desirable; it is to be striven for —
yet not the kind of unity that is generally aimed
at. Unity is to be along the lines of “the faith
once delivered unto the saints” in its purity and
simplicity, and with full liberty to each member
to take different views of minor points. ... The
Scriptural idea of unity is upon the foundation principles of the
Gospel. (1) Our re
demption through the
precious blood, and our
justification by demonstrated faith therein.
(2) Our sanctification,
setting apart to the We all share redemption.
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Lord, the Truth and their service — including the service of the brethren. (3) Aside from
these essentials ... there can be no Scriptural
fellowship; upon every other point fullest liberty is to be accorded.”
Our challenges respecting unity are compounded by our beliefs and practices: (1) that
we are on an equal footing, respecting our relationship with God and interpretation of the
Bible. (2) Having the majority of weekly meetings in open discussion format. Thus we study
the Bible, come to a variety of conclusions, and
our meetings provide a forum for sharing our
conclusions. Do we see the inherent challenge?
Paul addressed this diversity, while reinforcing the oneness from which it originates. “There
are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit
... different kinds of service, but the same Lord
... different kinds of working, but the same God
works all of them in all men.
“Now to each one the manifestation of the
Spirit is given for the common good. To one
there is given through the Spirit the message
of wisdom, to another ... knowledge ... faith
... healing ... miraculous powers ... prophecy
... distinguishing between spirits ... tongues ...
the interpretation of tongues. All these are the
work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives
them to each one, just as he determines.
“The body is a unit ... though all its parts
are many, they form one body. So it is with
Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit
into one body — whether Jews or Greeks, slave
or free — and we were all given the one Spirit
to drink” (1 Corinthians 12:4-13 NIV).
The Christian Message Is Inclusive
A few brethren may have a natural ability to
draw people together; the rest of us will have to
learn it through the dark or dimly-lit paths that
mark our lives. But to be useful to our Lord in
his Kingdom work, we will need to have this
ability. To help people rise above the wounds
of this life, to trust in God misunderstood and
misrepresented for millennia, to join with diverse others to build a world that has a place for
everyone who has ever lived, a world characterized by harmony, peace, and love.
The “Christian message” trumpeted by
many is a message of exclusion. But the Good
News announced by angels the night of Jesus’
birth was a message of inclusion, “Good tidThe Herald of Christ’s Kingdom

ings of great joy ... to all people.” Do we practice inclusiveness? Especially within our fellowship?
When the disciples vied for honors, Jesus said “He that
is greatest among you shall be your servant ... he that shall
humble himself shall be exalted” (Matthew 23:11-12). In
the parable of the 11th Hour Workers, (Matthew 20:116), the master paid each worker the same, one denarius.
This speaks about equality among us in God’s eyes, and
the humility we should have, not considering ourselves
more important than any other of God’s servants.
Conclusion
There is a tendency to suppose that we know what is
right or best, that our way is superior, our contributions
greater, and we are more important. If we allow this in our
thinking then we may take the next step and mentally dismiss or diminish the value of others. This is the thought
process Jesus describes in Matthew 5:22 — a progressive
devaluing of our brother or sister in Christ.

Is there a tendency for any of us to think that all of
our Scriptural understandings are correct? That we
have a duty above others to “protect” God’s truth? That
we carry more responsibility than others to show fellow
Christians the right doctrine to believe and the right way
to live? That we are especially important to God’s work
of developing the body of Christ? If so, we diminish the
value of others in these areas.
“The Lord’s plan of granting great liberty is the best
plan — the one which most surely tests the heart-loyalty,
most fully develops character, and proves the willingness
of each to follow with the other the Law of Love, doing
to the other as he would the other should do to him. Such
... comparative freedom, is well adapted to the Lord’s
object in the present time — namely, the selection of the
little flock and the perfecting of them in character and
instructing them for the Royal Priesthood of the future”
(Scripture Studies, Volume 6, page 196).
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He drew a circle that shut me out—
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout.
But Love and I had the wit to win:
We drew a circle that took him in.
—Outwitted, by Edwin Markham
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